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To  Subcribers,  Readers  and  Friends, 

There  has  been  a  long-standing  need  in  the  Boston  gay  community  for  improved  communication  between 
the  various  gay  organizations  and  the  gay  individual. 

So  began  Vol.  1,  Number  1  of  the  Gay  Community  Newsletter ,  published  June  17,  1973.  GCN  began  as  a 
stapled,  loose  leaf  forum  for  Boston  area  gay  community  events.  Over  its  19  years  of  weekly  publication,  GCN 
became  the  paper  of  record  for  an  exploding  gay  liberation  movement. 


No  More  Messy  Newsprint! 

This  is  the  last  issue  of  Gay  Community  News  to  be  printed  in  a  newsprint  tabloid  format.  Starting  with 
the  spring  issue,  we  will  introduce  a  fabulous  new  look  designed  to  match  the  editorial  shift  in  the  new  quar¬ 
terly  GCN.  When  the  paper  underwent  a  restructuring  in  1992,  we  realized  that  part  of  the  challenge  we  faced 
was  a  broader  crisis  of  politics  and  history.  Since  then  GCN  has  made  lots  of  changes  to  keep  pace  with,  and 
help  shape,  a  new  queer  movement.  This  visual  transformation  is  the  latest  in  a  series  of  innovations  designed 
to  preserve  the  spirit  of  GCN' s  history  while  adapting  to  a  dramatically  altered  political,  economic  and  cul¬ 
tural  landscape — (we  won’t  even  mention  the  millenium). 

In  reader  responses  to  the  paper,  you  tell  us  that  GCN  is  still  one  of  the  only  general  sources  for  progres¬ 
sive  news,  comment,  discussion,  review  and  analysis  that  exists  within  today’s  queer  movements — more  criti¬ 
cal  now  than  ever.  But  many  of  you  have  asked  for  a  format  that  was  more  consistent  with  the  new  GCN’s 
substantive  approach.  As  one  correspondent  wrote,  GCN  carries  articles  of  lasting  relevance  but  in  a  form  that 
seems  destined  for  the  recycle  bin. 

Our  new  design  will  feature  an  8  1/2x11”  format  with  a  heavier,  non-newsprint  paper.  We  will  introduce 
a  new  department  on  queer  youth  doings,  more  coverage  of  cultural  happenings,  several  in-depth  features  each 
issue,  and  more  graphic  excitement.  We  will  also  premier  our  long-planned  columnists,  writing  on  issues  from 
health  and  HIV  to  queer  politics,  culture  and  theory  and  bring  back  the  much  requested  classifieds. 

We  are  extremely  excited  about  this  change.  We  believe  it  will  make  GCN  easier  to  read,  easier  to  carry 
around,  easier  to  xerox,  easier  to  pass  along  to  friends,  and  more  eye-catching  for  new  readers.  In  changing 
the  format,  we  are  saying  good-bye  to  a  look  that  some  have  called  old-fashioned,  and  others  have  seen  as  last¬ 
ing  long  enough  to  become  stylishly  “retro.”  We  are  not,  however,  saying  good-bye  to  GCN’s  history  of  fresh¬ 
ness,  irreverence,  provocation  and  radicalism.  We  hope  you  like  it: 
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in  the  Premier  Issue  of  GCN! 

Advertising  rates  for  the  new  format  will 
drop  by  50%.  The  premier  issue  will  be 
more  widely  distributed  than  ever,  reaching 
thousands  of  queers  nationwide.  We  are 
also  running  a  one-time  organizational 
advertising  discount  for  g/l/b/t  groups  and 
organizations  that  will  result  in  even  more 
dramatic  savings,  plus  a  year  of  free  classi¬ 
fied  advertising.  Let  people  know  what 
your  group  is  doing.  Support  the  new  GCN. 
For  more  information  call  617/262-6969  or 
see  the  ad  in  this  issue. 


Gay  Community  News  is  supported  in  part  by  generous  grants 
from:  The  Haymarket  People’s  Fund,  The  Out  Fund  of  the 
Funding  Exchange,  The  Fund  for  Four  Directions,  The  Paul 
Rapoport  Foundation,  and  Resist.  The  Bromfield  St. 
Educational  Foundation  gratefully  acknowledges  their  support. 


Dear  Ms.  Wilchins: 

You  stated  in  Gay  Community  News  (Summer  96),  that  “The  transgender  movement  is  not  about  try¬ 
ing  to  cement  and  valorize  yet  one  more  marginalized  people,  leaving  behind  some  smaller  minority,  .  .  . 
to  wage  their  own  struggle.”  Yet  that  is  precisely  what  you  are  doing  to  transsexuals  with  your  recent 
attacks  on  Gender  Identity  Disorder  diagnosis  in  GCN,  Out  Magazine,  and  Lambda  Book  Report. 

Two  people  in  Oregon,  at  great  personal  cost,  recently  persuaded  the  state  Bureau  of  Labor  and 
Industries  to  accept  transsexuals’  complaints  of  discrimination.  This  hard-won  success  affords  some  pro¬ 
tection  statewide,  and  may  allow  for  future  insurance  coverage  for  sex  reassignment  surgery  (SRS). 
Because  this  victory  is  based  on  their  GID  diagnosis,  it  is  threatened  by  your  anti-GID  campaign. 

You  also  said  in  GCN  that  the  gay  and  trans  communities  were  “brain  dead,”  and  you  dismissed  rights- 
based  politics  as  selfish  and  failing  to  “engage  the  best  in  people”  or  to  ask  them  to  “look  beyond  their 
narrow  self  interest.”  But  in  Portland,  Basic  Rights  Oregon  gave  crucial  support  to  the  recent  unanimous 
recommendation  by  our  Metropolitan  Human  Rights  Commission  to  extend  civil  rights  protection  to  TS’s. 
Basic  rights  Oregon  has  mobilized  coalitions  to  beat  back  two  queer-bashing  state  initiatives  by  appealing 
to  voters’  concerns  for  everyone’s  rights.  Not  too  shabby  for  the  “brain  dead.” 

Your  9/96  LBR  review  of  Gender  Shock  showed  great  concern  for  the  children  described  in  the  book  as 
abused  with  the  GID  diagnosis.  Their  fate  would  merit  reform  if  such  abuse  actually  happened.  Where  are 
the  medical  records?  Author  Phyllis  Burke  and  attorney  Shannon  Minter  can  only  produce  five.  Where  are 
the  complaints  to  the  APA?  Hospitalization  and  electroshock  are  not  acceptable  treatment  options  for 
GID.  Where  are  the  malpractice  judgments? 

No  mystery  surrounds  the  lot  of  most  preop  transsexuals;  disowned,  isolated,  unemployed  through  dis¬ 
crimination  or  working  multiple  low-wage  jobs  to  pay  for  surgery.  They  really  fit  your  unwitting  irony, 
that  “Unfortunately,  in  political  dogfights  like  these,  it’s  those  most  vulnerable  among  us  who  are 
inevitably  stranded  in  no-man’s  (sic)  land,  with  no  help  on  the  way  and  no  prayer  of  relief.” 

Oregon  transsexuals  are  helping  themselves  with  action.  You  called  it  selfish  in  GCN  to  want  what  oth¬ 
ers  have  as  a  right,  but  the  real  selfishness  is  your  attitude  that  you  have  your  surgery  and  to  hell  with  any¬ 
one  else’s  needs. 

Out,  (10/96),  quoted  you  comparing  psychiatrists’  cosmetic  surgery  to  SRS.  Do  psychiatrists  die  during 
their  own  nose  jobs  because  they  can’t  pay  for  them?  Such  surgery  is  “elective”  just  because  the  patients’ 
health  is  not  at  stake.  That’s  why  it  isn’t  covered  by  insurance  or  Medicaid.  Ideologic  cleansing  of  GID 
would  put  SRS  on  a  level  with  nose  jobs.  Most  TS’s  can’t  afford  either. 

You  also  equated  mental  disorders  with  perversion,  demonstrating  the  very  demonization  you  decry. 
That  suggests  that  your  attack  on  the  diagnosis  springs  from  your  own  bigotry  toward  mental  illness. 

continued  on  page  31 
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The  Bromfield  Street  Educational  Foundation  presents  a  read¬ 
ing  series  featuring  lesbian  and  gay  fiction  writers 


Wednesday,  February  12 
Alan  Brown 

Soon  to  be  a  film  from  Wayne  Wang  {The  Joy  Luck  Club),  Alan 
Brown’s  novel  Audrey  Hepburns  Neck  has  captivated  readers 
with  its  tale  of  Toshi,  a  young  Japanese  man  obsessed  with 
American  culture.  Stephen  McCauley  calls  the  novel’s  cast  of 
characters  (including  Jane,  Toshi’s  glamorous  English  teacher; 
and  Paul,  the  gay  man  who  becomes  his  best  friend)  “endearing, 
quirky,  and  unforgettable.”  Carol  Anshaw  will  read  from  her 
new  novel  Seven  Moves.  Anshaw’s  previous  novel,  Aquamarine , 
won  the  Society  of  Midland  Authors  Award  and  was  a  finalist  for 
the  Lambda  Literary  Award.  A  recipient  of  a  1995  Fellowship 
from  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts,  she  lives  in  Chicago. 

Agnes  Bushell 

Agnes  Bushell’s  forthcoming  The  Enumerator  is  a  political 
thriller  set  in  Castro  about  the  murder  of  gay  men  in  a  new 
AIDS  study.  Governmental  power  plays.  Queer  Nation  street 
actions,  and  the  outing  of  prominent  public  figures  all  play  a 
part  in  what  increasingly  appears  to  be  an  AIDS  related,  anti¬ 
gay  conspiracy.  Bushell  is  the  author  of  the  much  praised  Days 
of  the  Dead,  about  a  gay  man  involved  in  the  Guatemalan 
insurgency  and  Death  by  Crystal,  a  lesbian  mystery  set  in 
Portland,  Maine. 


Wednesday,  March  12 
Karin  Cook 

What  Girls  Learn,  Karin  Cook’s  debut  novel,  establishes  her  as 
one  of  our  most  promising  writers.  The  story  traces  two  young 
sisters  Tilden,  wise  beyond  her  years;  and  Elizabeth,  rebellious 
and  risk-taking  who  follow  their  mother  through  a  series  of 
moves  and  crises.  In  the  tradition  of  Blanche  McCrary  Boyd’s 
The  Revolution  of  Little  Girls,  What  Girls  Learn  is  a  darkly 
funny,  tender  evocation  of  girlhood. 

David  Sedaris 

In  his  National  Public  Radio  commentaries,  and  in  his  book 
Barrel  Fever,  David  Sedaris  claimed  his  place  as  “One  of 
America’s  most  prickly,  and  most  delicious,  young  comic  tal¬ 
ents”  ( Washington  Post).  Now,  with  his  new  book,  Naked, 
Sedaris  gives  us  hilariously  odd  stories  from  his  own  life.  These 
stranger-than-fiction  memoirs  show  why  Publishers  Weekly 
called  Sedaris  “A  caustic  mix  of  J.D.  Salinger  and  John  Waters.” 

7  PM 

The  Living  Center,  29  Stanhope  Street,  Boston 
(behind  the  Hard  Rock  Cafe) 

FREE.  Handicapped-accessible. 

This  program  is  sponsored  in  part  by  a  grant  from  the  Boston  Council  for  the 
Arts.  Thanks  also  to  Club  Cafe  for  their  sponsorship,  and  to  We  Think  the 
World  of  You  Bookstore. 
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Queers  in  School:  Who  Pays  for  What? 


While  many  have  been  debating  the  intellectual 
and  emotional  import  of  students  and  teachers  dis¬ 
cussing  homosexuality  in  the  classroom,  these  bat¬ 
tles  are  also  taking  place  on  the  economic  front. 
Rich  college  and  university  alumni  can,  it  seems, 
dictate  whether  or  not  their  alma  mater  will  provide 
and  maintain  queer  student  support  groups. 
According  to  an  article  in  Family  Issues  Alert  (vol. 
4,  no.  46,  Nov.  27,  1996);  “When  Indiana 
University  (IU)  in  1994  was  considering  plans  for  a 
$50,000  Office  of  Gay,  Lesbian  and  Bisexual 
Student  Support  Services,  pro-family  students  gath¬ 
ered  names  of  IU  alumni  and  informed  them  of  the 
project.  One  wealthy  IU  alumnus  threatened  to 
withhold  his  million-dollar-a-year  donation  and  all 
future  grants  to  the  university  until  the  project  was 
dropped.  The  project  was  abandoned  later  that 
year.”  In  an  even  broader  anti-gay  initiative,  the 
same  article  urged  taxpayers  to  contact  their  state 
schools  and  register  their  opposition  to  gay  studies 
courses  and  gay  student  centers. 

On  the  other  hand,  a  recent  federal  court  deci¬ 
sion  mandated  a  stiff  economic  penalty  for  a  school 
system  in  Ashland,  Wisconsin.  School  officials 
agreed  to  pay  nearly  $1  million  to  settle  a  landmark 
lawsuit  by  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Education 
Fund  on  behalf  of  a  young  gay  man  who  suffered 
brutal  anti-gay  assaults  and  harassment  at  the  hands 
of  fellow  students  during  his  years  in  school.  During 
his  four  years  in  the  middle  and  high  schools  in 
Ashland,  Jamie  Nabozny  and  his  parents  repeatedly 
asked  for  protection  from  school  officials,  who  told 
them  that  Nabozny  had  to  learn  to  expect  such 
( maltreatment  because  he  is  gay.  While  his  case  was 
thrown  out  without  a  trial  in  the  federal  district 
court  in  Madison,  the  Seventh  Circuit  appeals  court 
ruled  in  1996  that  Nabozny  could  pursue  his  gender 
and  sexual  orientation  discrimination  claims  under 
the  equal  protection  clause  of  the  U.S.  Constitution. 
This  settlement  is  a  clear  victory  for  queers,  who 
always  face  the  potential  of  harassment  in  schools. 
It  remains  unclear,  however,  how  the  imposition  of 
such  a  huge  financial  penalty  will  transform  the  sit¬ 
uation  faced  by  Nabozny.  Is  the  threat  of  economic 
devastation  a  positive  force  for  social  change? 


Announcing  the  National  Black  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Conference  ‘97 


The  National  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  Leadership 
Forum  announced  the  keynote  speakers  for  their 
10th  Anniversary  Conference,  to  be  held  February 
13  -  17,  1997,  at  the  Long  Beach  Hilton  &  Towers 
in  Long  Beach,  California.  The  conference  theme, 
“Black  Lesbians  and  Gays:  Celebrating  Our 
Legacy,”  will  focus  on  recognizing  and  acknowledg¬ 
ing  the  powerful,  influential  and  critical  contribu¬ 
tions  made  by  Black  lesbians  and  gays.  Confirmed 
speakers  at  the  10th  NBLGC  include  former 
Surgeon  General  Dr.  Jocelyn  Elders,  poet  and  activist 
June  Jordan,  Pulitzer  prize  winning  author  Alice 
Walker  and  Harvard  University  professor  and 
philosopher  Dr.  Cornel  West.  For  more  information 
regarding  the  NBLGC,  contact  the  Conference 
Planning  Committee  at  (213)  964-7820. 


President  Weizman,  Where  Have  You  Been? 


In  a  televised  address  to  the  Reali  School  this 
past  December,  Israeli  President  Ezer  Weizman  told 
the  assembly  that  he  “despised”  homosexuality, 
considered  it  to  be  “abnormal,”  claimed  that  he 
could  recognize  homosexuals  from  a  distance,  and 
performed  a  limp-wristed  imitation  of  a  stereotyp¬ 
ical  gay  man  to  the  audience’s  amusement. 
According  to  Avi  Soffer,  head  of  the  Society  for  the 
Protection  of  Individual  Rights  for  Gays,  Lesbians 
and  Bisexuals  in  Israel,  while  bigoted  Israeli  reli¬ 
gious  and  political  figures  have  defamed  gays  over 
the  years,  never  has  an  assault  come  from  such  an 
exalted  leader  as  the  president. 

The  huge  outcry  over  this  insult,  however,  suggests 
that  this  may  be  the  first  and  last  assault  on  queers  by 
Israeli  leaders.  The  President’s  remarks  sparked 
protests  outside  of  his  residence.  Gay  activists 
denounced  Weizman  on  Israeli  talk  shows. 
Sympathetic  media  treated  the  incident  as  a  scandal. 
The  international  gay  Jewish  network  spread  word  of 
the  incident,  which  provoked  sympathetic  responses 
from  both  inside  and  outside  of  Israel.  According  to 
Weizman,  his  wife,  Reuma,  gave  him  hell. 

In  a  meeting  with  gay  and  lesbian  leaders  after 
the  incident,  Weizman  apologized  for  publicly 
deriding  homosexuality  as  “abnormal.”  He  main¬ 
tained  that  he  really  didn’t  know  much  about  gays. 
Taking  an  upbeat  view  of  the  incident,  Weizman 
said;  “I’m  always  learning  new  things.” 
Continuing  in  this  anthropological  vein,  the 
President  added  that  he  wanted  to  hold  further  dis¬ 
cussions  with  homosexuals.  It  seems  like  you  could 
learn  some  things  right  there  at  home,  Weizman — 
from  Reuma. 


Queers  at  Chrysler 


What  does  homosexuality  have  to  do  with  the 
struggle  between  Labor  and  Capital?  Gay  and  les¬ 
bian  employees  of  Chrysler  Corp.  are  highlighting 
what  it  means  to  be  queer,  and  to  be  a  worker  and  a 
unionist.  In  the  United  States  this  past  fall,  gay  and 
lesbian  UAW  members  made  the  addition  of  “sexu¬ 
al  orientation”  to  Chrysler’s  antidiscrimination 
statement  a  part  of  the  UAW’s  contact  demands.  In 
Canada,  the  UAW  demanded  that  Chrysler  recog¬ 
nize  domestic  partner  benefits.  In  both  cases 
Chrysler  officials  refused,  arguing  that  their  discrim¬ 
ination  statements  already  include  everyone. 
According  to  a  Chrysler  spokesperson,  “by  singling 
out  any  one  group,  we  would  be  implicitly  excluding 
others.  That’s  the  fundamental  reason  why  we  didn’t 
see  a  need  to  make  the  change.”  Finally,  this  past 
November,  Chrysler  Corp.  CEO  Robert  Eaton  was 
pressured  into  issuing  a  “memo”  stating  that 
Chrysler  would  not  tolerate  discrimination  based  on 
sexual  orientation. 

It  will  take  a  massive  effort  to  create  more  inclu¬ 
sive  workplaces  for  people,  but  the  demands  of  the 
gay  and  lesbian  employees  at  Chrysler  may  begin  to 
drive  a  wedge  into  the  small  and  narrow  world  of 
industrial  work.  One  lesbian  employee  complained 
in  the  fall  of  ‘96  about  harassment  at  work  that 
included  male  co-workers  pasting  pornographic 
photos  on  her  tool  box.  Such  incidents  can  only  be 
legitimized  and  authorized  by  the  look-the-other- 
way  attitude  of  Chrysler  officials.  But  this  is  not  a 
completely  new  phenomenon.  Women  auto  (and 
other)  workers  have  historically  faced  this  type  of 
harassment  at  work.  Fifty  years  ago,  women  war 
workers  in  the  auto  industry  complained  of  porno¬ 
graphic  photos  pasted  on  their  lockers  at  work  by 
male  co-workers,  along  with  all  manner  of  harass- 
ments.  Then  and  now,  however,  we  still  pin  our 
hopes  for  change  on  this  most  conservative  and  most 
radical  of  all  monster  bureaucracies,  Labor. 
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Commentary 


he  Summit  on  AIDS  and  the  African 
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The  Harvard  AIDS  Institute  recently  released  data  on  the  shifting  picture  of  HIV 
infection.  The  number  of  infections  among  African-Americans  now  equals  those  for 
whites.  So  how  could  this  be?  We  know  that  African  Americans  are  12  percent  of  the 
population.  At  the  October  22  Press  Conference  held  at  the  close  of  the  Summit  on 
AIDS  in  the  African  American  Community,  reporters  asked  national  leaders  a  num¬ 
ber  of  challenging  questions:  “How  do  you  explain  the  fact  that  Blacks  are  about  to 
surpass  whites?”  was  the  first  question,  (see  graph  marking  the  demographic  shifts  in 
the  epidemic)  A  disgruntled  reporter  raised,  “Why  now?  The  devastating  figures  on 
race  and  AIDS  have  been  around  for  a  long  time,  what  is  it  about  this  moment  that 
led  you  to  call  this  meeting?”  The  answers  the  spokespeople  gave  either  pointed  to  a 
graph  indicating  a  steady  increase  in  HIV  infections  among  Blacks  while  whites  were 
on  a  steady  decline  or  else  made  reference  to  the  increase  in  poverty  and  drug  use  that 
spells  greater  doom  regarding  risks  for  HIV.  These  answers  did  not  seem  to  satisfy  the 
reporters.  Then  why? 


of  color  in  the  AIDS  statistics  hasn’t  been  seen  as  a 
remarkable  fact...?”  She  proceeds  to  unravel  that 
“[w]hat’s  at  issue  here  is  how  to  break  the  dominant 
culture’s  association  of  blacks  with  disease  and 
immorality.”  Gays  used  the  connection  between  sex 
and  community  to  open  up  a  community  discussion 


The  Summit  on  the  AIDS  crisis  in  the  African 
American  community  called  together  national  lead¬ 
ers,  celebrities  and  AIDS  organizers  to  create  a  call 
to  action — a  call  to  African  American  institutions  to 
put  AIDS  at  the  top  of  their  priorities  for  the  coming 
years.  Organized  by  the  Harvard  AIDS  Institute  and 
funded  by  the  Kaiser  Family  Foundation,  the 
Summit  drew  leading  black  intellectuals  like 
Professor  Henry  Louis  Gates  of  Harvard  University, 
Beltway  activists  like  Marion  Wright-Edelman  of  the 
Children’s  Defense  Fund,  CDC  doctors  like  David 
Satcher,  AIDS  activists  and  policy  developers  like 
Mario  Cooper,  Phill  Wilson  of  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Black  Leadership  Forum,  and  Belynda  Dunn, 
African  American  Education  Specialist,  the  last  three 
also  speaking  from  their  position  as  HIV  positive. 

Looking  for  Answers 

The  reporters’  questions  are  good  ones.  The  alarm 
rang  almost  a  decade  ago  when,  in  early  1987,  pub¬ 
lished  data  revealed  that  HIV  was  disproportionate¬ 
ly  affecting  communities  of  color,  most  dramatically 
among  women  and  children.  Richard  Goldstein’s 
article,  “AIDS  and  Race — the  Hidden  Epidemic,”  in 
a  March,  1987  issue  of  the  Village  Voice  publicized 
the  then  recent  Center  for  Disease  Control  statistics 
that  a  black  women  was  thirteen  times  and  a  Latina 
eleven  times  more  at  risk  than  a  white  woman  to 
contract  AIDS.  By  the  following  summer,  the  New 
York  Times  published  a  major  feature  story,  “High 
AIDS  Rates  Spurring  Efforts  for  Minorities.”  Yet 
those  efforts  to  address  the  enormous  discrepancies, 
and  to  generate  specific  education  programs  for  com¬ 
munities  of  color,  were  stalled  on  many  fronts. 


The  white-dominated  gay  AIDS  service  organi¬ 
zations  then  worked  mainly  in  gay  communities 
with  a  “race-blind”  view  of  the  epidemic.  The  black 
media  was  for  the  most  part  silent,  resistant  to  a 
public  airing  of  the  issues.  There  was  no  call  to 
action.  The  white  media  propelled  representations 
of  whites  as  gay  and  Blacks  as  drug  addicts  when 
identifying  who  was  affected  by  the  epidemic.  In 
the  media,  a  particular  moral  order  was  upheld, 
marking  the  borders  between  normal  and  abnor¬ 
mal,  between  innocent  and  guilty.  Within  this 
moral  frame,  those  infected  by  HIV  were  cast  out  of 
the  general  population  as  marginal  subgroups  that 
contained  types  of  people  to  avoid — homosexuals, 
bisexuals,  iv  drug  users.  Both  black  and  white  lead¬ 
ers  failed  to  challenge  such  frameworks.  The  ten¬ 
sion  between  stopping  transmission  and  upholding 
the  moral  order  derailed  prevention  efforts  and 
undermined  public  discussion. 

So  why  now  have  black  leaders  assembled?  What 
has  changed?  Is  this  a  clear  call  to  abandon  that  moral 
order,  to  take  on  the  issues  of  sex  and  iv  drug  use  as 
they  relate  to  stopping  transmission?  Are  the  organiz¬ 
ers  of  the  Summit  saying  that  the  cost  of  claims  to 
respectability  have  become  too  great — at  last?  Is  this  a 
recognition  of  their  complicity  in  the  spread  of  AIDS? 

The  Challenge 

Back  in  1987,  when  the  news  was  breaking  on 
race  and  AIDS,  Evelynn  Hammonds,  a  historian  of 
science  specializing  in  the  history  of  disease,  wrote 
a  widely  reprinted  article,  “Race,  Sex,  AIDS:  The 
Construction  of  ‘Other’.”  Hammonds  begins  by 
questioning,  “why  the  vast  disproportion  of  people 


on  prevention,  all  the  while  preserving  the  right  to 
sexual  expression.  By  stridently  claiming  a  right  to 
sex,  gay  men  challenged  the  notion  of  homosexual¬ 
ity  as  bad;  the  black  community,  on  the  other  hand, 
embraced  “monogamy  in  the  face  of  the  dominant 
culture’s  association  of  black  people  with  promiscu¬ 
ity,”  and  denied  “the  existence  of  homosexuality  in 
the  community.”  Yet  the  US  cultural  tradition  of 
identifying  Blacks  with  disease,  uncontrolled  sexual¬ 
ity  and  specifically,  sexually-transmitted  diseases, 
was  not  dislodged  by  being  ignored  or  denied. 

If  racial  stereotyping  is  to  be  undone,  then  a  chal¬ 
lenge  to  the  power  of  whites  to  define  what  is  moral 
and  immoral  must  be  mounted.  Trumpeting  sexual¬ 
ly  conservative  values  in  order  to  claim  respectabil¬ 
ity  has  failed  miserably.  The  silence  that  in  1987 
represented  much  of  the  African  American  response 
to  AIDS,  their  fear  of  backlash,  Hammonds  argues, 
left  these  damaging  associations  of  Blacks  with  dis¬ 
ease  and  sexual  immorality  in  place. 

Cracks  in  the  Moral  Order 

What  has  happened  over  the  years?  While  minis¬ 
ters  in  the  black  community  joined  the  condemna¬ 
tion  of  immoral  behavior — homosexuality  and  iv 
drug  use — as  their  response  to  AIDS,  their  parishes 
dwindled  and  their  communities  suffered.  As 
Belynda  Dunn  discusses  in  her  interview  (in  this  issue 
of  GCN),  some  churches  are  turning  around.  When 
black  leaders  pointed  to  the  graph  showing  equal 
numbers  of  HIV  infections  among  Blacks  and 
whites,  when  the  tallies,  particularly  for  black  youth, 
show  that  death  from  AIDS  now  exceeds  the  cumu¬ 
lative  deaths  from  violence  and  other  health-related 
causes,  they  may  be  in  a  state  of  shock,  still  wonder¬ 
ing:  how  did  this  happen?  Maybe,  despite  the  credi¬ 
bility  gap,  some  identify  in  relation  to  the  promises 
made  by  The  Summit  (see  The  Call  published  in  this 
issue).  Maybe  the  answer  to  the  question  raised  by 
the  reporter,  “Why  now?”  has  more  to  do  with 
cracks  in  the  moral  order  that  are  wreaking  havoc  in 
the  black  community,  and  the  humbling  recognition 
that  the  virus  (that  knows  no  morals)  moves  much 
more  smoothly  than  we  do  across  social  boundaries. 

Reversals 

There  is  an  irony  here.  As  the  black  community 
comes  forward  to  embrace  those  infected  with  HIV, 
to  name  the  issue  of  homophobia,  and  to  shift  the 
ground  from  which  respect  and  dignity  come,  some 
gay  white  leaders  and  writers  have  reinvented  them¬ 
selves  as  ghosts  of  J.  Edgar  Hoover,  out  to  police  gay 
male  sexual  behavior.  The  moral  order  against 
which  AIDS  activists  fought  throughout  the  80s  and 
early  90s,  now  reappears  as  a  gay  thing.  When 
queers  abet  the  police  in  closing  down  bathhouses, 
target  those  who  are  HIV  positive  for  blame  when 
seroconversions  increase,  or  protest  loudly  against 
sexual  displays  in  gay  pride  marches,  we  confront  a 
new  kind  of  gay  identity.  There  was  a  time  when 
people  wrote  about  how  queer  movements  became 
the  repository  of  a  critique  of  personal  life  by  chal¬ 
lenging  how  in  this  continued  on  next  page 
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\Ve  Support  Healthy 
Relationships,  Starting? 
Will  Our  Own.  & 


For  25  years 
we've  celebrated  the 
benefits  of  healthy 
relationships  in  all 
sorts  of  communities. 

Our  relationships 
with  Beth  Israel  Hospital  and 
Harvard  Medical  School  are  no 
exception. 

Combined  with  the  fine 
resources  of  these  two  exceptional 
medical  facilities  we  are  indeed  a 
world-class  organization. 

With  top-notch  people 
and  prograins  ranging 
from  the  routine  to  the 
innovative.  From  physical 


exams  to  HIV  care, 
from  preventive  health 
care  to  manage-ment 
of  chronic  illness,  from 
breast  exams,  Pap 
smears  and  GYN  care 
to  dermatology  and  mental  health 
services 

Plus,  we  accept  most  major 
health  plans.  Discounted  patient 
parking  is  available  under  the 
building.  And,  of  course,  we're 
wheelchair  accessible. 

Call  617-267-0900 
extension  222 for  an 
appointment  or  for  more 
information. 


- TjVl  n  'T-~l  Community  Health  Center 

H^Fenway 


Years  of  caring  for  the  community 


Se  habla  espanol.  Para  mas  information ,  llame  al  617-267-7766,  extension  447. 


Fenway  Community  Health  Center  ■  7  Haviland  Street,  Boston,  MA  02115 


A  Gay  Friendly  Language  School 

in  CUERNRURCR,  MER I  CO  announces: 


In  additon  to  ongoing  Spanish  language  classes, 
Cetlalic,  an  alternative  language  center,  offers  special  programs 

Come  to  Cuernavaca,  the  City  of  Eternal  Spring 

For  further  information:  email  cetlalic@plcmeta.apc.org  or  write  to 
Cetlalic,  Apdo.  Post.  1-201,  Cuernavaca,  Morelos,  62000,  Mexico 
Tel:  (5273)  12  67  18;  Fax  (5273)  18  07  20; 

In  the  US.  contact  Margaret  (617)  497-5999 


culture  we  live,  love,  and  make  love — a  critique  that  challenged  the  public/pri¬ 
vate  divide.  Now  that  divide  returns  with  a  vengeance.  A  queer  identity  emerges 
stripped  of  sexuality,  of  sex.  We  limit  ourselves  to  ENDA  and  a  rights  agenda. 
We  fight  the  Right  by  bypassing  (or  dare  we  say  agreeing  to)  the  very  issues  they 
attack  us  on,  e.g.,  “promiscuity.”  We’re  on  sit  corns  and  family  entertainment 
shows,  we’re  parents  and  we  get  married.  We’re  desexed. 

In  1987  Hammonds  made  an  astute  critique  of  the  Civil  Rights  Movement, 
one  that  has  resonance  for  where  the  queer  movement  is  today: 

Sexuality  and  sexual  politics  never  came  to  the  forefront  of  the  civil  rights 
agenda  because  of  the  reaction  of  the  black  community  to  the  way  in  which 
race  and  sex  had  historically  been  used  against  the  black  community.  What 
the  AIDS  epidemic  raises  is  that  the  black  political  agenda  has  not  been 
able  to  dethrone  the  power  of  that  ideology. 

Could  it  be  that  the  civil  rights  agenda  now  trumpeted  by  queers  harbors  the 
view  that  we  cannot  dethrone  the  ideology  of  our  “immoral”  behavior.”  We  fight 
for  mobility  in  the  public  sphere,  the  rest  is  a  secret.  Whoever  said  progress  was 
forward  moving? 


As  the  black  community  comes  forward 
to  embrace  those  infected  with  HIV,  to 
name  the  issue  of  homophobia,  and  to 
shift  the  ground  from  which  respect  and 
dignity  come,  some  gay  white  leaders 
and  writers  have  reinvented  themselves 
as  ghosts  of  J.  Edgar  Hoover,  out  to 
police  gay  male  sexual  behavior. 
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African  American  Community: 


A  Call  to  Action 


l 


iii# 


(Actual  and 


: 


Akl^x 


Twelve  years  ago  I  did  my  first  talk  on 
AIDS  in  the  Black  community.  The  audi¬ 
ence  was  the  Los  Angeles  Black 
Ministerial  Alliance.  I  had  spoken  to 
Black  audiences  before.  But  this  was  my 
first  explicit  discussion  focusing  exclu¬ 
sively  on  the  impact  of  AIDS  on  the 
African  American  community.  I  had 
spent  two  months  fighting  with  the 
Centers  of  Disease  Control  just  to  get 
the  information.  This  was  before  the 
monthly  surveillance  reports  sorted 
prevalence  by  race.  The  response  from 
the  ministers  was  extremely  hostile. 
They  acted  as  if  I  had  committed  some 
heinous  crime  because  I  dared  to  suggest 
that  Black  people  were  at  risk  of  getting 
AIDS  and  maybe  they  should  pay  atten¬ 
tion.  I  remember  one  minister  in  partic¬ 
ular  who  said,  “This  is  not  our  problem 
and  we’re  not  going  to  let  them  blame 
this  thing  on  us!”  I  knew  then  that  AIDS 
had  already  visited  many  of  their 
churches.  I  wondered  how  many  of  “us” 
had  to  get  infected,  how  many  of  “us” 
had  to  be  diagnosed  with  AIDS,  how 
many  of  “us”  had  to  die  before  it  would 
become  “our  problem”.  The  memory  of 
that  meeting  haunts  me  still  today.  There 
seems  to  be  a  new  desire  among  some 
African  American  leaders  to  at  least  talk 
about,  if  not  necessarily  do  anything 
about  AIDS  and  HIV  in  the  Black  com¬ 
munity.  During  the  week  of  October  21, 
The  Harvard  AIDS  Institute  hosted  a 
meeting  to  address  the  impact  of  AIDS 
on  African  Americans. 


Harvard  AIDS  Institute,  1996 


Leading  for  Life 

Nearly  100  prominent  African  American  Leaders  gathered  at  the  Leading  for  Life  meeting  convened  by  the 
National  Minority  AIDS  Council  and  the  Balm  in  Gilead  to  hear  the  latest  statistics  and  learn  about  the  state 
of  the  AIDS  epidemic  in  Black  America  from  leading  health  officials  and  AIDS  advocates.  The  Conference  was 
called  to  order  by  Henry  Louis  Gates,  Ph.D.  of  the  WEB  Dubois  institute  for  Afro-American  Research  at 
Harvard  and  Alvin  F.  Poussaint,  MD.  of  Harvard  Medical  School.  Dr.  Gates  compared  his  experience  as  a 
member  of  the  anti-war  generation  with  the  war  on  AIDS.  “There  is  another  war  going  on.  AIDS  is  our  gen¬ 
eration’s  plague,”  he  said,  “And,  like  the  war,  (a)  disproportionate  number  of  people  infected  with  HIV/AIDS, 
and  those  who  have  succumbed  to  AIDS,  are  African-American.”  Gates  concluded  by  charging  traditional 
homophobic  tendencies  in  African  American  culture  and  uninformed  stereotypes  about  HIV  and  AIDS  as 
major  contributors  to  the  denial  about  the  disease  in  the  Black  community.  “AIDS  is  rampant.  This  is  a 
tragedy,  a  human  tragedy  of  monstrous  proportions,  which  could  have  been,  and  could  be,  avoided.  Which  is 
why  we  are  here  this  morning.” 

Dr.  Poussaint  continued  to  stress  the  impact  of  denial  in  his  comments,  while  adding  the  barrier  of  fear  and 
fatalism  to  the  list  of  obstacles  African  Americans  must  overcome  in  order  to  develop  a  comprehensive 
response  to  AIDS  and  HIV  disease. 

“Whosoever” 

Metropolitan  Interdenominational  Church  is  located  in  Nashville  Tennessee.  Some  call  it  the  buckle  of  the 
bible  belt.  Metropolitan’s  minister  is  Rev.  Edwin  Sanders,  Ph.D.,  a  tall,  bearded  Black  man  with  a  full  rich  voice. 
“I  guess  the  way  in  which  I  read  the  teachings  of  Christ  is  that  Jesus  was  inclusive  of  all  and  alienating  to  none,” 
says  Rev.  Sanders.  “Here  at  Metropolitan,  we  embrace  a  classic  line  in  the  bible,  the  passage  of  John  3/16,  ‘God 
so  loved  the  world  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  son  so  that  whosoever  believeth  in  him  shall  not  perish,  but 
shall  have  everlasting  life’.  What  we’ve  done  with  John  3/16  is  to  blow  up  the  word  ‘whosoever.’  One  of  the 
problems  of  the  church  is  that  there  are  many  who  always  want  to  file  exceptions  to  the  whosoever-whosoever 
except  this  group,  except  that  group  or  the  other  group.  But  for  us,  we  keep  coming  back  to  the  fact  that  it  is 
an  unqualified  whosoever.  That  allows  us  to  get  beyond  all  of  the  ways  in  which  folk  would  try  to  isolate,  alien¬ 
ate,  and  separate  off  any  individual  or  group  of  individuals.” 

Metropolitan  sponsors  a  broad  spectrum  of  HIV  related  programs  in  their  Wellness  Center.  The  church  fund¬ 
ed  Center  sponsors  psychosocial  support  in  the  way  of  group  and  individual  counseling.  They  help  HIV  indi¬ 
viduals  with  insurance,  budgeting  and  legal  issues.  The  church  sponsors  a  first  response  program  that  provides 
cash  disbursements  to  pay  for  prescriptions,  rent,  food  and  other  necessities  of  life.  continued  on  next  page 
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Wilson  continued  from  previous  page 


I  know  that  AIDS  in  the 
Black  community  is  a 
metaphor  for  the  effect 
of  a  powerful  union 
between  racism,  homo¬ 
phobia  and  denial.  I 
know  that  it  is  this  com¬ 
bination,  this  multi-head¬ 
ed  monster,  that  renders 
Black  folk  living  with  HIV 
and  AIDS  invisible. 


.  HIV  Infection 

o**™***  Homicide  and 

legal  intervention 

— —  Diseases  of  the  heart 

«  »  «  » «  Accidents  and 
adverse  effects 

•  -  •  •  •  Malignant  neoplasms 


Years 


Metropolitan’s  drop-in  policy  allows  PLWA’s  and 
PLWHIV’s  to  come  by  to  listen  to  music,  play  cards, 
meditate  or  pray.  The  church  is  committed  to  pro¬ 
viding  a  safe  space  where  clients  can  come  and 
know  that  they  can  be  free  from  all  the  things  that 
represent  the  ways  in  which  they  experience  assault 
upon  their  lives  and  their  character.  Rev.  Sanders 
proudly  declares,  “If  there  is  any  way  in  which  you 
would  define  who  we  are  and  the  way  in  which  we 
see  ourselves  theologically  and  the  way  we  have 
license  to  move  in  the  arena  we  do,  in  the  way  we 
do,  it’s  because  the  word  ‘whosoever’  ends  up  being 
the  central  and  driving  force  behind  all  of  our  min¬ 
istry.”  The  Rev.  led  the  conference  in  an  invocation 
acknowledging  the  potential  that  is  released  when 
people  come  together  in  a  common  spirit  to  address 
an  issue  and  the  way  in  which  that  spirit  can  trans¬ 
late  into  new  windows  of  awareness  in  their  heads 
and  hearts  that  otherwise  might  not  be  revealed. 
One  of  the  things  that  has  left  African  Americans 
behind,  in  the  fight  against  AIDS  and  HIV,  is  the 
way  in  which  we’ve  gotten  bogged  down  in  the 
issues  of  lifestyle — sexual  orientation,  drug  use — 
and  the  way  in  which  that  has  served  to  undermine 
our  efforts.  Rev.  Sanders  spoke  about  moving 
beyond  the  issues  that  have  come  to  be  divisive 
within  the  African  American  community  as  they 
relate  to  HIV  and  AIDS.  He  prayed  that  African 
Americans  be  led  to  “move  to  a  more  inclusive  pos¬ 
ture  in  their  thinking.” 

What  a  Difference  a  Decade  Makes. 

In  1985  there  were  16,000  AIDS  cases  in  the 
US — 6,300  of  them  were  Black  or  Brown.  Helene 
Gayle,  MD,  the  director  of  the  National  Center  for 
HIV,  STD,  and  TB  prevention  at  the  Centers  for 
Disease  Control  presented  the  grim  new  facts:  (see 
graphs  and  side  bar) 

•  HIV  is  the  leading  cause  of  death  among  African 
Americans,  age  25  to  44. 

•  One  out  of  five  deaths  among  African  American 
women  in  this  age  group  is  caused  by  AIDS:  one  out 
of  three  among  African  American  men. 


•  Black  women  are  nearly  15  times  more  likely  than 
white  women  to  have  AIDS.  Black  men  are  five  times 
more  likely  than  white  men  to  have  the  disease. 

Ilf.:: 

•  In  1995  more  African  Americans  died  from  AIDS 
than  cancer,  heart  disease,  homicide  and  suicide 
combined. 

•  Blacks  comprise  just  12  percent  of  the  American 
population  but  40  percent  of  all  AIDS  cases.  Over 
50  percent  of  the  female  cases  are  African 
American,  and  more  than  60%  of  all  children  with 
AIDS  are  African  American. 

With  statistics  like  these  it’s  understandable  why 
prominent  leaders  like  Children’s  Defense  Fund 
president  Marion  Wright  Edelman,  David  Satcher, 
director  of  the  Centers  for  Disease  Control,  and 
White  House  officials  Patsy  Flemming  and  Alexis 
Herman  were  in  attendance.  But  the  meeting  was 
marked  not  only  by  who  was  there,  but  also  by  who 
was  not.  Not  one  member  of  the  Congressional 
Black  Caucus  attended.  Absent  were  Kweisi 
Mfume,  executive  director  of  the  NAACP,  Hugh 
Price  of  the  Urban  League,  Rev.  Joseph  Lowery, 
head  of  the  Southern  Christian  Leadership 
Conference,  and  Dexter  King,  newly  appointed 
director  of  the  King  Center  in  Atlanta;  though  con¬ 
ference  organizers  said  all  had  been  invited.  There 
was  a  representative  from  the  NAACP  youth  coun¬ 
cil.  But  given  the  reality  of  AIDS,  many  participants 
thought  this  was  a  conference  and  an  issue  that 
deserved  the  presence  of  those  who  represent  the 
uppermost  positions  of  leadership  and  authority  in 
the  African  American  community. 

It’s  about  Passion 

Dr.  Poussaint  believes  African  Americans  need  to 
make  our  response  to  the  AIDS  pandemic  have  the 
energy  and  moral  equivalence  of  the  Civil  Rights 
Movement.  This  may  be  difficult  to  do  given  the 
stigma  of  AIDS.  For  many  African  Americans,  AIDS 
is  added  to  an  already  full  plate.  When  AIDS  is 
added  to  the  plate;  crime,  drugs,  unemployment, 
homelessness,  gangs  and  a  host  of  other  societal  ills 
do  not  go  away.  The  plate  just  gets  heavier.  But  Dr. 


Poussaint’s  point  is  a  strong  one.  He  reminded  par¬ 
ticipants  that,  “These  problems  are  all  linked  with 
HIV/AIDS,  adding  to  the  burden  of  pain  and  grief  in 
the  Black  community.  AIDS  kills,  families  are  torn 
apart,  children  are  homeless,  economic  pain 
destroys  the  Black  community.” 

Norm  Nickens,  the  director  of  the  San  Francisco 
AIDS  office,  used  the  case  study  of  the  Black 
Coalition  on  AIDS  (BCA)  to  discuss  the  need  for 
community  services  and  demonstrate  how  AIDS  is 
not  a  priority  issue  among  Black  leaders.  According 
to  Nickens,  BCA  provides  a  myriad  of  AIDS  services 
for  African  Americans  in  the  San  Francisco-Bay 
area.  Over  the  last  few  years  under  the  direction  of 
its  first  executive  director,  the  agency  experienced 
steady  growth  and  has  become  a  critical  component 
of  the  care  delivery  system  in  San  Francisco. 

When  the  Executive  Director  left  the  position, 
the  agency  began  to  unravel,  until  it  was  in  com¬ 
plete  disarray.  Newspaper  reports  confirmed  that 
the  agency  was  about  to  be  closed.  No  one  from 
the  African  American  community  responded  to  the 
crisis.  A  crucial  resource  was  about  to  be  lost  to  the 
community  and  no  one  seemed  to  care. 

Belynda  Dunn,  the  African  American  Program 
Manager  from  AIDS  Action  Committee  of  Boston, 
spoke  on  the  impact  of  AIDS  on  women.  (See  inter¬ 
view  with  Dunn  in  this  issue.)  Ms.  Dunn,  who  is 
infected,  gave  her  personal  account  of  the  epidemic. 
She  spoke  about  her  frustration  and  feelings  of  talk¬ 
ing  to  a  brick  wall.  “We  have  these  meetings,”  she 
said.  “All  we  do  is  recount  the  problem.  We  never  get 
to  the  solutions.  This  is  an  emergency  meeting. 
Where  have  all  of  you  been?  AIDS  was  an  emergency 
when  I  found  out  that  I  was  infected  and  there  were 
no  services  for  me.  There  was  no  support  in  the  Black 
community  for  a  straight  Black  woman  with  HIV.  I 
had  to  go  the  Gay  community  for  support.  If  it  were 
not  for  the  Gay  community  I  would  not  be  here 
today.”  Ms.  Dunn  chastised  the  community  for  it’s 
lack  of  action  and  urged  participants  to  develop  pas¬ 
sion.  “I  need  you  to  develop  passion,  not  compas¬ 
sion,  but  passion.  If  you  don’t  have  any,  get  some.  If 
you  have  some,  get  more.  If  you  need  some,  talk  to  a 
person  with  AIDS!” 
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A  Call  For  Action: 

The  Leading  For  Life  ADDeal 


A  Call  to  Action 

The  biggest  success  of  the  conference  was  getting  people  to  a  point  of  acknowl¬ 
edging  the  necessity  of  commitment  and  to  affirm  that  commitment  as  a  part  of  the 
process  of  the  day.  During  the  final  session  the  group  worked  on  a  call  to  action, 
(see  side  bar)  The  call  establishes  a  much  needed  sense  of  urgency.  It  clearly  lays 
out  the  facts  of  the  epidemic  in  African  American  communities.  It  sets  specific, 
measurable  goals  for  African  American  organizations.  And  most  importantly,  in 
my  opinion,  it  asks  African  Americans  to  hold  our  organizations,  our  churches,  our 
healthcare  providers  and  our  families  accountable  for  their  response  to  this  threat 
to  our  communities.  No  one  was  sure  how  the  day  would  go  when  they  arrived. 
Participants  left  the  meeting  having  made  some  clear  declarations  of  commitment 
and  reaffirming  any  commitments  that  they  might  have  already  made.  The  chal¬ 
lenge  now  will  be  follow  though.  It  is  always  easier  to  engage  people  for  a  day  than 
it  is  to  continue  to  expand  on  that  engagement  in  a  manner  that  affects  real  change. 
While  working  with  different  segments  of  the  African  American  community,  it  will 
be  important  to  work  with  people  where  you  find  them.  Important  work  on  poli¬ 
cy,  prevention  and  care  can  and  must  happen  whether  or  not  all  parties  have  come 
to  a  clear  position  on  the  inclusivity  of  all  “lifestyle”  issues.  Dr.  Sanders  offered  his 
experience  with  Black  churches  as  a  model.  “We  just  simply  say  our  community  is 
being  devastated.  You’re  burying  people.  You’re  having  to  administer  to  people. 
You  have  to  have  a  response.  What  we’ve  discovered  by  getting  a  point  of  engage¬ 
ment  on  that  level,  eventually  we’re  able  to  begin  to  move  some  attitudes  and  pos¬ 
tures  to  the  bigger  aspects  of  the  issue.”  If  we  hold  out  the  litmus  test — do  you 
accept,  do  you  include,  do  you  recognize —  before  we  begin;  we’ll  never  get  past 
square  one. 

This  conference  basically  had  three  take  home  messages  for  HIV  clinicians  and 
advocates.  There  are  significant  challenges  facing  African  Americans  and  clinicians 
charged  with  reaching  them.  There  are  models  that  are  working.  But  most  impor¬ 
tantly,  we  have  so  much  more  to  do  to  educate  people  on  their  risk  factors  and  to 
motivate  people  to  action.  This  is  a  paradoxical  time  in  the  battle  against  AIDS  and 
HIV.  There  is  a  desperate  knee-jerk  need  to  declare  victory  brought  on  by  the 
incredible  effectiveness  of  new  therapies.  Let’s  just  say  we  won  and  go  home.  At 
the  same  time  the  epidemic  is  raging  forward  in  some  communities  totally  oblivi¬ 
ous  to  the  new  paradigm  of  hope  and  care.  Over  the  next  few  years  much  of  the 
work  in  AIDS  will  be  done  in  Black  and  Brown  communities.  The  Harvard  meet¬ 
ing  represents  an  awareness  by  some  members  of  our  communities  that  AIDS  is 
“our  problem”.  It  is  about  “us”. 

Phill  Wilson  is  the  director  of  the  Southern  California  AIDS  Social  Policy  Archive  at  the 
University  of  Southern  California.  He  has  been  HIV+  for  sixteen  years.  E-Mail 
Philhv@calvin.USC.edu 
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Whereas,  AIDS  is  the  leading  cause  of  death  for  African  Americans  aged 
25  to  44,  greater  than  homicide,  heart  disease,  and  accidents  combined;  dec¬ 
imating  our  communities  and  destroying  families; 

Whereas,  it  is  estimated  that  300,000  to  500,00  African  Americans  are 
already  infected  with  HIV;  and  in  less  than  four  years,  African  Americans  will 
account  for  over  half  of  ail  HIV  cases; 

Whereas,  African  Americans  account  for  over  half  of  all  AIDS  cases 
among  children,  over  half  of  all  women  with  AIDS,  and  one-third  of  all  men 


Whereas,  HIV/AIDS  has  such  a  direct  and  devastating  economic,  social 
and  emotional  impact  on  our  communities  and  families  and  is  inextricably 
linked  to  other  socio-economic  maladies. 

Now,  therefore,  we  call  on  our  community,  our  families,  members  of  reli¬ 
gious  congregations,  schools,  businesses,  political  and  cultural  groups,  crim¬ 
inal  justice  system  and  community-based  organizations  to  join  together  in  a 
national  emergency  effort  to  better  inform  African  American  families  about 
HIV/AIDS  prevention  education,  care,  and  treatment  issues,  including  the 
following  actions: 

■Specifically,  we  call  upon  our  journalists  to  place  HIV/AIDS  as  a  critical 
in  reporting  news  items  that  affect  our  communities;  and, 

We  call  upon  African  American  athletes,  entertainers,  artists,  businesses, 
health  clinics,  hospitals  and  social,  cultural,  educational,  religious,  and  labor 
—in  addition  to  federal  state,  and  local  governments — to  support, 
and  enhance  community-based  programs  developed  by  African 
tencans  for  their  communities  at  the  local  level. 

We  call  upon  African  American  elected  leaders  and  government  officials  to 
become  actively  engaged  in  HIV/AIDS  prevention  and  public  policy  issues;  and 
We  call  upon  our  communities  and  leaders  to  address  and  speak  out 
against  homophobia,  sexism,  racism,  addiction  and  “addicti-phobia.” 

We  call  upon  the  Congressional  Black  Caucus  to  hold  hearings  and  take  a 
leadership  role  on  the  impact  of  HIV/AIDS  on  our  community;  and 

We  call  upon  our  national  organizations  to  place  HIV/AIDS  at  the  top  of 
their  policy  agendas,  and  to  become  actively  engaged  in  public  policy  and 
community  efforts  to  ensure  fair  access  for  African  Americans  affected  by 
HIV/AIDS  to  all  treatment  and  care  services;  and 

Furthermore,  we  affirm  the  responsibilities  of  federal,  state,  and  local  gov¬ 
ernments,  all  branches  thereof,  to  address  HIV/AIDS  in  a  fair  and  equitable 
manner;  and. 

We  appeal  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  convene  an  emergency 
meeting  of  the  appropriate  cabinet-level  officials  and  community  leadership 
to  address  AIDS  within  African  American  communities; 

We  appeal  to  African  American  local  elected  officials  to  join  together  with 
advocates  and  persons  with  HIV/AIDS  and  create  specific  strategies  for  pro¬ 


tecting  the  health  of  those  impacted  by  HIV/AIDS,  and  other  chronic  dis¬ 
eases,  as  they  implement  Medicaid,  health  care,  and  welfare  reform; 

We  appeal  to  all  African  American,  and  other,  public  office-holders  to 
inform  the  community  specifically  regarding  their  policies  and  actions  in  sup¬ 
port  of  HIV/AIDS  prevention,  care,  and  research. 

Furthermore,  we  acknowledge  the  important  role  that  individual  and  cor¬ 
porate  philanthropy  has  had  on  improving  the  lives  of  all  Americans  affect¬ 
ed  by  HIV/AIDS. 

Thus,  we  appeal  to  the  Council  on  Foundations,  the  Association  of  Black 
Foundation  Executives,  Funders  Concerned  About  AIDS;  and  other  philan¬ 
thropic  interests  to  join  together  and  create  a  special  committee  to  address 
enhancing  HIV/AIDS  research,  prevention,  care,  and  treatment  within  com¬ 
munities  of  color;  and. 

We  acknowledge  the  challenge  of  these  difficult  issues,  we  welcome  the 
expertise  of  thdsp  communities  historically  affected  by  HIV/AIDS,  and  we 
welcome  all  to  join  us  in  prayer,  education,  advocacy  and  political  action. 

Finally,  we  call  upon  all  African  Americans,  hand-in  hand,  reaching  out  to 
others  locally  and  globally,  to  advocate,  care,  and  affirm  our  commitment  to 
the  health  of  our  commbnities.  If  we  fail,  our  children  will  face  the  upcom¬ 
ing  millennium  with  sorrow  in  their  hearts,  rather  than  the  hope  of  a  new 
generation.  And,  we  will  have  to  ask,  “Did  we  do  all  we  could  to  stop  the 
deaths  and  the  devastation?” 

Our  communities  deserve  our  leadership! 
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Belynda  Dunn  has  worked  at  the  AIDS  Action  Committee  of  Boston  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years.  She  participated  in  the  Summit  on  AIDS  and  the  African  American 
Community. 


GCN:  What  was  the  situation  for  you  when,  in 
1992,  you  were  diagnosed  with  HIV? 

BD:  When  I  tested  positive  I  was  fourteen 
months  clean,  there  were  no  women’s  support 
groups  for  me  anywhere.  Either  the  group  was  one 
of  people  dealing  with  already  having  AIDS  or  I  was 
referred  to  a  group,  at  a  local  hospital,  where  every¬ 
one  was  white  and  sophisticated.  I  couldn’t  identify 
with  them.  They  were  in  so  much  denial  I  would 
have  been  lost  in  the  shuffle. 

The  first  person  I  told  after  I  found  out  was 
George  Kenney  who  works  at  the  AIDS  Action 
Committee  and  is  the  elder  at  my  church.  Nobody 
that  I  knew  of  other  than  George  was  HIV  positive. 
He  took  me  to  the  minister,  and  that  is  when  the 
doors  began  to  open.  People  weren’t  open  to  HIV. 
But  through  me  disclosing  in  the  morning  service, 
the  doors  opened.  I  disclosed  because  I  was  devas¬ 
tated,  I  didn’t  know  what  I  was  going  to  do.  I  got 
incredible  support  from  people.  The  church  is  a 
broad  mix,  black,  white,  recovering  addicts,  addicts, 
gay  and  straight,  single,  in  families...  a  noodle  stew. 

GCN:  Are  you  trying  to  organize  among  black 
churches? 

BD:  We  are  already  in  the  process.  We  have  three 
churches  already  actively  doing  work,  three  others 
ready  to  go.  We  just  need  more  labor  power.  The 
ministry  is  already  established,  we  have  a  brochure, 
volunteers  that  go  to  churches  that  know  of  people 
who  are  HIV  positive  and  when  they  get  sick  and  go 
into  the  hospital,  they  are  there  for  them  and  pray 
with  them. 

A  lot  of  people  who  are  dying  from  this  disease 
have  a  fear  about  the  hereafter.  I  believe  there  is 
eternal  life,  I  believe  in  Jesus  Christ  as  my  personal 
savior — if  you  could  see  the  look  on  people’s  faces  if 
they  can  say  those  words,  you  can  just  see  the  peace 
and  harmony.  It  allows  them  to  die  in  peace,  with 
no  fear.  That  was  one  of  the  things  we  did  in  the 
beginning  that  took  off,  because  people  in  thp  Black 
community  were  turning  their  backs  on  those  with 
HIV/AIDS.  They  were  afraid,  uninformed — they 
thought  they  would  catch  it.  Starting  from  that  we 
moved  into  figuring  out  how  we  could  educate  the 
larger  population. 


Back  Door  Organizing 

I  was  running  into  brick  walls  trying  to  get  the 
ministers  to  talk  about  HIV  or  AIDS  in  the  church. 
So  I  thought,  if  we  can’t  get  in  the  front  door,  let’s 
go  in  the  back  door.  So  we  asked,  what  do  people 
in  the  church  like?  They  like  gospel  music,  they 
like  good  soul  food.  We  thought,  let’s  do  some¬ 
thing  like  a  boat  ride  with  food  and  all  the  trim¬ 
mings.  So  we  did.  Five  hundred  people  from  all  the 
different  churches  came.  We  gave  the  tickets  away, 
everything  was  free.  This  was  a  project  of  the 
AIDS  Action  Committee  where  I  have  worked  for 
a  few  years. 

I  really  have  to  say  my  agency  opened  their 
minds  to  a  lot,  because  it  was  a  job  to  convince 
them  of  this  kind  of  work.  People  who  came  on  the 
boat  got  to  know  what  AIDS  Action  is — the  services 
that  we  provide.  What  we  did  was:  we  got  to  the 
middle  of  Boston  Harbor,  we  stopped  the  music  and 
I  had  six  people  who  are  HIV  positive  speak — some 
infected  through  heterosexual  contact,  some  IVUs, 
some  gay,  all  African  American.  It  was  outrageous, 
you  could  see  the  tears,  people  came  up  to  say  how 
beautiful  that  was,  that  they  never  knew,  and  asked 
how  to  get  involved.  Of  course  when  you  do  some¬ 
thing,  you  have  to  be  persistent  and  consistent. 

We’ve  done  six  or  seven  events  where  we’ve  had 
people  with  HIV  speak,  like  at  a  gospel  concert;  a 
black  and  white  ball  with  a  dinner  where  everyone 
was  dressed  in  their  fabulous  garb.  We  had  one  of 
our  leading  ministers  do  a  sermon,  here  we  were  at 
Grove  Hall,  [a  central  gathering  spot  in  the  heart  of 
Boston’s  Black  community]  on  a  Friday  night  at  a 
sermon  and  there  were  over  400  people  there.  It  was 
a  revelation,  talking  about  HIV  and  AIDS.  So  now 
that  people  are  aware,  people  are  willing  to  volun¬ 
teer.  It’s  just  that  the  program  needs  the  support  of 
the  political  community  and  from  people  with 
money — foundations,  etc. — to  make  this  work. 

Confronting  Fright 

We  can  no  longer  sit  back  and  say  people  are  in 
denial.  That  word  has  lost  its  validity.  Denial  is  no 
longer  the  word,  rather  it  is  fright.  People  are  afraid 
to  know  that  they’re  HIV  positive.  I  think  they  know 
the  disease  is  out  there  and  pretty  much  know  how 


they  can  get  it.  We  still  have  to  educate  people,  keep 
reiterating  the  modes  of  transmission,  but  I  think 
we’re  spending  a  lot  of  money  on  trying  to  keep  peo¬ 
ple  from  getting  infected  and  not  enough  on  educat¬ 
ing  those  who  are  HIV  positive — so  that  they  will 
have  better  self-esteem,  so  that  they  will  come  out 
about  their  HIV  status,  so  that  they  will  be  the 
power  of  example  in  their  community  and  have  peo¬ 
ple  understand  hpw  they  got  infected  and  what  peo¬ 
ple  can  do  to  help  and  how  much  people  who  are 
HIV  positive  need  their  families  and  their  communi¬ 
ties  to  help  them  live.  I  think  the  ministry  we  have 
does  that,  but  we  need  more. 

Why  aren’t  more  ministers  involved?  Because 
people  listen  to  the  slammed  door.  I’m  persistent,  I’ll 
go  back  and  kick  on  the  door  until  I  turn  purple.  It 
has  changed.  We’re  doing  HIV  one-on-one  educa¬ 
tion  in  different  churches  in  the  community  and  now 
the  preachers  are  showing  up.  One  of  the  Baptist 
ministers  came  to  me  and  said  anything  I  can  do  to 
help  I  will.  Maybe  this  isn’t  CDC  statistically  signif¬ 
icant,  but  it’s  the  little  things  that  count  up. 

We  [in  AIDS  services  organizations]  are  too  busy 
having  grand  conferences  and  emergency  summits, 
workshops — all  preaching  to  the  choir.  If  you  want 
the  people  in  our  communities  to  know  about  their 
risk  for  HIV  infection  and  let  them  know  that  you 
care,  then  you’ve  got  to  bring  your  ass  from  behind 
your  desk  and  go  out  there  where  they  are. 
Whatever  you  have  to  do  to  get  them  out,  you  do  it. 
If  there  has  to  be  a  hook,  fine.  You’re  not  going  to 
get  people  to  come  to  something  if  you  just  say  it’s 
about  HIV,  you  have  to  be  innovative,  find  the  draw. 
We  do  what  the  culture  likes.  Once  they’re  engaged, 
once  they  hear  people  with  HIV,  people  are  open 
and  they  will  stay  and  think  and  remember. 

We  don’t  want  leaders  to  come  out  and  say  a  few 
words  every  now  and  then,  whenever  there  is  a  big 
press  opportunity.  We  need  you  to  be  out  there  every 
time  you  open  your  mouth.  I  don’t  care  if  you’re 
talking  about  domestic  violence  or  balancing  the 
budget  or  new  street  signs,  somewhere  in  the  course 
of  that  speech  you  need  to  be  talking  about  the  #1 
public  health  issue  that  I  believe  is  HIV.  It’s  an  epi¬ 
demic  in  our  community.  And  separating  it  out  from 
the  Black  community  to  the  Latino  Community  to 
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the  gay  community  is  bull.  It’s  the  same.  Many  Blacks  are  just  picking  up  the  idea 
that  it  is  hitting  the  community,  but  it  was  hitting  us  just  as  it  was  hitting  the  gay 
community;  it  just  wasn’t  talked  about.  The  news  that  women  were  going  to  be 
infected  at  the  rate  that  they  are  has  been  known  for  a  very  long  time. 

Not  Compassion,  Passion 

GCN:  In  the  reporting  on  the  recent  Summit  held  by  the  Harvard  AIDS 
Institute  on  African  Americans  and  AIDS,  where  you  spoke  about  women  and 
AIDS,  there  was  no  coverage  of  women  and  AIDS.  Why  do  you  think? 

BD:  They  didn’t  discuss  anything  that  I  said  at  that  Summit.  They  had  the  press 
coverage  with  the  people  they  wanted  spotlighted.  This  was  the  problem,  the  morn¬ 
ing  discussed  the  epidemiology  with  all  their  charts,  then  comes  the  two  little  HIV 
positive  people  to  tell  their  stories  and  everybody  cries  and  then  they  go  back  to 
their  same  bullshit.  I  felt  like  I  had  been  used.  In  essence  I  talked  about  that  I  was¬ 
n’t  going  to  quote  a  lot  of  statistics  on  women  and  AIDS  rather  I  told  them:  what 
I  want  from  you  is  to  have  passion,  the  same  passion  that  it  took  you  to  get  into 
political  office,  the  same  passion  that  it  took  you  to  be  a  professor,  that’s  the  same 
passion  we  want  you  to  put  into  HIV  education  and  prevention.  We  want  you  to 
care  enough  about  this  situation  to  not  just  talk  about  it  at  a  Summit,  but  to  talk 
about  it  every  day.  Ask  yourself,  what  can  I  do  to  facilitate  some  education  that  gets 
to  the  community.  I  know  the  studies  are  necessary,  but  when  you’re  talking  about 
an  epidemic,  we’re  talking  about  something  needing  to  happen  now. 

Today,  there  is  more  discussion  in  the  Black  community  than  there  ever  was. 
I  believe  we  can  go  yet  another  step  with  that,  with  consistency.  There  is  still  a 
big  barrier  between  those  who  are  HIV  positive  and  their  families.  They  come  to 
me  because  I’m  out  there.  But  it’s  hard  to  refer  them  anywhere  because  they’re 
afraid  to  let  people  know.  If  they  have  insurance  from  an  HMO,  they  have  to  go 
where  the  HMO  allows,  others  who  have  no  insurance  get  stuck  and  go  back  into 
their  holes.  Others  are  addicts  who  just  got  into  recovery  and  then  found  out 
they’re  HIV  positive  and  went  right  back  to  using  because  the  desperation  that 
got  them  into  recovery  left  when  they  found  out  they  have  HIV  and  with  it  came 
the  shame,  the  blame  and  the  guilt. 

Where  do  you  go  when  you  don’t  see  people  who  look  like  you,  that  are  your 
color,  that  you  can  identify  with.  I  get  overwhelmed  sometimes,  feeling  like  I  have 
responsibility  for  the  whole  community. 

Don't  Hide 

GCN:  Dr.  Janet  Mitchell  is  quoted  in  the  Harvard  AIDS  Review  saying  that 
work  is  happening  quietly  in  the  Black  community,  people  just  don’t  want  to  go 
public.  Others  say  that  if  you  don’t  go  public  you  aren’t  going  to  get  anything.  Yet 
others  say  that  there  is  a  history  of  abuse  from  the  medical  institutions,  e.g.  the 
Tuskegee  Experiment,  and  thus  people  are  afraid  to  go  public  because  the  history 
of  associating  African  Americans  with  disease  means  people  will  just  be  abused. 

BD:  I  can  hear  that,  but  I  agree  that  people  need  to  go  public.  I  wouldn’t  say 
that  if  I  hadn’t  gone  public.  I  was  one  of  the  first  Black  women  to  come  out  in 
the  media — a  Black  heterosexual  woman  comes  out  in  the  media,  and  it  was  a 
lonely  place  to  be.  But  I  know  that  because  I  opened  my  mouth  I’ve  gotten  things 
and  I’ve  gotten  things  done  because  I  put  myself  out  there.  It’s  time  for  people  to 
stop  hiding  behind  the  walls.  For  one  thing,  it’s  not  healthy  to  do  that  because 
you’re  in  this  place  of  misery.  We  need  to  go  public,  we  need  to  band  together. 
We  need  to  get  past  Tuskegee,  this  is  1996.  The  only  way  you  get  anything  is 
opening  your  mouth,  a  closed  mouth  don’t  get  fed. 

There  is  power  in  numbers.  If  someone  isn’t  treated  properly  with  their  pri¬ 
mary  care  physician,  in  the  emergency  room,  when  applying  for  food  stamps  or 
SSI,  it  should  be  documented  and  they  should  be  held  accountable.  Each  one  of 
those  institutions  needs  to  be  mandated  to  act  with  cultural  sensitivity,  cultural 
competency,  classes  on  the  psycho-  social  issues  that  go  along  with  HIV  infection. 
People  don’t  just  come  in  there  with  HIV,  they  come  in  with  a  whole  lot  of  other 
things  going  on  with  them  and  they  need  to  be  addressed.  They  need  to  have  a 
referral  system  if  people  are  going  to  come  back. 

Finally,  I’ve  been  working  with  African  American  lesbians  and  from  the  dis¬ 
cussions  I’ve  participated  in,  it  seems  lesbians  are  at  risk.  It  doesn’t  have  to  be  a 
statistic,  but  there  needs  to  be  more  work  done  in  that  area. 

In  the  next  year  I  plan  to  do  a  lot  more  work  with  women.  I  do  have  a  wealth 
of  knowledge  and  I  want  to  pass  that  on.  I  want  to  hold  the  churches  accountable 
for  passing  on  the  information  and  I  will  be  beating  down  their  doors,  so  they  can 
just  look  forward  to  seeing  my  little  face.  They  can  slam  the  door,  but  I’ll  be  back. 
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irst  Comes  Love, 
hen  Comes  Marriage, 
hen  Come  Queers 
ith  a  Baby  Carriage: 


awaii  Same-Sex  Marriage  Tria 


Editor's  Intro: 

In  June  of  1993,  The  Hawaii  Supreme  Court  in  Baehr  v.  Lewin 
(later  renamed  Baehr  v.  Miike)  ordered  the  state  to  issue  mar¬ 
riage  licenses  to  same-sex  couples  unless  the  state  could  show 
some  “compelling  state  interest”  in  continuing  to  discriminate 
against  them.  The  Supreme  Court  then  directed  the  Honolulu 
Circuit  Court  to  hear  the  compelling  state  interest  arguments. 
The  state  supreme  court  decision,  drawing  on  the  Equal  Rights 
Amendment  (ERA)  of  their  state  constitution,  ruled  that  same- 
sex  marriage  was  a  question  of  sex  discrimination,  not  sexual 
orientation. 

Fenton  Johnson  in  a  recent  interview  recalled  how  Phyllis  Schlafly  of  the  Eagle 
Forum  argued  in  her  opposition  to  the  ERA,  around  1980,  that  its  passage  would 
mean  homosexual  marriages.  Then,  we  laughed.  But  since  around  1990  when 
Baehr  et.  al  set  in  motion  the  Hawaii  case,  the  meaning  of  an  ERA  shifted  from 
women’s  rights  to  what  Schlafly  feared.  But  as  the  case  of  the  three  Hawaiian  cou¬ 
ples  moved  from  court  to  court,  the  issue  least  discussed  among  same-sex  mar¬ 
riage  proponents  and  most  discussed  among  conservative  and  rightwing  oppo¬ 
nents  took  center  stage:  the  welfare  of  children. 

Hawaii’s  Attorney  General  chose  to  frame  the  “compelling  state  interests”  in 
terms  of  the  welfare  of  children — arguing  that  the  optimal  context  for  child  devel¬ 
opment  is  one  with  two  opposite  sex  parents  who  are  married.  GCN  talked  with 
Nancy  Polikoff,  a  law  professor  at  American  University  who  specializes  in  gay 
and  lesbian  custody  issues,  to  seek  some  answers  to  the  question  of  why  the  state 
chose  to  argue  on  the  basis  of  what  is  best  for  children. 

.  * 

GCN:  Most  people,  opponents  and  proponents  alike,  expected  the  Hawaii 
decision  in  Baehr  v.  Miike  to  rule  in  our  favor.  Was  there  anything  surprising 
about  the  trial  and  its  outcome? 

Nancy  Polikoff:  It  wasn’t  clear  until  well  into  the  litigation  of  Baehr  v.  Miike 
that  parenting  was  what  the  trial  was  going  to  be  about.  When  the  Hawaii 
Supreme  Court  first  came  down  with  its  decision  in  Baehr  v.  Lewin,  children  were 
one  of  the  issues  the  state  raised,  along  with  tourists  wouldn’t  come  to  Hawaii, 
etc.  Then,  on  appeal,  the  whole  case  came  down  to  children. 

I  think  it  was  surprising  that  the  state  decided  to  pin  all  of  its  arguments  about 
why  marriage  had  to  be  restricted  to  opposite  sex  couples  on  the  welfare  of  chil¬ 
dren  because  the  two  things  are  not  necessarily  logically  connected,  and  of  course 
that  is  what  the  court  found. 

The  State  Fails  Miserably 

GCN:  In  looking  at  the  decision,  what  gains  do  you  see  for  gays  and  lesbians? 

NP:  I  think  the  biggest  gains  may  come  down  in  cases  involving  gay  and  lesbian 
parenting,  although  Hawaii  is  very  far  away  from  the  rest  of  the  country,  which 


may  give  judges  a  way  of  ignoring  it.  It  is  the  only  trial  that  I  am  aware  of  where 
the  entire  case  has  been  about  the  ability  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  to  raise  children. 

This  is  quite  different  from  custody  cases.  In  those  cases  you  are  dealing  with 
a  specific  child  in  a  specific  family,  so  anybody’s  general  idea  about  how  good  a 
lesbian  or  gay  parent  can  be  is  irrelevant  because  the  court  is  looking  at  particu¬ 
lar  individuals.  It  is  unusual  to  have  this  kind  of  conversation  going  on  in  a  court 
decision  that  is  generally  about  gays  and  lesbians  as  parents. 

Here  is  an  opinion  that  has  reviewed  both  testimony  put  on  on  behalf  of  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  parents,  and  testimony  put  on  by  the  state  trying  to  show  that  mar¬ 
ried  heterosexual  couples  make  better  parents;  and  the  judge  rejected  every  one 
of  the  state’s  arguments. 

There  is  a  lot  in  the  decision  that  can  be  lifted  from  it  to  show,  for  example, 
that  even  the  witnesses  for  the  state  of  Hawaii  concluded  that  lesbians  and  gay 
men  should  be  able  to  raise  children. 

From  a  teaching  point  of  view,  I  love  this  decision.  Law  students  think  the  most 
acceptable  things  to  read  are  court  decisions.  For  years  I  have  been  giving  them, 
e.g.,  Charlotte  Paterson’s  work,  the  studies  she  related  at  the  trial  that  bolster  the 
notion  that  children  of  gays  and  lesbians  are  healthy  and  well-adjusted.  I  know 
many  students  think  I’m  proselytizing,  but  now  I  have  this  court  decision  to  give 
them,  and  they  get  to  read  that  even  those  on  the  other  side  say  that  gays  and  les¬ 
bians  make  good  parents,  and  that  the  nastiest  testimony  came  from  someone  who 
doesn’t  even  believe  in  evolution,  which  led  the  judge  to  dismiss  his  testimony. 
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I  do  think  however  that  the  rightwing  academics 
are  increasingly  mobilizing  around  the  issue  of  par¬ 
enting  and  that  scholarly  literature  is  starting  to  and 
will  continue  to  contain  arguments  against  gay  and 
lesbian  parenting  written  by  law  professors.  Lynn 
Wardle  from  Brigham  Young  University  is  such  a 
scholar.  His  focus  is  to  discredit  the  research  on  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  parenting  that  was  used  in  the  Hawaii 
case.  He  was  also  one  of  those  who  testified  in  favor 
of  DOMA. 

GCN:  Was  there  other  testimony  that  the  state 
could  have  used  or  is  the  evidence  presented  by  our 
side  now  standard  information,  that  is  that  one’s 
sexual  orientation  does  not  determine  one’s  ability 
to  parent? 

NP:  On  the  news,  in  a  fleeting  blip,  I  heard  some¬ 
body  from  the  state  of  Hawaii  say  in  effect  that  he 
didn’t  think  that  they  had  to  put  on  an  extremely 
homophobic  case  in  order  to  win,  but  maybe  that  is 
what  they  should  have  done.  There  are  certainly 
people  who  could  have  been  used  to  make  a 
stronger  case,  but  they  chose  someone  who  doesn’t 
even  believe  in  evolution,  who  showed  an  animus 
toward  the  social  sciences. 

However,  they  didn’t  have  to  just  prove  that 
same-sex  parenting  wasn’t  good  for  kids,  but  that 
keeping  same-sex  couples  from  marrying  would 
achieve  the  result  of  giving  children  two  parent 
opposite-sex  familes.  There  was  an  extra  leap  there, 
even  if  there  was  research  to  show  that  children  do 
better  in  heterosexual,  married  families,  you  would 
have  to  make  another  argument  to  then  conclude 
therefore  same-sex  marriages  should  be  denied.  The 
judge  made  the  point  that  they  have  all  kinds  of  fam¬ 
ilies  in  Hawaii,  including  those  without  children. 

GCN:  Do  you  think  the  Romer  decision,  saying 
that  animus  towards  lesbians  and  gays  must  be  the 
basis  on  which  a  state  decides  to  exclude  queers 
from  participation  in  society,  affected  the  state’s 
strategy? 

No  Constitutional  Right  to  Marry 

NP:  Many  people  do  not  understand  that  the 
Hawaii  supreme  court  decision  does  not  give  gays 
and  lesbians  a  constitutional  right  to  marry,  in  fact 
it  explicitly  stated  that  gay  people  don’t  have  the 
right  to  marry,  but  what  was  found  was  sex-based 
discrimination.  I  think  that  was  where  the  door  was 


open  for  the  state  of  Hawaii  to  argue  that  the  rea¬ 
son  for  the  sex-based  classification  is  to  keep  gays 
and  lesbians  from  marrying.  That  they  have  good 
reasons  to  keep  gay  people  from  getting  married 
which  have  to  do  with  the  entire  history  and  struc¬ 
ture  of  western  civilization.  I  don’t  know  why  they 
didn’t  take  that  tack,  maybe  it  was  Romer.  The 
Hawaii  supreme  court  decision  reads  as  if  they  were 
talking  about  two  people  of  any  sexual  orientation 
getting  married  who  happen  to  both  be  of  the  same 
sex.  As  though  what  this  was  about  was  keeping 
two  friends  who  were  each  heterosexual  from  get¬ 
ting  married  if  they  wanted  to.  So  I  don’t  know  why 
the  state  of  Hawaii  didn’t  run  with  that  and  say  to 
the  court,  you  have  already  agreed  that  gay  people 
don’t  have  the  right  to  marry  and  that  this  isn’t  even 
about  gay  people  but  about  sex  discrimination. 
We’re  going  to  prove  that  actually  this  is  about  gay 
people  and  that  their  acceptance  in  society  will 
destroy  civilization.  The  compelling  state  interest  is 
that  we  need  to  stop  gay  people  from  marrying. 

In  a  typical  custody  case  it  would  be  a  lot  easier 
to  use  what  was  good  about  Romer,  simply  because 
the  bad  guys  now  have  to  couch  their  arguments  in 
a  way  that  doesn’t  show  animus  toward  lesbians 
and  gays,  but  exclusively  in  terms  of  a  particular 
person,  with  some  particular  behavior  or  attribute 
that  was  bad  for  the  child. 

Politics  or  Law? 

GCN:  Do  you  think  the  state’s  idea  was  to 
employ  a  strategy  more  for  political  purposes  than 
as  a  winning  legal  argument?  Given  the  plan  to  have 
a  constitutional  convention  was  in  the  wings,  the 


Many  people  do  not 
understand  that  the 
Hawaii  supreme  court 
decision  explicitly  stat¬ 
ed  that  gay  people  don’t 
have  the  right  to  marry. 


state  attorneys  may  have  thought  that  making  par¬ 
enting  or  the  welfare  of  children  the  focus  would 
mobilize  more  legislators  to  prevent  same-sex  mar¬ 
riage.  It’s  quite  an  irony  that  we  end  up  winning 
on  a  ground  that  we  rarely  discussed  in  relation 
to  marriage,  child-rearing,  while  the  arguments 
against  us  often  are  related  to  children. 

NP:  I  am  clueless  as  to  why  the  state  of  Hawaii 
chose  to  use  this  strategy,  given  the  logical  leap  they 
had  to  make.  In  the  DC  marriage  case,  the  corpora¬ 
tion  counsel’s  office  wrote  a  very  ugly  brief  in  which 
they  talked  about  the  Bible,  where  marriage 
between  a  man  and  a  woman  is  the  building  block 
of  society,  where  gay  people  are  cast  as  outsiders. 
The  Hawaii  Attorney  General  couldn’t  get  away 
with  that  given  the  Hawaii  Supreme  Court  decision 
was  based  on  gender  bias  and  the  state  was  obligat¬ 
ed  to  show  the  compelling  state  interests  in  banning 
same-sex  marriages.  But  if  the  state  did  decide  to  be 
somewhat  less  hateful,  then  that  may  mean  that 
they  weren’t  going  for  the  political  effects.  Their 
experts,  for  the  most  part,  accepted  gay  parenting 
and  agreed  that  children  could  do  just  fine  with  gay 
or  lesbian  parents. 

I  think  Evan  Wolfson  and  Dan  Foley  did  a  good 
job  in  cross-examining  the  state’s  experts  and  bring¬ 
ing  their  own  array  of  witnesses  to  establish  the 
value  of  gay  parenting. 

The  Rhetoric  of  Defense 

GCN:  Some  feel  that  the  kind  of  testimony 
Pepper  Schwartz  gave — where  she  argued  that  gays 
have  left  behind  the  lifestyles  of  the  70s  and  80s 
(read  “promiscuity”)  and  now  are  settling  into 
long-term  relationships — ends  up  saying  basically 
that  gays  and  lesbians  are  normal.  She  even  argued 
that  marriage  inhibits  break-ups. 

NP:  I  think  Pepper  Schwartz’s  testimony  is  exact¬ 
ly  what  I  have  been  talking  about  when  raising  the 
question  of  what  rhetoric  we  want  to  use  when  we 
say  we  want  the  right  to  marry.  Much  of  the 
rhetoric  feeds  into  a  conventional  idea  of  marriage. 
Schwartz  says,  “Most  Americans  believe  in  mar¬ 
riage  strongly  and  if  we  let  these  other  people  marry 
we  shore  up  how  important  we  think  marriage  is.  It 
doesn’t  undermine  it,  it  strengthens  it  by  our  insis¬ 
tence  on  why  we  hope  it  will  be  available  for  all 
families.”  It  is  a  perfect  example  of  a  non-critical 
view  of  marriage  that  says  it  is  a  great  institution 
and  we  want  into  it.  continued  on  next  page 
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When  legislation  like 
DOMA  is  the  focus, 
there  is  no  way  to  have  a 
discussion  that  gets  at 
the  underlying  questions 
of  marriage. 


Polikoff  continued  from  previous  page 
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The  Limits  of  Debate 

GCN:  You  were  someone  who  opposed  marriage  going  to  the  top  of  both  the 
legal  and  political  agendas  of  the  queer  movement.  [See  Polikoff’s  critique  of  mar¬ 
riage  in  GCN,  Vol.  21  #3-4,  Winter-Spring  1996.]  Ellen  Goodman,  from  a  dif¬ 
ferent  point  of  view,  wrote  a  column  after  Judge  Chang’s  decision,  saying  that 
when  the  same-sex  marriage  issue  initially  hit  the  mainstream,  she  thought:  that’s 
crazy,  why  go  for  the  top,  they’ll  push  everybody’s  buttons,  go  for  something 
winnable.  Now,  looking  at  what  has  happened,  she  concludes  that  the  focus  on 
marriage  has  meant  enormous  gains — serious  media  attention,  substantial 
debate,  polls  showing  significant  increases  in  acceptance  of  marriage-like  benefits 
for  gays  and  lesbians,  etc.  What  do  you  think  now,  given  what  has  unraveled  with 
this  case?  Do  you  think  your  arguments  from  a  few  years  ago  in  context  of  law 
still  hold? 

NP:  I  feel  the  same  way,  but  what  I  think  has  changed  the  most  is  that  the 
arguments  I  make  are  much  less  visible  now.  I  was  interviewed  a  long  time  ago 
by  Fenton  Johnson  for  what  was  supposed  to  be  an  article  on  same-sex  marriage 
for  the  New  York  Times  Magazine,  but  it  was  never  published.  The  next  thing  I 
knew  I  was  called  by  Harpers  [where  the  article  finally  appeared],  their  fact- 
checkers,  to  verify  the  quotes  from  me.  I  quite  like  the  article.  I’m  quoted  talking 
about  how  I  reject  the  idea  that  you  have  one  sexually-based  relationship  and  it 
is  the  most  important  relationship  in  your  life  and  it  is  valued  more  than  anything 
else.  I’ve  gotten  more  comments  from  that  piece  than  I  have  when  I’ve  been  quot¬ 
ed  in  the  New  York  Times.  People  said  to  me,  “Very  interesting  ideas,  I’ve  never 
thought  of  that.”  When  I  teach  these  issues,  most  students  have  never  heard  a  cri¬ 
tique  of  the  institution  of  marriage  and  certainly  not  a  critique  of  same-sex  mar¬ 
riage  that  takes  the  feminist  critique  into  account.  In  the  push  for  specific  public 
policy  like  marriage,  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  be  in  favor  of  DOMA.  And  when 
legislation  like  DOMA  is  the  focus,  there  is  no  way  to  have  a  discussion  that  gets 
at  the  underlying  questions  of  marriage. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  do  think  having  this  open  discussion  is  a  step  forward, 
even  the  hateful  discussion  that  took  place  in  Congress.  The  debate  is  happening 
everywhere.  For  example,  the  high  school  in  Montgomery  County,  a  rather  well- 
to-do  DC  suburban  area,  produces  TV  programs,  often  on  controversial  issues, 
that  go  out  on  local  cable  channels.  They  did  a  debate  on  same-sex  marriage — 
two  people  on  our  side  and  two  against,  the  latter  two  representing  The  Eagle 
Forum  and  Concerned  Women  of  America.  The  students  saw  it  in-house,  but  the 
superintendent  blocked  it  from  going  out  on  cable  TV.  It  was  a  perfect  vehicle — 
a  genuine  debate  with  a  neutral  moderator,  so  the  superintendent’s  action  has 
caused  a  furor.  One  of  my  colleagues  at  the  law  school  has  agreed  to  represent 
the  student  group. 

GCN:  As  you  pointed  out,  there  was  a  logical  gap  in  arguing  that  children  are 
best  served  by  heterosexual,  married  parents,  therefore  same-sex  marriages 
should  be  unlawful.  As  a  result  the  state  barely  discussed  the  institution  of  mar¬ 
riage  except  as  a  place  for  the  socialization  of  children.  Any  final  comments? 

NP:  I’m  glad  the  state  framed  their  case  that  way;  now  one  can  suggest  that 
the  state  made  the  best  case  it  could  to  try  to  show  that  households  with  gays  and 
lesbians  are  not  good  family  environments  and  they  failed  miserably. 
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Queers  on  the 


The  Challenge  to  the 


not  to  the  specific  demands  that  we  had.  I  do  believe  that  all  this  agitation  did 
result  in  “sexual  orientation”  being  added  to  the  laundry  list  of  protections  that 
the  convention  did  call  for.  I  think  that  without  the  pressure  there  would  have 
been  no  reference  at  all  to  sexual  orientation.  The  leadership  of  the  convention, 
in  my  view  and  in  that  of  many  in  our  caucus,  was  pandering  to  either  real  or 
perceived  homophobia  on  the  part  of  working  people.  There  was  a  similar  sit¬ 
uation  that  had  developed  with  the  abortion  question.  There  was  a  pandering 
to  the  perceived  or  real  anti-choice  position  of  some  working  people. 


The  following  interview  with  Bob  Schwartz,  founding  member 
of  AFSCME  Local  3477,  Chicago,  and  member  of  the  Lesbian, 
Gay,  Bisexual  and  Transgender  Caucus  of  the  Labor  Party  was 
first  published  in  the  Inaugural  Issue  of  Revolutionary 
Marxism  Today  (RMT). 

Forming  a  Gay  Caucus 

RMT:  Why  did  you  come  to  the  convention? 

BS  (Bob  Schwartz):  I  joined  Labor  Party  Advocates  (LPA)  and  went  to 
Cleveland  to  put  forward  gay  issues  within  the  Labor  party. 

RMT:  What  was  the  story  of  the  gay  caucus  at  the  convention? 

BS:  The  gay  caucus  was  organized  by  Paul  Lefrack  who  is  an  AFSCME  activist 
from  Michigan.  There  were  about  25  people  who  attended  the  caucus  meeting.  I 
suspect,  in  fact  I  was  told  by  several  participants  in  the  gay  caucus,  that  there  were 
many  others  present  at  the  convention  who  are  lesbian/gay/bisexual  who  did  not 
attend  the  meeting.  We  had  a  good  turnout,  but  just  how  representative  it  was  of 
the  gay  and  lesbian  attendance  at  the  convention  is  really  hard  to  say. 

RMT:  What  was  the  initial  assessment  of  the  caucus  regarding  how  to  proceed 
at  the  convention?  Fiad  people  been  satisfied  with  the  LPA  discussion  nationally 
around  the  issue  of  gay  rights? 

BS:  No.  The  reason  the  caucus  meeting  occurred  was  that  there  was  a  recog¬ 
nition  on  the  part  of  the  people  who  called  the  caucus  and  others  who  spoke  at 
the  caucus  that  our  issues  were  not  being  addressed  at  all. 

My  own  experience  in  the  Chicago  chapter  illustrates  the  point  very  well.  I 
approached  the  Chicago  chapter  in  a  couple  of  different  forms  about  my  issues. 
I  had  written  resolutions,  I  talked  to  chapter  leadership.  There  was  a  polite  hear¬ 
ing,  then  the  chapter  leadership  (which  was  the  same  group  that  went  to  the  con¬ 
vention  representing  the  chapter)  determined  that  they  would  not  adopt  any  posi¬ 
tion  on  gay  issues. 


RMT:  What  was  the  response  of  the  program  committee  representative  when 
you  approached  him? 

BS:  Adolph  Reed  told  me  that  he  was  sympathetic  to  my  position  and  that 
he  wanted  to  get  me  access  to  the  program  committee  at  the  convention.  But  I 
was  never  able  to  get  that  access.  When  the  Committee  met  that  Saturday  night 
to  consider  written  amendments,  they  may  have  considered  ours,  but  certainly 
not  favorably. 

RMT :  Do  you  think  there  should  have  a  been  a  separate  gay  rights  plank  in 
the  labor  party  platform? 

BS:  My  objective  was  to  attain  that  ideal.  As  the  thing  was  finally  written, 
there  was  language  specifically  referencing  the  oppression  of  women  and  some 
elaboration  of  how  that  oppression  divides  the  working  class.  Similarly  with 
people  of  color  and  immigrants.  The  people  of  color  reference  went  on  to  con¬ 
demn  the  burning  of  churches  in  the  South.  All  of  these  things  were  proper.  But 
we  needed  something  more  in  the  resolution  that  would  elaborate  (or  least  men¬ 
tion  by  name!)  that  some  workers  are  gay  and  lesbian. 

RMT:  So  we  had  at  least  three  caucuses  at  the  convention:  the  women’s  cau¬ 
cus  which  apparently  failed  to  meet  or  bring  its  concerns  forward  to  the  pro¬ 
gram  committee;  the  Black  caucus  which  was  successful;  and  the  gay  caucus 
which  did  not  succeed  in  getting  an  audience  with  the  program  committee.  Why 
do  you  think  the  gay  caucus  did  not  succeed? 

BS:  I  was  told  by  Frank  Rosen  (the  Chicago  LPA  chapter  leader)  and  Adolph 
Reed  that  the  leadership  of  the  labor  party  did  not  want  to  make  explicit  refer¬ 
ence  to  lesbian  and  gay  concerns  because  of  the  “sensitivity  of  the  issue.”  When 
pressed  on  that,  they  would  say  things  to  the  effect  that  a  lot  of  workers  are 
homophobic  and  we  don’t  want  to  bring  up  any  issues  that  are  “divisive”  to  the 
working  class  at  this  early  stage.  We  want  to  build  and  expand  the  base  of  the 
party  based  on  economic  issues  on  which  there  is  general  agreement. 

RMT:  There  was  a  similar  rationale  with  regards  to  the  abortion  question. 

BS:  That’s  right.  In  fact  Tony  Mazzochi  told  me  last  evening  that  he  expect¬ 
ed  flak  from  unnamed  union  leaders  simply  due  to  the  inclusion  of  sexual 


The  Strategy 

RMT:  What  were  the  key  political  planks  that  the  gay  caucus  would  have  liked 
the  convention  to  adopt? 

BS:  We  had  a  two-part  strategy  to  get  the  floor  on  Sunday.  First  was  to  sub¬ 
mit  a  resolution  commending  the  labor  party  on  the  occasion  of  its  founding  con¬ 
vention;  we  thought  this  was  an  extremely  significant  event,  “history  in  the  mak¬ 
ing”  as  the  slogan  went.  We  wanted  to  thank  the  convention  for  referencing  sex¬ 
ual  orientation  in  its  laundry  list  of  oppressions  that  the  party  opposes.  Second, 
we  wanted  to  amend  the  resolution  opposing  discrimination — I  think  it  was  call¬ 
ing  for  an  end  to  bigotry.  We  wanted  to  add  the  simple  sentence  “some  of  us  are 
gay,  lesbian  and  bisexual  as  well  as  straight.”  We  wanted  those  words  to  be  in  the 
platform,  but  we  were  not  successful  in  our  attempt  to  get  the  floor,  either  to 
introduce  the  resolution  or  to  introduce  the  amendment. 

RMT:  So  none  of  your  speakers  were  recognized  by  the  chair? 

BS:  No. 

RMT:  You  wanted  in  the  labor  party  platform  a  more  explicit  renunciation  of 
specifically  anti-gay  bigotry? 

BS:  That’s  correct.  The  African  American  caucus  was  able  to  get  to  the  pro¬ 
gram  committee.  We  also  attempted  to  do  that.  I  tried  to  work  with  a  member  of 
the  program  committee  who  was  from  the  Chicago  chapter,  Adolph  Reed,  to  get 
access  to  the  program  committee  so  as  to  get  a  larger  reference  to  our  group  if 
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orientation  in  what  I  call  the  laundry  list.  There  was 
not  opposition  [at  the  convention].  This  tends  to 
support  my  point  that  there  is  perceived  homopho¬ 
bia  on  the  part  of  union  leaders  or  working  people 
that  in  fact  may  not  be  there. 

RMT:  Would  you  say  that  there  is  a  tendency 
within  the  labor  party  leadership  to  give  up  con¬ 
cessions  on  key  social  issues  before  they’re  even 
asked  for? 

BS:  Apparently. 

What  Next? 

RMT:  Did  the  gay  caucus  meet  after  the  conven¬ 
tion  and  was  there  any  assessment  of  the  failure  to 
get  a  hearing? 

BS:  No,  there  was  no  follow-up  meeting,  but  we 
do  have  a  mailing  list  and  have  had  some  corre¬ 
spondence.  We’re  hoping  to  initiate  a  newsletter 
that  would  facilitate  communication  among  the 
caucus  members. 

RMT:  So  the  gay  caucus  sees  itself  as  continuing 
to  have  an  ongoing  role  in  the  labor  party.  Do  you 
intend  to  intervene  at  the  next  convention? 

BS:  Yes,  we  plan  to  be  there.  My  suggestion 
would  be  that  we  get  there  early  and  do  some  strate- 
gizing,  though  perhaps  much  of  it  needs  to  be  done 
in  the  chapters  and  union  locals  as  well.  We’ll  need 
to  do  a  lot  of  work  in  advance  of  the  convention  in 
order  to  get  our  issues  heard. 

RMT:  It  seems  that  in  recent  years,  particularly 
with  the  law  (which  had  both  positive  and  negative 
sides  to  it)  restricting  protests  at  abortion  clinics, 
there  has  been  a  decline  in  the  women’s  movement. 
Do  you  feel  that  there  has  been  a  decline  in  the  vis¬ 
ibility  and  effectiveness  of  the  gay  rights  movement 
in  recent  years  as  well? 

BS:  Yes  definitely.  The  leadership  of  the  gay 
rights  movement  (as  opposed  to  the  old  gay  libera¬ 
tion  movement)  is  very  much  tied  to  the  Democratic 
Party.  Its  focus  is  on  access  and  legitimacy  rather 
than  a  struggle  for  justice.  At  the  same  time  there  is 
not  only  great  dissatisfaction  but  alienation  that 
many  lesbians  and  gays  feel  toward  the  political  sys¬ 
tem.  The  debate  on  the  Defense  of  Marriage  Act  in 
the  Senate  was  not  confined  to  “gay  marriage  is  a 
bad  thing,  bad  public  policy”  ;  there  was  a  lot  of  vit¬ 
riolic,  hateful  language  that  came  out,  dehumaniz¬ 
ing  and  devaluing  the  lives  of  gay  and  lesbian  peo¬ 
ple.  That  was  very  upsetting  to  a  lot  of  us.  I  think 
there’s  a  fertile  field  here  for  a  political  party  that 
would  actively  champion  the  rights  of  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  people,  and  that  would  take  up  the  agenda  of 
liberation. 

RMT:  In  other  words,  you  feel  that  if  the  Labor 
Party  had  a  clearer  stance  on  the  question  of  gay  lib¬ 
eration  and  a  separate  plank,  it  would  have  an  elec¬ 
trifying  effect  and  possibly  go  a  long  ways  towards 
shaking  up  the  ties  of  the  gay  rights  movement  to 
the  Democratic  Party? 

BS:  I  think  there’s  certainly  a  chance  that  could 
happen.  The  leadership  of  gay  organizations  tend  to 
be  white  and  middle-class,  unlike  many  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  people.  A  clear  position  by  the  Labor  Party 
could  attract  not  only  those  gays  and  lesbians  who 


go  to  the  polls,  hold  their  noses  and  vote  for 
Democrats  like  Clinton  today,  but  would  attract  a 
lot  of  us  who  are  alienated  from  the  political 
process  and  who  to  one  degree  or  another  feel  that 
the  process  just  doesn’t  represent  our  interests  and 
who  don’t  vote. 

RMT:  Do  you  feel  that  the  Labor  Party  (which 
certainly  as  all  labor  parties  are,  has  to  be  based  on 
the  trade  unions),  is  being  too  narrowly  focused  by 
the  leadership  to  the  point  of  practically  being 
exclusively  based  on  the  trade  unions? 

BS:  Yes,  I  think  that  is  too  narrow  a  focus. 
Organized  labor  today  regrettably  represents  a 
shrinking  number  of  workers.  Certainly  steps  need 
to  be  taken  to  reverse  that  process,  but  it  is  a  fact. 
There  are  vast  numbers  of  people  who  are  outside 
of  organized  labor  whose  interests  are  not  being 
represented  by  the  Democrats,  Republicans  and 
Perot.  I  think  a  labor  party,  broadly  based,  could 
make  an  appeal  to  those  groups  who  don’t  see  their 
interests  represented  by  organized  labor. 

RMT:  Let  me  turn  again  to  the  subject  of  the 
convention  and  the  functioning  of  the  gay  caucus. 
Did  the  caucus  attempt  to  reach  out  to  other  cau¬ 
cuses,  was  there  any  cross-discussion  and  mutual 
support  from  any  of  the  other  caucuses? 

BS:  It  was  mentioned  during  the  discussion  at 
the  caucus  meeting  that  we  ought  to  reach  out  to 
the  people  of  color  and  women’s  caucus.  One  or 
two  women  who  were  present  may  have  mentioned 
that  they  attended  the  women’s  caucus.  There  sim¬ 
ply  wasn’t  time  to  act  on  these  recommendations, 
but  for  the  future  it  is  important  that  we  reach  out 
to  the  other  caucuses. 

Consensus  Decision-Making? 

RMT:  What  would  you  say  to  people  who  feel 
that  the  labor  party  needs  to  operate  on  the  basis  of 
consensus,  and  that  if  there  are  too  many  divisions 
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within  the  labor  party  it  could  be  torn  apart  at  an 
early  stage? 

BS:  Of  course  that  was  the  argument  that  was 
used  against  those  of  us  who  supported  explicit  ref¬ 
erence  to  abortion  and  who  wanted  something 
more  than  “sexual  orientation”  in  the  platform.  I 
think  that  argument  is  a  specious  one.  If  we’re 
going  to  reach  out  to  the  groups  that  are  required  in 
order  to  mount  a  successful  electoral  challenge  to 
the  Democrats  and  Republicans,  we  need  to  take  up 
the  issues  of  those  groups.  To  some  extent  the  pro¬ 
paganda  that  we  represent  “special  interests”  has 
been  effective.  The  Labor  Party  is  going  to  have  to 
reach  out  to  groups  beyond  organized  labor. 

There  is  no  question  that  because  of  its  resources 
organized  labor  is  a  key  player  here,  but  organized 
labor  can’t  do  it  alone. 

One  thing  further  on  the  issue  of  “consensus.” 
It’s  simply  not  happening.  There  is  debate  on  key 
questions,  the  electoral  policy,  for  example.  I  think 
any  demand  that  we  have  to  operate  by  consensus 
is  an  effort  to  stifle  debate.  Not  everyone  is  in  agree¬ 
ment  on  how  we  should  proceed.  Any  effort  to 
impose  “consensus”  is  to  run  the  thing  from  the 
top.  That’s  the  real  danger,  that  the  union  tops  are 
going  to  continue  to  call  the  shots.  They  did  have  to 
concede  some  points  to  those  of  us  who  have  an 
agenda  that  differs  from  theirs. 

The  Left  Retreat  from  Gay  Issues 

RMT:  Do  you  feel  that  had  there  been  an  open 
discussion  at  the  convention  on  the  question  of  gay 
rights  and  anti-gay  bigotry  that  there  would  have 
been  a  good  chance  of  persuading  the  delegates  and 
rank  and  file? 

BS:  I  think  so.  But  we’ll  never  know  because  the 
leadership  prevented  the  discussion  from  occurring. 
But  I  think  that  there’s  a  good  chance  that  a  plank 
opposing  anti-gay  bigotry  would  have  passed.  Even 
if  it  didn’t,  I  think  the  discussion  would  have  been 
good  for  the  Labor  Party  and  it  could  have  raised 
the  consciousness  of  some  people  who  were  pre¬ 
sent.  If  nothing  else  it  would  have  helped  us  break 
out  of  our  isolation,  an  isolation  that  was  created 
by  the  labor  party  leadership. 

RMT:  Clinton  has  recently  signed  into  law  the 
bill  passed  by  Congress,  the  so-called  “Defense  of 
Marriage”  Act.  Clinton  also  of  course  signed  into 
law  the  so-called  “Welfare  Reform”  Act.  Now,  the 
New  Jersey  Labor  Party  Chapter  released  a  press 
statement  denouncing  the  welfare  reform  act  and 
three  weeks  later  the  labor  party  leadership  pro¬ 
duced  a  full  statement  also  denouncing  that  act. 
Do  you  think  there  should  have  been  a  press 
release  from  the  labor  party  on  the  “Defense  of 
Marriage”  Act? 

BS:  Definitely.  I  raised  that  point  last  night  with 
Tony  Mazzochi,  and  he  said  “Well,  write  the  new 
co-chairs!”  I  think  at  a  minimum  the  labor  party 
could  have  said  “This  is  unnecessary,  this  is  gay¬ 
bashing,  this  is  anti-gay  bigotry.”  Without  necessar¬ 
ily  coming  out  and  supporting  gay  marriage,  they 
could  have  attacked  this  as  an  assault  on  gay  people 
not  only  by  Dole  but  by  Clinton.  Clinton  snuck  into 
the  White  House  in  the  wee  hours  of  the  morning  to 
sign  the  thing  then  said  it  was  Dole’s  fault!  He  was 
complicit,  he  signed  it  and  he  didn’t  have  to  do  that. 
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RMT:  Championing  the  needs  and  rights  of  all 
the  oppressed  is  really  part  of  what  used  to  be 
referred  to  during  the  Nicaraguan  revolution  as 
developing  a  “nose  for  power.”  While  in  many 
respects  the  Labor  Party  has  a  long  way  to  go  in 
developing  a  nose  for  power,  do  you  also  feel  there’s 
been  a  general  retreat  by  the  Left  on  gay  liberation? 

BS:  There  has  definitely  been  a  retreat  on  the 
left.  I’ve  been  functioning  among  the  progressives 
in  the  local  Chicago  Labor  Party  Chapter.  They 
were  receptive  when  I  brought  up  my  resolutions 
and  a  couple  of  people  even  made  some  construc¬ 
tive  suggestions  for  changes.  But  after  the  conven¬ 
tion,  someone  in  the  group  had  a  resolution  for  on¬ 
going  work  in  the  progressive  caucus,  listing  the 
kinds  of  demands  that  we  should  take  up  and  the 
struggles  we  should  support.  But  the  gay  issues 
were  nowhere  to  be  found  on  his  laundry  list! 

It’s  frustrating  running  up  against  the  people  on 
the  left  who  don’t  seem  to  get  it.  They  don’t  seem 
to  hear  that  gay  liberation  is  an  important  question. 

RMT:  What  are  your  final  thoughts? 

BS:  The  founding  of  the  Labor  Party  is  an  his¬ 
toric  advance  and  I  was  thrilled  to  be  a  part  of  an 
event  that,  as  a  unionist,  I  have  long  advocated.  But 
the  Labor  Party  leadership  will  have  to  attract  allies 
by  supporting  others  who  are  oppressed  by  the 
profit  system.  I  will  act  to  ensure  that  gay  issues  are 
Labor  Party  issues.  (September,  27  1996) 


Queer  Caucus  Resolutions 
Proposed  to  the  Labor  Party 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by  the  Lesbian,  Gay,  Bisexual  and 
Transgender  Caucus  of  the  Labor  Party  to  the  Program  Committee  but  never  reached 
the  floor  of  the  convention. 

The  Lesbian,  Gay,  Bisexual  and  Transgender  Caucus  of  the  Labor  Party  congratulates 
the  Labor  Party  on  the  historic  founding  of  a  political  party  by  and  for  working  peo¬ 
ple,  and  the  solidarity  expressed  at  this  convention  with  workers  in  this  country  and 
around  the  world.  We  further  congratulate  the  Labor  Party  on  its  clear  and  explicit 
rejection  of  bigotry  and  discrimination  based  on  sexual  orientation.  Thank  you, 
brothers  and  sisters.  The  Lesbian,  Gay,  Bisexual  and  Transgender  Caucus  moves  that 
the  Labor  Party  endorse  the  upcoming  Pride  at  Work  Conference  in  San  Francisco, 
CA  on  June  28th  and  29th  1996  which  supports: 

1  Unionizing  workplaces  in  the  gay  community; 

2  Enlisting  labor’s  help  to  fight  the  right;  and 

3  Building  lesbian,  gay,  bisexual  and  transgender  committees  in  unions. 

This  conference  has  been  endorsed  by  AFL-CIO  President  John  Sweeney,  and  is  a 
major  part  of  building  the  independent  movement  of  working  people  in  this  country 
for  justice  and  equality.  SOLIDARITY  FOREVER! 

Resolution  on  Gay  And  Lesbian  Rights  Submitted  to  the  Chicago  LPA  Chapter 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by  Bob  Schwartz,  a  member  of  AFSCME  Local 
3477,  to  the  Chicago  LPA  Chapter  Delegates’  Issues  Forum  prior  to  the  June  Labor 
Party  Convention.  The  Chicago  Chapter  rejected  this  resolution  as  did  the  Labor  Party 
Platform  Committee.  A  shorter  revised  version  of  this  resolution  was  also  rejected  by 
the  Platform  Committee  at  the  convention. 

In  October  1993,  the  AFL-CIO  extended  its  non-discrimination  policies  to  support 
“civil  rights  for  all  persons  without  regard  to  sexual  orientation,”  and  urged  affiliat¬ 
ed  bodies  to  “take  an  active  role  in  opposing  measures  which  reduce  the  rights  of  peo¬ 
ple  based  on  sexual  orientation.”  More  recently  John  Sweeney  endorsed  the  June 
1996  bi-annual  conference  of  the  “Pride  at  Work”  Lesbian,  Gay  and  Bisexual  Labor 

Alliance. 

Because  it  is  the  right  thing  to  do,  and  because  the  bosses  have  historically  used  homo¬ 
phobia  along  with  racism,  sexism,  anti-semitism  and  anti-immigrant  chauvinism  to 
divide  worker  from  worker  and  to  scapegoat  “pariah”  groups  for  the  failures  of  the 
profit  system,  the  Labor  Party  commits  itself  to  struggle  alongside  lesbian,  gay  and 
bisexual  people  in  their  fight  for  equality.  Specifically,  we  call  for 

•  Rejection  of  the  false  and  divisive  charge  that  gays  want  special  rights  rather  than 

“equal  rights.” 

•  Repeal  of  all  laws  which  criminalize  homosexuality/sodomy. 

•  Repeal  of  all  policies  which  discriminate  against  gays  in  the  military,  including 
so-called  “Don’t  ask,  don’t  tell.” 

•  Inclusion  of  discrimination  clauses  in  all  union  contracts. 

•  Passage  of  laws  guaranteeing  gays  access  to  employment,  housing,  adoption,  domes¬ 
tic  partner  benefits,  and  marriage  for  those  who  wish  it. 

•  Massive  increase  in  funding  for  research,  prevention,  and  care  for  persons  living  with 
HTV/AIDS.  Distribution  of  free  condoms  and  needle  exchange  to  protect  against  dis¬ 
ease  transmission. 

•  Promotion  of  “Rainbow  Curricula”  which  affirm  cultural  diversity  in  the  public 
schools-including  the  validity  of  lesbian,  gay  and  bisexual  experiences. 
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We,  the  people,  are  political  prisoners  of  the  corporate  state. 
The  guards  and  wardens  are  the  Republican  and  Democratic 
parties,  and  we  are  drilled  to  believe  the  bipartisan  prison  is  the 
very  house  of  democracy.  The  deliberate  policy  of  the 
Democratic  Party  is  to  beat  the  Republicans  by  joining  them  in 
attacks  on  health  care,  welfare,  and  civil  rights.  The 
Democratic  Leadership  Council  has  proclaimed  that  liberalism 
is  dead,  and  indeed  liberal  Democrats  loyally  play  dead  at 
every  election.  Many  “progressives”  are  helping  President 
Clinton  build  his  “bridge  to  the  21st  century,”  which  has  a  fast 
lane  for  the  rich  and  an  exit  ramp  into  a  ditch  for  working  peo¬ 
ple  and  the  poor. 

If  a  Republican  president  had  gone  as  far  as  Clinton  has  in  destroying  welfare, 
then  maybe  liberal  Democrats  would  have  been  roused  to  real  resistance.  Instead, 
they  were  only  roused  to  indignation  when  welfare  and  health  care  activists 
crashed  their  party  at  the  opening  of  a  Democratic  campaign  office  in  New  York 
City.  If  liberal  Democrats  pride  themselves  on  being  the  Loyal  Opposition  with¬ 
in  their  own  party,  the  disloyal  opposition  must  speak  up  loud  and  clear:  “You 
are  not  our  leaders  and  we  are  not  your  followers.” 

At  every  election,  the  Democratic  Party  receives  the  same  ritual  complaints 
from  the  self-identified  progressive  leadership  of  the  AFL-CIO,  the  National 
Organization  for  Women,  the  Rainbow  Coalition,  the  NAACP,  the  Sierra  Club, 
the  Children’s  Defense  Fund,  and  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force. 
“Meanwhile,”  as  Katha  Pollitt  wrote  in  1996  during  the  election  campaign,  “they 
preach  the  gospel  of  the  lesser  of  two  evils,  that  ever-downward  spiral  that  has 
brought  us  to  this  pass  and  that  will  doubtless  end  with  liberals  in  hell  organiz¬ 
ing  votes  for  Satan  because  Beelzebub  would  be  even  worse — think  of  the 
Supreme  Court!” 

Oh  No!  Gays  for  Gore  in  2000? 

Now  the  same  liberal  Democrats  will  begin  the  next  campaign...  for  A1  Gore. 
A  group  called  Gays  and  Lesbians  for  Gore  2000  wasted  no  time  announcing  its 
own  campaign  in  a  computer  message  dated  December  20,  1996:  “And  Just  When 
You  Thought  the  Presidential  Election  Was  Over...  The  Presidential  campaign  for 
the  year  2000  has  begun...  As  they  say,  the  early  bird  gets  the  worm!”  A  perfectly 
apt  slogan  for  this  bird-brain  campaign  and  this  spineless  candidate. 

In  corporate  board  rooms  and  the  back  rooms  of  Congress,  the  good  old  boys 
can  brag  and  joke  about  all  these  cheap  dates:  “When  they  say  No,  they  really 
mean  Yes.  They  protest,  but  they  put  out.” 

On  Strike  Against  Elections 

The  good  news  is  that  many  citizens  are  refusing  to  vote  by  rote.  Citizens  who 
go  on  strike  against  rigged  elections  have  always  been  among  the  real  defenders 
of  democracy,  and  in  the  United  States  a  growing  number  of  citizens  are  orga¬ 
nizing  outside  and  against  the  bipartisan  system.  Corporate  executives,  career 
politicians,  and  even  some  members  of  the  Supreme  Court  have  all  expressed 
alarm  at  this  citizen  rebellion. 


“The  majority  of  citizens  refused  to  vote  on  November  5,”  wrote  Michael 
Moore  in  the  December  16  issue  of  The  Nation.  “The  media  would  not  report 
this  historic  event  for  what  it  was — a  virtual  act  of  civil  disobedience  by  an  elec¬ 
torate  sick  and  tired  of  our  two  political  parties.  The  people  are  not  stupid.  They 
became  acutely  aware  during  the  campaign  that  there  really  wasn’t  much  differ¬ 
ence  between  the  Democrats  and  the  Republicans.” 

Despite  the  efforts  by  gay  Democratic  clubs  to  Get  Out  The  Vote,  several  sur¬ 
veys  found  sharp  drops  in  gay  participation  at  the  polls.  As  Lisa  Keen  noted  in 
the  Nov.  8  Washington  Blade,  “Voter  turnout  overall  was  the  lowest  since  the 
1920s — only  about  48  percent  of  the  voting  age  population  in  the  US  went  to  the 
polls  Nov.  5.  But  polling  experts  said  that  alone  could  not  help  explain  the  dra¬ 
matic  drop  in  turnout  at  the  ‘Gay  Precincts’  this  year.  The  overall  turnout 
dropped  from  55  percent  in  1992  to  48  percent  in  1996 — or  7  points.  The  ‘Gay 
Precinct’  turnout  dropped  from  72  percent  to  57  percent — 15  points.”  Keen  gave 
two  particular  reasons  for  gay  voter  dissatisfaction  with  Clinton:  “First,  the  pres¬ 
ident  on  September  21  signed  DOMA,  and  then  in  early  October,  the  Clinton 
campaign  began  airing  an  ad  on  70  Christian  radio  stations  boasting  of  Clinton’s 
signing  of  the  anti-gay  bill.” 

Yes,  the  people  are  not  stupid,  but  plenty  of  people  are  confused.  As  the  left 
gains  more  independence  from  the  Democrats,  the  right  is  also  likely  to  gain 
more  independence  from  the  Republicans.  Populism  is  not  necessarily  progres¬ 
sive — Pat  Buchanan’s  presidential  campaign  should  serve  as  recent  proof — but 
there  is  also  a  growing  movement  among  some  leftward-leaning  populists.  They 
are  claiming  the  heritage  of  earlier  American  popular  movements.  Some  folks  in 
their  ranks  still  dream  of  saving  the  Democratic  Party  from  Big  Business,  but  this 
is  like  a  knight  in  a  fairy  tale  saving  a  maiden  who  has  already  been  digested  by 
the  dragon.  Other  folks  are  ready  and  able  to  break  out  of  bipartisan  politics, 
and  are  already  members  of  independent  parties.  The  progressive  populists  stress 
an  anti-corporate  agenda:  they  hope  their  economic  program  will  be  “universal” 
enough  to  win  back  conservative  white  male  voters  who  defected  earlier  to  the 
Republicans.  This  was  also  Ralph  Nader’s  message  when  he  ran  as  the  Green 
Party’s  presidential  candidate.  But  just  as  traditional  American  populism  was  rife 
with  racism  and  sexism  in  the  past,  we  should  question  the  “universal”  message 
of  populists  today.  Queers  may  wonder  whether  we  do  or  do  not  count  as  per¬ 
sons  among  “the  people.” 

Resist  DOMA 

The  editor  of  The  Progressive  Populist,  Jim  Cullen,  recently  wrote  a  center¬ 
fold  on  Sen.  Paul  Wellstone  of  Minnesota.  The  caption  below  Wellstone’s  photo 
praises  the  senator  as  “a  progressive  who  used  populist  language  and  beat  a 
Republican.  Progressives  can  win  when  they  talk  the  right  language — and  do  the 
right  things.”  Wellstone  surely  deserves  credit  for  being  one  of  very  few  dis¬ 
senters  in  Congress  against  the  bipartisan  attack  on  welfare.  But  nowhere  is  there 
even  a  passing  mention  of  Wellstone’s  vote  for  the  Defense  of  Marriage  Act,  a 
violation  of  human  rights  and  the  Constitution,  that  was  also  passed  with  bipar¬ 
tisan  support  and  Clinton’s  signature.  Other  left  of  center  magazines — including 
The  Nation  and  The  Progressive — have  praised  Wellstone  in  a  similar  manner, 
mentioning  his  vote  for  DOMA  in  passing  or  not  at  all.  Yet,  DOMA  is  reminis¬ 
cent  of  racist  and  totalitarian  legislation  restricting  choice  of  kinship. 

If  gay,  lesbian,  bisexual,  and  transgendered  people  are  looking  for  friends  in 
an  unfriendly  time,  we  had  better  get  real  about  many  liberals  and  “progressive 
populists.”  Their  commitment  to  our  rights  often  amounts  to  no  more  than  a 
grudging  inclusion  of  “sexual  orientation”  in  their  official  propaganda.  Offering 
no  resistance  to  DOMA,  many  liberals  and  progressives  have  already  made  a 
crucial  concession  to  anti-democratic  forces.  Socialists  and  radical  democrats,  on 
the  contrary,  must  defend  and  extend  equal  rights  of  kinship.  Nor  should  we  hide 
our  conviction  that  a  growing  number  of  non-traditional  households  will  deserve 
a  more  communal  economy.  Neither  job  benefits,  nor  health  care,  nor  welfare, 
nor  public  housing  should  be  restricted  to  two-parent  families  and  nuclear 
households.  If  that  sounds  like  creeping  socialism,  then  socialists  should  stop 
creeping  under  cover  and  start  speaking  our  minds. 

Kinship,  including  marriage,  is  not  a  single  or  simple  contract;  it  is  a  field  of 
battle  and  right  now  queers  and  “welfare  moms”  are  on  the  front  line.  What 
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If  we  work  in  solidarity  with  the  Labor  and  Green  Parties, 
or  any  other  organization  of  the  democratic  left,  queers 
must  remain  alert  and  autonomous. 


might  a  middle-class  white  gay  man  have  in  common  with  a  black  woman  raising  kids  “outside  marriage”? 
Maybe  very  little,  maybe  a  whole  lot.  That  depends  less  on  easy  sympathy  than  the  hard  work  of  solidarity. 
Plainly,  gay  male  conservatives — Andrew  Sullivan,  Bruce  Bawer,  and  others — will  make  the  most  conservative 
case  for  marriage.  But  it’s  plain  folly  for  other  queers  to  take  a  position  against  marriage  in  mere  reaction 
against  them.  If  critics  are  serious  about  ending  special  privileges  for  domestic  coupling,  then  we  invite  them 
to  come  out  for  socialism. 

What’s  Progressive? 

Progressive:  does  the  word  describe  a  person  who  stands  three  steps  to  the  left  of  liberals,  and  has  a  secret 
sympathy  for  socialism?  Or  does  it  describe  the  drones  at  the  Progressive  Policy  Institute,  that  factory  which 
produces  ideological  camouflage  for  the  barbarian  army  of  “New  Democrats”?  Plainly,  the  word  progressive 
is  at  least  as  problematic  as  the  word  socialism.  Socialists  who  take  cover  under  the  progressive  umbrella  are 
a  bit  like  queers  who  pass  for  straight:  we  fear  we’d  be  left  out  in  the  radioactive  rain  if  our  secret  (or  discreet) 
identity  were  known  to  the  world.  And  progressives  who  are  in  no  way  socialists  are  just  as  glad  that  we  make 
common  cause  with  them,  since  they  are  under  no  obligation  to  return  the  favor.  Progressives  hope  to  travel 
light  into  the  next  century,  unburdened  by  the  historical  baggage  of  socialism.  Sometimes  they  travel  very  light 
indeed,  ending  up  as  spare  change  in  the  pockets  of  Democratic  politicians,  who  in  turn  have  dropped  even 
the  baggage  of  liberalism. 

Neither  Dole  nor  Clinton  dared  to  talk  honestly  about  class  and  corporate  power  in  their  presidential  cam¬ 
paigns,  because  their  parties  have  a  gentleman’s  agreement  to  avoid  that  mine-field.  Only  Buchanan  and  Nader 
raised  their  own  banners  of  class-conscious  populism.  Buchanan’s  romantic  vision  of  a  white  Christian  fortress- 
nation  was  neofascist,  while  Nader’s  anti-corporate  agenda  had  no  place  for  the  “gonadal  politics”  of  women 
and  queers.  The  Green  Party  has  a  solid,  decent  program,  and  deserves  a  better  candidate  than  Nader  the  next 
time.  The  Labor  Party  has  a  fighting  chance  of  winning  some  important  local  campaigns,  and  may  one  day  enter 
the  national  political  arena. 

At  present,  the  real  American  left  exists  wherever  radicals  and  socialists  exist  in  labor  unions,  in  black  and 
immigrant  communities,  in  the  women’s,  health,  welfare,  queer,  and  cultural  movements.  A  whole  crew  of 
straight  white  male  veterans  of  the  old  New  Left  have  written  a  small  library  lamenting  such  “separatism.” 
But  surely  separatism  might  include  (just  for  example)  all  the  straight  white  male  New  Lefties  who  stayed  away 
from  AIDS  activism  in  droves  over  the  whole  course  of  this  epidemic,  while  women,  people  of  color,  and  queers 
fought,  fucked,  danced,  and  created  a  radical  health-care  movement.  Todd  Gitlin  is  exemplary  of  this  New  Left 
nostalgia,  urging  the  rest  of  us  to  go  back  to  the  European  Enlightenment,  back  to  the  anti-war  and  civil  rights 
movements  of  the  1960s,  before  blacks,  women,  and  queers  began  so  many  nasty  new  civil  wars  in  America. 
Gitlin’s  resentment  is  raw  in  his  book,  The  Twilight  of  Common  Dreams ,  but  the  guy  seems  lonely,  too.  We 
have  movements  of  our  own  now,  and  there  he  stands  in  the  pulpit  preaching  to  empty  pews  (or  keeping  com¬ 
pany  with  blowhards  and  pundits.) 

Building  a  Lavender  Left 

Members  of  an  informal  Lavender  Left  seek  and  find  each  other  in  zines  and  on  computer  screens,  and  in 
workplaces,  parties,  schools,  bars,  baths,  coffeeshops,  and  street  protests.  We  were  among  the  protesters  who 
resisted  the  police-escorted  march  into  the  Protest  Zones  at  the  Democratic  and  Republican  Conventions.  We 
are  the  queers  who  wonder  when  the  NGLTF-sponsored  Creating  Change  Conference  will  ever  feature  inde¬ 
pendent  queer  politics  in  its  major  forums.  Topics  might  include:  “Is  Voter  Registration  Worth  Doing  Without 
Voter  Education?”  Or:  “Queers  Raise  Questions  About  Nature  Among  the  Greens.”  Or:  “The  Labor 
Movement  and  the  Work  of  Queers.”  Or:  “Why  Is  the  Democratic  Party  the  Graveyard  of  All  Social  Change?” 

Queer  radicals  recognize  the  need  for  greater  solidarity — indeed,  for  socialism — but  also  defend  a  plural 
world  of  identities.  Theorists  on  both  the  right  and  left  have  proposed  various  ways  of  going  “beyond  identi¬ 
ty,”  but  I  remain  skeptical  that  any  such  point  can  be  reached  unless  we  pass  over  into  death  or  Nirvana.  Queer 
culture  is  one  source  of  resistance  against  bipartisan  politics.  If  we  work  in  solidarity  with  the  Labor  and  Green 
parties,  or  any  other  organization  of  the  democratic  left,  queers  must  remain  alert  and  autonomous.  There 
have  been  times  (they  may  come  again)  when  we  could  count  on  precious  few  allies  beyond  ourselves. 

We  must  practice  solidarity  with  others — for  excellent  selfish  reasons — but  also  because  capitalism  is 
destroying  simple  decency  between  all  citizens.  People  can  struggle  by  without  democracy  but  without  mutu¬ 
al  aid  there  can  be  no  society  at  all.  Or  only  a  world  in  which  the  rich  can  afford  an  artificial  paradise,  and 
the  rest  of  us  scramble  for  a  safer  circle  in  hell. 
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Scott  Tucker  is  a  writer  living  in  Philadelphia. 


Patience  and  Sarah, 
l  ima,  and  Isabel: 


Leaving  the  “American  Dream” 

Before  coming  out,  Routsong  had  been  married  for  15  years.  She  was  the 
mother  of  four  daughters  and  was  living  a  very  heterosexual  life.  At  30  she  had 
had  no  gay  experiences,  but  she  knew  that  something  was  interfering  with  her 
“happy”  heterosexual  life.  She  sought  the  counsel  of  a  therapist,  but  her  passage 
would  be  one  where  she  developed  a  strong  lesbian  and  feminist  consciousness. 

At  the  time  Routsong  decided  that  heterosexual  life  would  never  be  emotion¬ 
ally  fulfilling,  she  was  steeped  in  the  so-called  American  Dream.  She  had  even 
written  a  successful  novel  considered  by  some,  as  she  said,  “a  sort  of  textbook 
of  happy  heterosexuality.” 

In  1975,  she  told  historian  Jonathan  Ned  Katz'  that  she  “had  an  inkling”  she 
was  a  lesbian  before  she  got  married.  She  “kept  falling  in  love  with”  her  women 
friends!  But  her  only  early  attempt  to  act  on  her  feelings  resulted  in  rejection. 
Living  a  lesbian  life  became  very  closely  aligned  with  pain,  rejection,  and  frus¬ 
tration  in  the  writer’s  mind. 


Writing  at  a  time  when  it  was  considerably  less  than  prudent 
to  be  writing  lesbian  romance  novels  under  one’s  own  name 
and  because  of  her  children,  and  because  it  indicated  a  change 
from  who  she  was  before  coming  out,  Alma  Routsong  took 
the  pen  name  Isabel  Miller.  Miller  was  her  mother’s  maiden 
name;  Isabel  an  anagram  of  lesbia. 


As  Miller,  Routsong  wrote  several  classic  lesbian  works,  first  and  foremost 
Patience  and  Sarah ,  still  required  reading  for  a  budding  lesbian.  Routsong,  who 
died  at  72  years  of  age  this  October,  was  born  in  November  of  1924.  She  con¬ 
sidered  herself  a  self-taught  feminist  who  learned  about  the  oppression  of  women 
through  her  own  experiences.  She  only  encountered  feminist  writings  after  she 
understood  for  herself  feminist  ideals. 


Writing  Patience  and  Sarah 

Patience  and  Sarah ,  originally  titled  A  Place  for  Us  and  self-published  in 
1969,  is  a  classic  love  story.  It  departs  from  the  traditional  romantic  narrative, 
of  course,  right  from  the  start,  with  the  lovers  being  two  women.  But  Patience 
and  Sarah  is  not  only  a  love  story:  it  is  a  story  based  on  the  lives  of  Miss  Willson 
and  Miss  Brundidge,  two  women  who  lived  in  Greene  County,  New  York,  in  the 
early  1800s.  The  book  is  dedicated  to  Willson  and  Brundidge  who,  Miller  says 
in  the  book’s  dedication,  “quite  a  while  ago,  lived  something  like  it.”  Although 
it  is  clearly  fiction,  Patience  and  Sarah  contributes  a  piece  or  two  to  the  enor¬ 
mous  puzzle  that  is  gay  and  lesbian  history. 

Miller’s  interest  in  Mary  Ann  Willson  and  her  female  companion  began  when 
Miller  and  her  lover  were  touring  through  New  York  State  and  her  lover  spied  a 
primitive  painting  of  a  mermaid  by  Willson  in  a  folk  art  museum.  A  book  of 
primitive  painters  indicated  that  Willson  had  had  a  romantic  attachment  to  the 
woman  she  lived  and  farmed  with,  one  Miss  Brundidge. 


“The  Lesbian  defense  in  fictional  form,” 
Patience  and  Sarah  was,  argued  [histori¬ 
an,  Jonathon]  Katz,  “an  act  of  Lesbian 
resistance.” 


Miller  lost  all  interest  in  their  travels.  She  wanted  to  do  nothing  other  than 
return  home,  research  these  two  women  who  had  captured  her  interest  and  imagi¬ 
nation,  and  “write  a  book  about  them.”  A  year  of  research  was  less  than  reward¬ 
ing,  but  the  fictional  product  is  a  tribute  to  Miller’s  investment  of  time  and  energy. 

Literature  and  Politics 

Originally,  she  explains,  A  Place  for  Us  was  to  be  followed  by  A  Time  for  Us, 
but  just  two  chapters  into  A  Time,  Miller  suffered  from  a  writer’s  block  so  severe 
that  she  never  completed  it.  Other  books  have,  however,  followed:  The  Love  of 
Good  Women  (1986),  Side  by  Side  (1990),  A  Dooryard  of  Flowers  (1993),  and 
Laurel  (1996),  published  just  a  month  after  Miller’s  death,  all  published  by  Naiad. 
A  Dooryard  of  Flowers,  published  more  than  20  years  after  Patience  and  Sarah, 
was,  as  Miller  says  in  her  introduction  to  the  book,  “plucked  from  oblivion  and 
brought  to  the  women  who  wish  they  knew  more  about  Patience  and  Sarah." 

In  her  books,  particularly  Patience  and  Sarah,  Miller  is  very  clear  about  the  femi¬ 
nist  underpinnings  of  her  own  thinking.  Male  clothes,  for  example,  which  the  fictional 
Sarah  wears,  are  not  to  be  confused  with  “male  identification.”  They  are  “freedom.” 
They  afford  Sarah  male  privilege  when  she  passes  as  a  boy  and  as  a  young  man.  This 
is  a  basic  distinction  still  overlooked  by  many  people  today,  including  lesbians. 

This  awareness  is  equally  clear  in  The  Love  of  Good  Women  in  which  the 
author  looks  at  the  lives  of  women  during  wartime,  a  time  when  women’s  work 
outside  of  the  home  was  needed,  respected,  and  reasonably  well  paid.  Like  thou¬ 
sands  of  others,  Milly  discovers  “the  missing  dimension”  in  her  life  and  like  so 
few  others,  takes  “the  first  steps  to  escape”  her  “domestic  prison.” 

Although  Miller  denies  any  political  intent  behind  the  writing  of  her  first  lesbian 
novel,  Katz  feels  that  it  fits  snugly  within  a  “Lesbian  literary-feminist  tradition.” 
“The  Lesbian  defense  in  fictional  form,”  Patience  and  Sarah  was,  argued  Katz,  “an 
act  of  Lesbian  resistance.”  Miller  told  Katz  in  1975  that  she  felt  she  was  relatively 
[and  erroneously)  “unproductive,”  but  she  did  believe  [and  rightly  so|  that  she  was 
“a  good  writer.”  continued  on  page  22 
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This  Tribute  to  Sgt.  Perry  Watkins  was  sent  over  the  internet  on  March  21.  Perry 
Watkins  died  from  complications  due  to  HIV  on  Sunday,  March  17,  1996. 

Watkins  will  always  be  remembered  as  the  man  who  defeated  the  Army,  as  the  first 
out  gay  soldier  to  retire  from  the  Army  with  full  honors.  In  1982,  the  US  Army  tried 
to  discharge  Watkins  under  the  provision  that  disallowed  homosexuals  from  serving 
in  the  military.  But  Watkins,  who  had  never  kept  his  sexuality  a  secret,  fought  back — 
over  and  over  again,  until  the  last  hearing  in  1989  when  the  Circuit  Court  trial  (men¬ 
tioned  below)  ruled  that  it  was  unjust  for  the  army  to  enforce  its  anti-gay  policy 
against  Watkins  because  his  sexuality  was  known  to  the  Army  throughout  his  career, 
including  when  he  re-enlisted  three  separate  times.  In  1991,  the  Supreme  Court 
refused  to  hear  the  case,  so  the  Circuit  Court  ruling  held. 


I  first  met  Perry  Watkins  in  the  summer  of  ‘84, 
on  a  very  special  occasion.  There  he  was  right  at  the 
front  of  the  line,  looking  totally  handsome  and  win¬ 
some  in  his  Army  dress  uniform,  marching  in  the 
National  March  for  Gay  and  Lesbian  Rights.  The 
March  had  been  organized  in  San  Francisco  to  con¬ 
front  the  Democratic  National  Convention.  At  least 
100,000  marched  that  day.  (The  Democrats  mostly 
ignored  us  even  when,  in  a  historic  gesture  of  soli¬ 
darity  and  coalition,  Cesar  Chavez  and  Dolores 
Huerta  and  the  United  Farm  Workers  joined  us  up 
front — red  “Viva  Huelga”  flags  blazing  alongside 
the  rainbow  ones).  Perry  knew  exactly  what  the  mil¬ 
itary  might  do  with  his  visibility.  Even  before  Perry 
marched  in  San  Francisco,  after  almost  sixteen  years 
of  highly  rated  service  given  to  the  Army  and  the 
nation  as  an  open  “homosexual,”  the  Army  began 
to  seek  his  discharge. 

Out  and  Doing  Drag  in  the  Military 

Perry  was  an  out  gay  man.  He  had  checked  the 
homosexual  tendencies  box  “Yes”  when  he  was 
drafted  during  the  Vietnam  War  in  ’68;  he  had  also 
told  Army  officials  that  he  was  gay,  describing  his 
gay  sexual  experiences  in  detail.  They  drafted  him 
“anyway.”  As  Perry  and  many  others  saw  this,  they 
ignored  his  homosexuality  at  that  time  in  favor  of 
putting  one  more  African-American  into  combat  in 
Vietnam;  as  it  turned  out,  Perry  did  not  go  there, 
thank  the  Goddesses. 

Perry  also  had  served  the  military  and  our  nation 
as  “Simone,”  a  gay  drag  performer,  who  was  paid 
by  the  military  on  many  occasions  to  dance  and  sing 
for  the  troops  (I  sometimes  like  to  imagine  Perry 
Watkins  dancing  and  singing  in  the  center  position 
in  the  big  drag  number  in  “South  Pacific”  (I  know, 
I  know,  Navy,  not  Army,  but  Perry  was  also  a  one- 
man  WAVE),  while  a  tiny  caricature  of  Sen.  Sam 
Nunn  stands  in  the  corner  of  the  video,  peeking  at 


Perry  while  showering  with  other  senators  and 
reciting,  in  a  sing-song  voice,  “Don’t  ask,  don’t  tell; 
don’t  ask,  don’t  tell.” 

Watching  Perry  speak  in  about  1990  on  a  panel 
in  the  Green  Room  of  the  War  Memorial  Building 
(ahem)  in  San  Francisco,  along  with  historian  and 
author  Allan  Berube  ( Coming  Out  Under  Fire)  and 
others  invited  to  Out  magazine’s  gays-in-the-mili- 
tary  discussion,  I  still  saw  the  twinkle  of  Simone  in 
his  smile  and  a  bit  of  her  shrug  in  his  shoulders.  I 
don’t  know  if  he  had  been  diagnosed  with  AIDS 
then,  but  I  was  worried  when  I  saw  how  slender 
he’d  become  at  that  time. 

The  Court  Challenge 

My  favorite  memory  of  Perry,  though,  comes  to 
me  from  a  day  sometime  in  1989  when  Jim 
Lobsenz,  Perry’s  spirited  volunteer  ACLU  attorney 
and  an  ardent  anti-war  Quaker  from  Seattle, 
Washington,  who  carried  Perry’s  case  through  the 
years  of  appeal,  argued  before  the  US  Court  of 
Appeals  for  the  Ninth  Circuit  in  the  en  banc  [mean¬ 
ing  the  full  court]  hearing  of  Perry’s  case.  Perry  had 
won  a  landmark  opinion  and  a  two-to-one  decision 
(in  which  even  Judge  Reinhardt,  who  cast  the  dis¬ 
senting  vote,  had  taken  the  occasion  to  roundly 
criticize  Bowers  v.  Hardwick’s  majority  before  con¬ 
cluding  that  it  prevented  him  from  joining  the 
panel’s  majority  in  holding  that  sexual  orientation 
should  be  a  suspect  category  for  equal  protection 
purposes,  and  that  the  military’s  exclusionary  poli¬ 
cies  violated  this  constitutional  guarantee  as  to  gay 
and  bisexual  soldiers).  So,  the  case  was  being 
reheard  by  an  11 -member  en  banc  panel.  I  had  pre¬ 
pared  for  this  great  occasion  in  our  legal  history  by 
purchasing  a  couple  dozen  lavender  and  pink  car¬ 
nation  corsages/boutonnieres  (take  ‘yer  pick,  boyz 
and  girlz)  for  those  of  us  who  were  supporting 
Perry  Watkins’  cause — to  wear  on  our  otherwise 


quite  formal  courtroom  attire  for  the  Ninth  Circuit 
en  banc  hearing. 

I  will  never  forget  gay  Army  Sergeant,  and 
activist,  flamboyant  “Simone,”  and  thoughtful 
man,  Perry  Watkins,  standing  outside  of  the  court¬ 
room  with  me  and  pinning  these  flowers  on  every¬ 
one  who  would  accept  one.  Perry  turned  out  to  be 
a  much  better  flower-fastener  than  I  was,  much 
nimbler  and  quicker.  He  kindly  suggested  that  it 
was  because  he  had  been  to  more  dances  in  costume 
than  I  had.  Many  people  wore  those  flowers  proud¬ 
ly  into  the  courtroom  that  day,  and  a  few  of  those 
who  wore  them  were  — honest  to  God — court  per¬ 
sonnel  for  the  Circuit.  No  judges  wore  flowers  over 
their  robes;  maybe  some  wore  them  underneath. 

But  the  court  was  amazing  that  day,  uncharac¬ 
teristically  polite  and  decorous  with  Perry’s  lawyer, 
Jim,  fairly  aggressive  with  the  Army’s  counsel, 
standing  before  the  person  of  Judge  Norris  (who 
had  held  earlier  in  the  case  that  governmental  dis¬ 
crimination  against  gay  and  lesbian  persons  should 
be  treated  like  race  discrimination,  e.g.,  as  putative¬ 
ly  unconstitutional).  The  Army’s  attorney  at  one 
point  found  himself  in  the  position  of  trying  to 
answer  Judge  Norris’  flat,  direct  question:  Counsel, 
what  is  the  purpose  of  this  policy? 

A  very  long  pause  followed  (revealing  in  itself,  to 
some  of  us).  And  then  the  attorney  spoke  the  unfor¬ 
gettably  revelatory  words:  There  are  some  in  the  US 
military  who  do  not  wish  to  be  the  objects  of  this 
[sort  of]  desire,  (my  best  paraphrase,  and  very  close 
to  a  quotation).  Perry  and  I  and  many  others 
squirmed  with  glee,  trying  not  to  laugh  aloud. 

1  hope  Perry  Watkins  is  laughing.  Sgt.  Watkins,  I 
salute  you. 

We  will  miss  you  as  one  of  our  legal  heroes  and 
as  a  generous,  tireless  leader  of  the  gaylesbitrans 
and  HIV+/AIDS  communities;  we  miss  you.  Perry, 
in  your  every  remarkable  persona,  and  I  certainly 
include  in  this  your  open  and  emphatic  criticism 
and  unabashed  indictment  of  the  racism  of  those 
among  us  who  so  blatantly  and  hurtfully  excluded 
your  voice  and  face  and  words  from  the  publicity 
surrounding  the  gaylesbitrans  community’s  chal¬ 
lenge  to  “Don’t  Ask,  Don’t  Tell”  in  the  early  90s. 

I  hope  you  are  somewhere  where  you  can  ask 
and  tell  all  day  long,  or  where  it  doesn’t  really  mat¬ 
ter  anymore.  Either  way,  by  this  open  letter  and 
invitation  to  remember  you  aloud,  and  proud,  I 
honor  your  service,  your  humor  and  your  life,  and  I 
proclaim  my  love  for  your  life,  Sergeant  Perry  J. 
Watkins,  retired. 

Mary  Dunlap  is  the  Director  of  the  Office  of 
Citizen  Complaints  in  relation  to  the  San  Francisco 
Police  Department,  and  a  writer,  artist  and  civil 
rights  attorney. 
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HONESTLY  I  WISH  i  WERE  NEGATIVE  AGAIN 


There's  a  million  excuses  for  having  unsafesex.  Believe  me,  I  used 
a  lot  of  them:  "I  was  drunk ...  He  hasn’t  said  anything  -  he  must  be 
negative  too ...  I  didn't  want  to  be  alone ...  I  was  afraid  he'd  leave  if 
I  mentioned  condoms ...  We  were  lovers  (after  two  weeks) . . 

You  can't  think  HIV  away 


IF  YOU  ARE  HIV  NEGATIVE  -  STAY  THAT  WAY. 


PROTECT  YOURSELF  AND  END  THE  EPIDEMIC 


Plats*  Do  Not  Remove  This  Poster.  Ask  the  meae^omeet  ter  one  or  cell  h?5.2S5  2$)f 


260  Mt.  Vernon  St.,  Dorchester 


SERVING  X  DIVERJE  COMMUNITY 
FOR,  TFHBvTY  YEXR.5 


We  offer  medical  dental  counseling,  laboratory, 
optometry  and  dermatology  services 
under  one  roof. 

Call 288 '11 40  for  an  appointment 
or  more  information. 


Open  Monday  through  Saturday, 
early  morning  and  evening  hours  available. 

Most  insurance  accepted  including  HCHP,  Pilgrim 
FAHP6-  Paystate.  Sliding 'fee  scale  available. 


FKf f  anonymous  HIV  Testing 
Smoking  Cessation  Program  •  Support  Croups 

Located  next  to  the  JFK  T-stop. 

Free  parking. 


//W  ^ 


Martxjr  Huffi  Vrvtn,  Inc. 


Miller,  the  Person 

“She  was  one  of  the  wittiest  people  I  have  ever  known,”  says  Barbara  Grier, 
Miller’s  publisher  and  friend  of  more  than  30  years.  “She  was  hilarious  to  talk 
to,”  Grier  says,  and  she  admired  her  “forthrightness.”  Miller  loved  to  challenge 
younger  lesbians  and  had  the  occasion  to  do  so  when  she  agreed  to  an  interview 
in  her  home. 

Miller,  who  had  graciously  invited  the  reporter  to  her  home,  took  her  through 
her  “gallery  of  lesbian”  photos  gracing  one  of  her  Poughkeepsie  home’s  hallways. 
How  many  could  the  reporter  identify,  Miller  wanted  to  know.  She  later  lament¬ 
ed  to  Grier,  “Well  at  least  she  knew  Martina  Navritalova!” 

On  another  occasion,  Grier  says,  a  young  reporter  asked  Miller  what  else  of 
hers,  aside  from  Patience  and  Sarah,  she  should  read.  “Everything,”  [Miller 
replied],  “Which  I  just  love,”  says  Grier.  “She  was  just  delightful,”  Grier  muses. 

Life  as  a  lesbian  was  not,  for  Miller,  as  she  had  initially  feared — full  of  pain 
and  rejection.  She  had  several  long-term  relationships  and  is  survived  by  her  com¬ 
panion  of  about  20  years,  Julie  Weber.  Weber,  nearly  30  years  Miller’s  junior, 
lives  in  the  couple’s  home  in  Poughkeepsie.  Miller  also  had  a  fulfilling  profes¬ 
sional  life,  although  she  did  not  seem  to  realize  that  her  legacy  would  be  more 
than  a  few  novels.  Her  legacy  would  include  undoubtedly  the  creation  of  the 
quintessential  lesbian  love  story,  in  many  ways  still  unrivaled,  as  well  as  a  num¬ 
ber  of  great  lesbian  romances. 

Andrea  Peterson  is  a  writer  who  publishes  widely  in  the  gay  press. 

1  Katz,  Jonathan  Ned.  Gay  American  History,  New  York:  Meridian,  1976,  revised. 
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Michael  Callen’s  “Legacy 


by  Tom  Wif  . 


During  Harold  Brodkey’s  long  demise  in  the  pages  of  The 
New  Yorker  I  began  to  think  about  dying  artists  preparing 
their  final  offering  to  the  world.  After  his  death  from  AIDS, 
Brodkey’s  last  story  appeared.  A  disjointed,  microscopic  look 
at  a  heterosexual  relationship  based  on  sex,  there  was  noth¬ 
ing  in  the  piece  that  said  “goodbye”.  On  the  other  hand,  his 
final  series  of  essays,  beginning  with  his  disclosure  that  he 
had  AIDS,  documented,  powerfully  and  often  movingly, 
his  loss  of  energy  and  independence  and  the  most  precious 
commodity,  time. 

Other  artists  have  faced  this  hard  reality.  Two  whose  posthumous  works  are 
now  reaching  a  broad  public  are  Howard  Crabtree  and  Michael  Callen. 
(Jonathan  Larsen’s  “Rent”  is  another  matter;  Larsen  did  not  have  AIDS  and  his 
death  was  unexpected). 

Crabtree’s  Posthumous  Production:  “When  Pig’s  Fly” 

The  goodbyes  in  “Howard  Crabtree’s  When  Pigs  Fly”  (the  creator’s  name  is 
part  of  the  show’s  title)  are  never  stated,  only  sensed.  The  hilarious,  over-the-top 
sequel  to  “Howard  Crabtree’s  Whoop-De-Doo”  is  currently  running  at  New 
York’s  Douglas  Fairbanks  Theater. 

The  premise:  a  young  man  called  Howard  has  abandoned  the  family  chicken 
farm  for  life  in  the  theater.  He  assembles  a  little  troop  and  together  they  begin 
preparing  a  show.  Five  characters  in  search  of  a  seamstress.  Is  this  all  we  need? 
Yes. 

Crabtree’s  concepts  are  witty  and  outrageous.  Dick  Gallagher  and  Mark 
Waldrop’s  very  clever  score  is  surprisingly  political,  sometimes  sidesplitting, 
sometimes  touching  and  always  a  good  fit  with  the  main  event:  the  costumes. 

Waldrop  has  described  the  final  costume  fitting:  the  cast  was  transported  from 
Manhattan  to  Crabtree’s  farm  in  Pennsylvania  where  Howard,  weak  and  near 
death,  runs  the  fitting  from  his  bed.  He  gets  up  a  few  times  to  kneel  down  and 
push  a  pin  or  cinch  in  a  waist. 


“Pigs  Fly”  is  the  appropriate  final  feather  in  Crabtree’s  campy  cap.  Howard 
died  five  days  after  the  gathering  at  his  farm.  One  can  be  assured  that  he  fully 
anticipated  the  laughs,  tears  and  appreciation  with  which  audiences  would  greet 
his  zany  show. 

Callen’s  Last  Work 

Callen,  diva  of  beloved  memory,  began  laying  down  vocal  tracks  for  “Legacy” 
some  ten  years  ago.  The  double-CD  is  the  result  of  Callen’s  legendary  talent  and 
the  loving  commitment  of  his  friends  and  colleagues,  particularly  Richard 
Dworkin,  to  finish  the  work. 

Like  Michael  himself,  the  final  product  overflows  with  drama,  energy,  ambi¬ 
tion  and  just  plain  bigness.  There  are  twenty-nine  songs,  more  than  two  dozen 
photos  (Michael  with  Liz  Taylor,  Michael  with  Raquel  Welch,  Michael  with 
Mario  Cuomo,  Michael  on  Geraldo),  eight  written  testimonials,  dozens  of  col¬ 
laborators  and  scores  of  contributors. 

Not  surprisingly,  the  emphasis  is  on  summing-up  songs  and  saying-goodbye 
songs.  Some  are  stunningly  beautiful,  some  less  successful,  a  few  superfluous.  I 
favored,  adored  would  not  be  too  strong  a  word,  the  simpler  arrangements  and 
the  humorous  tracks.  In  person,  Michael  was  very,  very  funny,  so  it’s  a  bit  regret¬ 
table  that  “Legacy”  is  short  on  humor. 

The  highlights  are  “Roundabout”,  a  lovely  Vernon  Duke/Ogden  Nash  song, 
accompanied  with  simple  elegance  by  Fred  Hersch,  Charlie  Chaplin’s  “Smile”, 
Callen  and  Hersch  again  (what  I’d  give  for  a  whole  album  by  the  two  of  them), 
and  “Glitter  and  Be  Gay”,  the  “Candide”  tour-de-force,  which  reminds  us  that 
Michael  Callen  was  one  of  the  great  vocalists  ever,  anywhere,  period. 

As  a  document  of  Michael’s  life  in  music,  and  the  enormous  talents  of  Richard 
Dworkin,  Phillip  Johnston, 

Cris  Williamson,  John 
Bucchino,  Marsha  Malamet, 

Don  Paul  Yowell,  Steve 
Sandberg,  Joe  Ruddick,  Elliot 
Sokolov  and  many,  many 
others,  “Legacy”  has  been 
deservedly  recognized  with 
awards  and  critical  acclaim. 

His  legacy  to  me,  though, 
aside  from  our  friendship, 
will  be  “Purple  Heart”,  his 
1988  album. 

Originally  an  LP, 

“Purple  Heart”  is  now 
available  on  CD.  It’s  more 
modest,  to  be  sure,  but  also 
more  personal,  more  inti¬ 
mate  and  certainly  less  self¬ 
consciously  the  magnum 
opus.  I  go  back  to  it  again 
and  again. 

Tom  Wilson  Weinberg’s  song 
“Lesbian  Seagull”  is  featured 
in  the  Paramount  film  “Beavis 
and  Butt-head  Do  America”, 
and  on  the  soundtrack 
from  Geffen  Records,  sung 
by  Engelbert  Humperdinck. 


LETS  SAY  THAT  I  HAD  A 
THE  INVENTION  Ol  SAFE  SEX. 
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Journal  entry,  January  26,  1996.  Here’s  what  happened.  I 
wanted  to  see  the  first  preview  of  Jonathan  Larson’s  rock  musi¬ 
cal,  “Rent”;  I  had  tried  to  get  into  a  workshop  production  last 
year,  twice,  unsuccessfully.  I  called  the  theater  at  6:30  to  see  if 
there  were  seats  and  got  that  awful  beeping  that  means  you’ve 
connected  with  a  fax.  But  between  beeps  I  could  hear, 
“Jonathan  died  this  morning”  Beep  beep.  “I  know,  we  can’t 
believe  it  either.”  Beep  beep.  “Well,  we’ve  decided  to  do  a  sing- 
through.”  Beep  beep.  “Please  come.”  He  wasn’t  talking  to  me 
but  I  went. 


In  the  lobby  people  were  hugging  and  crying.  There  were  food  and  drinks 
and  flowers  and  pictures  of  Jonathan  and  his  friends.  Pretty  soon  the  lights  blinked 
and  we  went  in.  There  was  no  one  in  the  box  office  and  no  one  asking  for  tickets. 
The  four-piece  rock  band  was  on  stage.  And  there  were  four  institutional  tables  run¬ 
ning  end-to-end  most  of  the  width  of  the  stage.  Eventually  the  cast  came  out  and  sat 
down.  Most  of  them  had  wireless  head  mikes  and  a  few  had  regular  mikes  on  stands. 

The  artistic  director  of  the  company  and  two  of  Jonathan’s  friends  stam¬ 
mered  through  their  awkward  grief-stricken  thoughts.  “We  had  to  do  something”. 
“We  feel  lost”.  “This  was  his  way  of  getting  out  of  rewrites”.  Then  it  started.  Set 
in  the  East  Village.  A  group  of  hippies?  punks?  bohemians,  that’s  it,  is  squatting 
in  a  building  on  Avenue  B.  The  landlord  wants  his  rent.  .  .  for  the  past  year.  He 
finally  padlocks  the  building. 

The  main  romance  is  an  aspiring  rock  singer  (male)  and  a  drug-addicted 
woman,  both  HIV+;  she’s  also  got  a  thing  going  with  the  landlord.  There’s  a  pair 
of  gay  lovers,  one  of  whom  is  a  drag  queen  who  later  dies  of  AIDS,  and  two  les¬ 
bians  who  break  up  and  then  get  back  together.  The  players  were  white,  black, 
latino/a  and  Asian.  On  their  long  tables  they  had  bottled  water  and-kleenex  (never 
used).  After  a  few  numbers  they  moved  the  stuff  aside  and  began  performing  solos 
and  duets  in  front  of  the  tables  and  then  on  them.  After  intermission  the  tables 
were  gone  and  the  second  act  was  fully  staged  but  still  not  in  costume. 

The  show  deals  with  class  and  race  and  sex  and  AIDS.  It’s  good  and  it’s 
brave.  Of  course  the  author’s  death  affected  the  performance  and  its  reception, 
but  I  would  have  liked  it  under  normal  circumstances.  Jonathan  Larson  had  a  big 
heart  and  a  big  talent.  Afterwards,  following  two  long  curtain  calls  (during  which 
the  cast  looked  up  to  the  ceiling  and  applauded),  the  audience  sat  in  silence.  It  was 
11:00,  a  long  show.  Pretty  soon  we  all  started  to  cry.  The  actors  came  out  and 
everyone  just  sat  there  and  cried.  Eventually  people  drifted  away.  That’s  all. 

February  6.  Why  didn’t  RENT  hold  up?  I  went  back  and  saw  it  fully  staged 
Thursday  night  and  it  wasn’t  there  anymore.  I  know  there’s  a  mysterious  rela¬ 
tionship  between  stage  and  audience  that  can  change  from  one  performance  to  the 
next,  but  I’m  troubled  by  this.  Did  I  respond  to  the  moment,  to  the  death  of  the 
composer,  and  not  realize  that  the  show  is  a  mess?  Do  I  prefer  a  minimally  staged 
piece,  a  reading?  Sometimes  I  like  a  preview  performance  because  it’s  a  tittle  raw. 
I  like  amateur  theater  because  the  players  are  so  earnest,  so  eager  to  please.  When 
1  read  the  Jan.  26th  entry  above  I  wonder  how  my  response  to  this  piece  could 
change  so  much  over  one  week?  There’s  one  of  those  post-curtain  discussions  but 
the  director  doesn’t  really  want  any  criticism.  Besides,  all  15  performers  are  lined 
up  on  folding  chairs,  looking  so  good  and  so  satisfied.  1  might  give  it  one  more  try 
late  in  its  run,  but  I  doubt  it.  There’s  nothing  else  to  hear.  The  dynamics  aren’t 
important  enough.  The  characters  are  sketchy.  This  depresses  me. 

December  12.  Postscript.  Do  I  want  the  above  in  GCN?  Now  “Rent”  is  a 
Pulitzer-winning,  Tony-winning,  mega-business,  with  touring  companies,  the 
obligatory  “Rent”  boutique  at  Bloomingdales,  a  film  in  the  making,  and  a  big 
lawsuit  in  the  tabloids.  Even  if  it  no  longer  resembles  the  East  Village,  even  if  it 
never  did,  I  feel  entirely  pleased  with  its  success,  bringing  young  audiences  to  a 
Broadway  theater  to  see  and  hear  a  musical  theater  piece  about  AIDS  and  queers 
and  sundry  squatters. 
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POLICING  PUBLIC  SEX  edited  by  Dangerous  Bedfellows 
-  $15 


If  you’re  wondering  how  the  government  is  going  to  grab  your 
crotch  next,  you  should  read  Policing  Public  Sex.  Collectively 
calling  themselves  Dangerous  Bedfellows,  Ephen  Glenn  Colter, 
Wayne  Hoffman,  Eva  Pendleton,  Alison  Redick  and  David  Serlin 
have  put  together  an  impressive  collection  of  essays  about  a  very 
hot  topic —  public  sexual  culture.  The  book  chronicles  attacks  on 
outside-the-bedroom  sex  and  shows  how  the  sex/desire  police 
crawl  into  our  beds.  Containing  almost  all  fresh  material,  one  of 
the  reprinted  pieces  is  Allan  Berube’s  groundbreaking  gay  bath 
house  history.  Reckoning  with  everything  from  vaginal  fisting  to 
scrotum  licking,  the  real  focus  and  importance  of  Policing  Public 
Sex  is  its  exposure  of  those  who  seek  to  control  our  appendages, 
orifices,  minds  and  our  whole  queer  bodies. 


Policing  Public  Sex  challenges  the  idea  that  public  sex  =  AIDS  and  along  the 
way  shows  how  morality  is  confused  with  public  health.  The  book  was  sparked 
by  what  Andrew  Ross  calls  the  “zoning/sex  club  affair,”  shorthand  for  two  ini¬ 
tiatives  that  are  radically  revamping  New  York  City’s  sexual  terrain.  Although 
American  culture  lately  has  more  room  for  queer  identity — gay  couples  on  TV — 
freedom  is  nonetheless  vanishing  as  attacks  on  sexual  behavior  continue  and 
escalate.  At  a  time  when  gay  marriage  is  no  longer  an  oxymoron  but  marketed  as 
an  antidote  to  the  rich  sexual  lives  many  dare  to  lead.  Policing  Public  Sex  argues 
powerfully  against  conformity  and  assimilationism. 

New  York  City  has  an  extraordinary  array  and  diversity  of  public  sexuality: 
foot  fetish  parties,  jerk-off  clubs,  XXX  theaters,  peep-shows,  video  stores,  topless 
bars,  nude  clubs,  dungeons,  gay  bath  houses  and  more.  Operating  in  a  cold- 
weather,  capitalist  town,  these  are  usually  indoor  venues  with  admission  charges. 
Parks,  piers,  bathrooms  and  the  streets  comprise  a  non-commercial  slice  of  pub¬ 
lic  sex  culture.  All  of  these  offerings  are  an  integral  part  of  the  grit  and  the  glam¬ 
our  that  make  New  York  a  queer  Mecca  and  a  cultural  capital. 

Gotham’s  live-and-let-live  sensibility  is  changing  rapidly;  wholesale  destruc¬ 
tion  of  erotica  and  sexual  expression  looms.  By  spotlighting  assaults  that  amount 
to  ah  anti-sex  morality  crusade,  there  are  lessons  in  Policing  Public  Sex  that  go 
far  beyond  New  York  City.  Readers  can  learn  how  a  small  gay  group,  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Public  Health  Alliance  (GALPHA),  “dropped  the  dime”  on  queers,  meet¬ 
ing  secretly  with  law  enforcement  officials  to  demand  a  crackdown  on  places 
where  gay  men  gather  to  have  sex.  Authorities  obliged  by  sending  undercover 
agents  to  inspect  sex  acts.  Using  a  law  that  bans  oral,  anal  or  vaginal  sex  in  com¬ 
mercial  places — with  or  without  a  condom — theaters  and  sex  spaces  were  pad¬ 
locked  in  a  wave  that  is  ongoing.  If  GALPHA’s  goal  was  HIV  prevention,  their 
counter-productive  tactics  wasted  resources,  set  off  a  sex  panic  and  helped  to 
destroy  gay  sexual  culture. 

Real  Estate  Greed 

Zoning  laws — restrictions  on  the  use  of  real  estate — are  another  major 
weapon  used  against  sexuality.  Policing  Public  Sex  explores  recent  changes  to 
New  York  City’s  zoning  law  that  will  turn  98  percent  of  the  city  into  a  censor¬ 
ship  zone.  Unlike  the  growing  number  of  federal  and  state  laws  that  control  what 
can  be  sold  or  performed,  the  XXX  zoning  initiative  controls  where  material  can 
be  sold.  Prior  to  this  law’s  passage,  a  bookstore,  video  store,  theater,  etc.  could 
sell  or  exhibit  any  (non-obscene)  material  it  wanted.  Now,  city  building  inspec¬ 
tors  will  be  looking  at  the  content  in  these  establishments.  Businesses  who  dare 
to  handle  “substantial”  amounts  of  erotica  will  be  shut  down;  85%  of  existing 
“adult  businesses”  will  be  closed.  The  few  that  remain  and  any  new  ones  will  be 
mostly  in  fringe,  warehouse  districts.  City  officials  have  already  visited  gay  and 
lesbian  businesses  to  determine  which  must  close  down. 

David  Serlin’s  essay,  “The  Twilight  (Zone)  of  Commerical  Sex,”  reveals  how 
real  estate  greed  underpins  the  rezoning.  The  well  publicized  changes  in  Times 
Square  mean  fewer  people  of  the  “wrong”  class/color/sexual  orientation  on  the 
street.  Disney  is  moving  in,  riding  a  wave  of  tax  breaks  used  to  dictate  what  you 
can  see.  Good-bye  peepshows  for  a  quarter,  hello  to  Pocahontas  T-shirts  made  by 
exploited  workers  in  Haiti  paid  28  cents  an  hour.  One  crucial  hurdle  remains:  the 
first  amendment.  As  this  review  is  written,  an  appellate  court  is  deciding  whether 
lawsuits  challenging  the  rezoning  will  go  to  trial.  One  of  the  lawsuits  has  been 
brought  by  a  large  coalition  of  affected  businesses,  the  Coalition  for  Free 
Expression.  The  New  York  Civil  Liberties  Union  is  also  challenging  the  law  in  a 
bold  way — on  behalf  of  consumers  whose  choice  and  availability  of  erotic  mate¬ 
rial  will  be  dramatically  altered  by  the  rezoning. 

The  biases  of  major  news  outlets  hamper  access  to  information  about  the  cur¬ 
rent  public  sex  controversies.  The  New  York  Times,  which  owns  valuable  real 
estate  in  Times  Square,  not  only  supports  the  rezoning  editorially  hut  the  publish¬ 
er  has  been  personally  involved  in  pressing  for  it.  No  wonder  that  news  articles  on 
the  subject  are  often  biased  by  the  paper’s  editorial  positions.  The  paper,  so  proud 
of  its  role  in  publishing  the  Pentagon  Papers,  doesn’t  flinch  at  a  radical  cut  into  the 
First  Amendment  that  will  extinguish  all  the  “adult  businesses”  on  Christopher 
Street.  The  information  in  Policing  Public  Sex  about  the  AIDS  Prevention  Action 
League  and  others  fighting  these  anti-sex  policies  is  valuable;  the  book’s  publica¬ 
tion  is  an  act  of  resistance  against  such  policies.  continued  on  next  page 
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Although  American  culture 
lately  has  more  room  for 
queer  identity — gay  couples 
on  TV — freedom  is  nonethe¬ 
less  vanishing  as  attacks  on 
sexual  behavior  continue  and 
escalate. 

Dobbs  continued  from  previous  page 


Do  It  In  The  Road 

Amidst  Policing  Public  Sex’s  many  carefully  argued,  cerebral  essays  is  Scott 
O’Hara’s  refreshingly  visceral,  “Talking  with  my  mouth  full”.  Slamming 
monogamy  as  “unnatural  behavior,”  O’Hara  celebrates  public  parks  as  an 
aphrodisiac.  As  a  PWA  he  insists  on  sexual  freedom,  declaring  that,  “Sex  isn’t  the 
problem.  The  puritanical,  power-hungry  attitude  of  the  police  is  the  problem.” 

A  perfect  companion  piece  to  O’Hara’s  is  Carol  Leigh’s  account  of  organizing 
street  level  sex  workers.  Noting  a  trend  of  criminal  laws  based  on  the  false  notion 
of  prostitutes  as  vectors  of  disease,  she  ends,  “This  century — this  millennium  is 
coming  to  an  end  in  an  atmosphere  of  fear,  with  society  seeking  unfair  revenge 
on  the  poor,  the  sick  and  the  strange.”  Priscilla  Alexander  connects  queers  and 


Bath  Houses 

The  last  essay  in  the  book,  “Domesticating  Partnerships,”  by  Eva  Pendleton, 
is  a  favorite.  In  a  stinging  critique  of  gay  journalists  in  GALPHA — Michelangelo 
Signorile,  Gabriel  Rotello,  and  Duncan  Osborne,  Pendleton  draws  parallels 
between  GALPHA’s  alliances  with  right-wing  politicians  and  earlier  alliances 
between  anti-porn  feminists  and  conservatives. 

Michelangelo  Signorile  got  fucked  without  a  rubber  in  a  hotel  room  in 
Hawaii.  He  used  the  episode  as  a  springboard  to  attack  HIV+  men  and  the  key¬ 
stone  of  sound  AIDS  prevention  policy:  individual  responsibility.  But  he  has  yet 
to  reckon  with  the  questions  his  conduct  begs:  If  he  couldn’t  or  wouldn’t  stop 
himself  in  Hawaii,  should  his  liberty  be  taken  away  by  raising  the  age  of  consent 
or  putting  him  in  a  mental  institution?  Should  his  freedom  to  get  fucked  in  the 
ass  be  banned  with  a  sodomy  statute?  Or  should  his  hotel  door  have  been 
removed  so  authorities  could  monitor  his  behavior?  Signorile  is  only  the  tip  of 
the  iceberg  of  those  who  are  quick  to  help  the  government  take  away  precious 
freedom. 

There  is  a  selection  of  historical  material  in  Policing  Public  Sex.  Allan  Berube’s 
insight  into  the  crucial  role  of  gay  bath  houses  in  enabling  the  formation  of  a  gay 
community  would  be  instructive  to  Jonathan  Capehart,  a  GALPHA  supporter. 
Capehart  is  an  openly  gay  editorial  writer  for  the  New  York  Daily  News  who 
wrote  a  sex-phobic  and  anti-gay  op-ed  piece  after  visiting  a  gay  bath  house  with 
his  “boyfriend.”  Perhaps  he  would  be  surprised  to  learn  that  it  is  the  legacy  of 
such  facilities  which  has  made  it  safe  for  him  to  declare  his  homosexuality  at  the 
newspaper  that  covered  the  Stonewall  Riots  with  a  headline,  “Queen  Bees 
Stinging  Mad.”  Just  how  long  sex  and  commerce  have  been  intertwined  in  Times 
Square — and  the  many  efforts  to  “clean  up”  the  area  — are  covered  by  Timothy 
Gilfoyle’s  essay. 

The  New  York  City  Health  Department  memo  about  scrotum  licking  reprint¬ 
ed  in  the  book  makes  this  reviewer  wish  for  some  commentary  by  the  late,  great 
Boyd  McDonald.  Officials  declare  this  act  in  sex  clubs  legal  but  urge  stopping  it 
because  they  are  “concerned  that  licking  of  the  scrotum  may  quickly  lead  to  fel¬ 
latio.”  Say  what?  Might  the  taste  and  smell  of  balls  be  a  meal  by  itself?  If  the  balls 
are  low-hangers  or  the  licking  is  done  from  the  rear,  how  quickly  will  it  lead  to 
cocksucking?  The  title  of  Ephen  Colter’s  essay,  “Discernibly  Turgid,”  is  a  phrase 
from  another  loony  document,  the  XXX  zoning  amendment.  Building  inspectors 
will  be  looking  for  “discernibly  turgid”  male  genitals  on — clothed  or  unclothed — 
go-go  boys.  But  what’s  the  reference  point  for  turgidity? 


sex  workers  in  “Brothels  and  Bath  Houses.”  Exploring  the  scapegoating  of  both 
groups  she  concludes  that  “...without  the  individual  liberty  to  determine  for  our¬ 
selves  who  we  are,  and  choose  whom  to  love  and  with  whom  to  have  sex,  with 
or  without  economic  considerations,  there  can  be  no  safety.  Nor  can  there  be 
public  health.”  The  extensive  footnotes  are  captivating. 

HIV  and  Moral  Rearmament 

Policing  Public  Sex  contains  a  number  of  essays  specifically  about  the  politics 
and  practice  of  HIV  prevention.  Stephen  Gendin  writes  of  how  “obsessed  with 
sex”  he’s  been  since  childhood,  the  joy  of  getting  fucked,  and  segues  into  APAL’s 
activities  to  both  preserve  sexual  freedom  for  gay  men  and  yet  improve  the  effi¬ 
cacy  of  prevention  efforts.  Walt  Odets’  critique  of  the  “one  size  fits  all”  preven¬ 
tion  campaigns  that  speak  to  HIV  negative  and  positive  men  in  the  same  voice  is 
included.  Jose  Munoz  speculates  that  targeted  campaigns  may  make  HIV+  men 
pariahs.  Mark  Schoof’s  reprinted  article  on  the  politics  of  AIDS  vaccines  takes 
the  HIV  prevention  debate  into  a  dimension  beyond  behavioral  change. 

One  theme  of  Policing  Public  Sex  is  how  notions  of  morality  interfere  with 
sound  public  health  policy.  Alison  Redick  unpacks  the  rhetoric  GALPHA  and  oth¬ 
ers  have  used  to  justify  regulation  of  public  sex  for  reasons  more  “ideological 
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than  epidemiological”  in  her  essay  about  the  notions  of 
a  “second  wave”  of  HIV  infections  and  its  precursor, 
the  “first  wave.” 

Marc  Elovitz  and  P.J.  Edwards  provide  commentary 
for  a  selection  of  documents  from  the  New  York  City 
Department  of  Health,  a  great  glimpse  into  the  work¬ 
ings  of  the  sex  police.  In  the  name  of  AIDS  prevention, 
one  XXX  theater  was  ordered  to  throw  out  patrons  for 
masturbating,  a  legal  and  safe  act!  Yes,  things  are  get¬ 
ting  so  bad  you  can’t  even  jerk  off  in  a  porno  theater! 
Even  gay  organizations  can  be  just  as  repressive:  The 
New  York  City  Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  Services 
Center  prohibits  any  “sexual  activity.”  A  gay  group  in 
Colorado  Springs  works  with  police  to  prevent  sex  in 
public  parks. 

Wayne  Hoffman’s  essay  provocatively  contrasts  two 
generations,  baby  boomers  who  experienced  a  sexual 
revolution  and  his  own  generation  (x).  Hoffman  laments 
that  in  the  age  of  AIDS  he  is  part  of  a  sexual  “devolu¬ 
tion”  when  even  the  fantastic  qualities  of  erotica  are 
throttled  to  serve  the  goal  of  HIV  prevention. 

Amber  Hollibaugh  recounts  an  episode  involving 
the  Safer  Sex  Handbook  for  Lesbians  published  by  Gay 
Men’s  Health  Crisis.  Hollibaugh  decries  a  legacy  of 
“sexual  modesty  and  erotic  ignorance”  among  women 
and  notes  that  “lesbian  sexuality  has  never  had  the 
public  space  or  enough  political  power  to  engender  any 
debate  at  all”  until  the  Rev.  Louis  Sheldon  and  other 
conservatives  attacked  the  pamphlet  in  1994.  The  essay 
sharply  raises  questions  about  sexual  autonomy: 
Should  sexuality  be  regulated  even  if  survival  or  death 
is  at  issue?  How  much  is  desire  worth?  Given  its  expe¬ 
rience  with  this  pamphlet  and  other  materials  in  the 
past,  it’s  a  wonder  that  GMHC  continues  to  have  one 
of  the  major  proponents  of  XXX  zoning  on  its  board, 
Gretchen  Dykstra. 

Kendall  Thomas  jointly  interviews  Jocelyn  Taylor 
and  Lidell  Jackson,  both  African  Americans.  Taylor,  a 
co-organizer  of  Manhattan’s  legendary  Clit  Club,  dis¬ 
cusses  lesbian  public  sexual  culture  in  New  York  City. 
Jackson  addresses  the  explicit  political  origins  of 
Jacks  of  Color,  a  regular  sex  party  he  helped  organize. 
As  an  indication  of  how  much  sexual  territory  is 
being  lost,  the  space  used  by  two  sex  clubs  featured  in 
Policing  Public  Sex  was  padlocked  just  before  publi¬ 
cation.  Michael  Wakefield’s  event.  He’s  Gotta  Have 
It,  and  Jacks  of  Color  are  now  history. 

Jay  Blotcher,  the  author  of  the  first  piece  in  Policing 
Public  Sex,  is  an  odd  choice.  Blotcher,  did  an  interview 
with  Michelangelo  Signorile  for  the  New  York  paper 
LGNY  just  as  GALPHA’s  assaults  were  beginning  in 
1995.  As  Signorile’s  former  agent  and  publicist,  the 
interview  was  designed  to  burnish  Signorile’s  image. 
Policing  Public  Sex  covers  a  lot  of  ground.  However, 
an  appendix  with  APAL  and  GALPHA  manifestos,  the 
full  text  of  the  New  York  City  zoning  changes  and 
maps  to  illustrate  their  impact  would  be  helpful  to 
activists.  Similarly,  captioning  the  photos  throughout 
the  book  would  increase  their  impact.  Policing  Public 
Sex  is  a  powerful  weapon  in  the  never  ending  battle 
between  prudes  and  those  fighting  for  sexual  freedom. 

Bill  Dobbs  lives  in  New  York  City,  actively  opposing  the 
rezoning  efforts  by  the  city. 


Disney  is  moving  in,  riding  a 
wave  of  tax  breaks  used  to 
dictate  what  you  can  see. 
Good-bye  peepshows  for  a 
quarter,  hello  to  Pocahontas 
T-shirts  made  by  exploited 
workers  in  Haiti  paid  28  cents 
an  hour. 
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The  Mirror  Has  Two  Faces 

Directed  and  co-produced  by  Barbra  Streisand 


I’ve  been  a  faithful  Barbra  Streisand  fan  since  I  was  10.  Yet  my  initial  reaction  to  any¬ 
thing  she  does — movies,  records,  TV  appearances — is  to  feel  let  down.  I’ve  noticed 
other  people  have  a  similar  experience  with  her  work;  they  often  talk  about  what  they 
wish  she  would  do.  For  example,  in  his  review  of  her  modest  romantic  comedy  of 
1981,  All  Night  Long ,  Rex  Reed  wrote,  “there’s  a  small  but  noisy  band  of  critics  who 
keep  demanding  more  than  variations  on  the  Fanny  Brice  theme.  They’ve  suggested, 
goaded,  reminded  her  in  print  that  she  should  drop  the  antics  and  the  Mondrian  eye¬ 
lids  and  the  astronomic  budgets,  stop  controlling  her  films,  and  just  turn  in  a  cred¬ 
itable  acting  job  in  something  (preferably  downbeat)  that  stretches  her  muscles  and 
challenges  her  range  as  a  dramatic  actress.”  I  think  Barbra  Streisand  inspires  this  kind 
of  dissatisfaction  in  her  critics  and  fans  because,  like  Elvis,  or  Mae  West,  she  is  an 
American  icon,  and  once  you’re  an  icon  you’ve  given  over  the  authorship  of  your 
career  to  your  audience.  You’re  also  bound  to  disappoint  them. 


But  disappointment  was  never  the  end  of  the 
story  with  me  and  Barbra  Streisand.  After  the  imme¬ 
diate  letdown,  I  would  always  pretty  much  come 
around  to  seeing  things  her  way.  For  example,  as  a 
teenager,  I  soon  got  over  my  initial  horror  at  seeing 
a  trendy,  quasi-feminist,  frizzy-haired  Barbra  in  her 
1976  remake  of  A  Star  is  Born  (whatever  happened 
to  the  forsaken  martyr  who  sang  “My  Man”  at  the 
end  of  Funny  Girl  [1968],  assuring  me  with  the  pain 
and  anger  in  her  voice  that  at  least  we  would  always 
have  each  other  to  share  our  sorrows?);  I  forgave 
her  drastic  change  of  appearance,  all  the  cursing, 
and  the  sex  scene  with  Kris  Kristofferson  in  which 
she  almost  bears  her  breasts  (at  13  I  just  wasn’t 
ready  for  this!),  because  I  realized,  if  only  uncon¬ 
sciously,  that  the  point  of  that  film  was  to  show  the 
world  what  a  grownup,  liberated  person  Barbra 
Streisand  had  become.  And  the  further  I  got  into  my 
teens,  the  more  I  understood  the  need  for  that  kind 
of  “coming  out,”  even  if  I  was  still  years  away  from 
my  own  coming  out  as  a  gay  man. 

Part  of  Streisand’s  appeal  to  gay  men  is  that,  in 
one  way  or  another,  she’s  in  a  perpetual  state  of  com¬ 
ing  out.  But  I’m  33  now,  not  13.  And  she  is  54  now, 
not  34.  Now  I  wish  she  would  make  a  movie  that’s 
about  being  middle-aged,  that’s  “post-coming  out,” 
that  doesn’t  try  to  conceal  her  flaws  or  win  every¬ 
one’s  approval,  that  capitalizes  on  the  wisdom  and 
maturity  that  her  best  singing  over  the  past  several 
years  convinces  me  that  she  possesses  (her  1992  ren¬ 
dition  of  “You’ll  Never  Know,”  sung  as  a  duet  with 
a  recording  of  her  13-year-old  self  singing  the  same 
song,  makes  me  cry  almost  every  time  1  hear  it). 

The  Mirror  Has  Two  Faces,  which  Streisand 
directed,  co-produced,  and  helped  score,  has  the 
potential  to  be  that  kind  of  movie.  It’s  the  story  of 
two  Columbia  University  professors,  Gregory  Larkin 
(played  by  Jeff  Bridges)  and  Rose  Morgan 
(Streisand),  who  are  unlucky  in  love — he,  because  he 


is  compulsive  about  sex  and  hence  hasn’t  been  able  to 
sustain  a  long-term  relationship  with  a  woman;  she, 
because  she  is  (supposedly)  unattractive  and  lacks 
self-confidence  with  men.  They  meet  through  a  per¬ 
sonals  ad,  discover  that  they  are  intellectually  and 
emotionally  compatible,  and  decide  to  marry  on  the 
condition  that  theirs  will  be  a  non-sexual  relation¬ 
ship.  The  problem  is  that  Rose  is  physically  attracted 
to  Greg  and  so  she  suffers  in  the  marriage. 
Determined  to  make  Greg  desire  her  sexually,  she 
gets  a  makeover  while  he’s  away  on  a  European  lec¬ 
ture  tour — going  from  brunette  to  blonde;  from  a  lit¬ 
tle  to  a  lot  of  make  up;  and  from  baggy,  comfortable¬ 
looking,  somewhat  androgynous  clothing  to  tight, 
rather  uncomfortable-looking,  “fem”  outfits.  In 
effect,  she  becomes  Barbra  Streisand  as  we  now 
know  her.  Steeled  by  her  newfound  good  looks,  Rose 
walks  out  on  Greg  upon  his  return  from  Europe, 
claiming  that  she  was  untrue  to  him  and  to  herself  in 
agreeing  to  a  sexless  mar*riage  and  suggesting  that 
there  is  something  wrong  with  him  for  having  want¬ 
ed  such  a  marriage  in  the  first  place.  She  patronizing¬ 
ly  tells  her  plump  best  friend,  Doris  (played  by 
Brenda  Vaccaro),  that  she  knows  how  hurt  Doris 
must  be  now  that  she  and  Doris  aren’t  in  the  same 
boat  looks-wise.  And  she  takes  pleasure  in  rebuffing 
her  ex-boyfriend,  Alex  (played  by  Pierce  Brosnan), 
who  now  wants  her  because  she’s  pretty.  After  a  brief 
separation,  Rose  and  Greg  miss  each  other,  and  Greg, 
realizing  how  much  he  loves  Rose  and  assuring  her 
that  she’s  a  “beautiful  and  very  sexy  girl,”  asks  her  to 
come  back  to  him,  which  she  does.  I  guess  we’re 
meant  to  think  that  they’ll  have  sex  now  because  the 
movie’s  over  and  it’s  supposed  to  be  a  happy  ending, 
but  that  never  quite  gets  articulated. 

Obsessions  without  Insight 

The  Mirror  Has  Two  Faces  is  a  dumb  movie,  and 
while  many  entertaining,  even  great  Hollywood 


movies  are  dumb,  this  one’s  dumbness  ruins  it.  The 
film  is  obsessed  with  the  notion  of  prettiness  but 
never  says  anything  insightful  about  it.  For  example, 
it  never  seriously  or  honestly  examines  why  anyone 
thinks  Rose  is  unattractive  before  her  makeover  or 
why  she’s  considered  a  knockout  afterward.  What 
makes  Rose’s  sister  Claire,  played  by  Mimi  Rogers, 
a  pretty  brunette  but  Rose  not?  What  about  Doris, 
Rose’s  best  friend — why  isn’t  she  pretty? 

The  film’s  incoherent  stance  toward  prettiness 
derives  from  Streisand’s  contradictory  need  to  solic¬ 
it  both  pity  for  being  a  poor,  overlooked  ugly  duck¬ 
ling  and  praise  for  being  one  of  the  world’s  most 
beautiful  women.  At  first,  Hannah  can’t  bring  her¬ 
self  to  say  that  Rose  was  a  pretty  child,  but  when 
Rose  presses  her  one  morning  at  the  breakfast  table, 
she  concedes  not  only  that  Rose  was  a  beautiful 
child  but  that  her  father  favored  her  over  Claire. 
And  when  Rose  asks  her  mother,  “what  was  it  like 
being  pretty?”  (the  implication  being  that  Hannah 
isn’t  pretty  anymore),  Hannah  responds,  “it  was 
wonderful”  with  a  faraway  look  in  her  eyes.  She 
says  nothing  else  about  it,  and  Rose  doesn’t  ask, 
as  if  that’s  all  Rose  needs  to  know  about  what 
prettiness  is.  Incredibly,  The  Mirror  Has  Two  Faces 
doesn’t  understand  that  beauty  can  be  manipulated, 
although  it  is  poised  to  do  so.  Instead,  it  reiterates 
the  myth  that  the  ugly  duckling  will  become  a  swan, 
with  the  strong  implication  that  she  has  really  never 
been  anything  less  than  a  swan. 

Hearts  and  Minds 

Shouldn’t  it  be  possible  to  make  an  interesting 
film  about  the  emotional  lives  of  academics? 
Hollywood  movies  almost  never  portray  intellectu¬ 
al  life  accurately  or  take  it  seriously.  I  say  “almost” 
because,  ironically,  Streisand’s  own  Yentl  (1983)  is 
one  of  the  most  unembarrassed  examinations  of 
intellectual  passion  I’ve  ever  seen  in  a  movie.  In 
Yentl,  the  heroine  is  willing  to  give  up  being  loved 
by  the  man  of  her  dreams  in  order  to  pursue  her 
education.  In  one  of  many  scenes  portraying  the 
erotic  quality  of  academic  life,  the  camera  scans  a 
large  folio  as  Yentl  lovingly  runs  her  hands  across 
its  spread-open  pages,  light  momentarily  reflecting 
off  of  her  glasses  and  obliterating  her  eyes — a 
“geek”  transfigured  by  holy  light. 

But  in  The  Mirror  Has  Two  Faces,  the  mind  only 
interferes  with  the  affairs  of  the  heart.  Early  on  in 
the  film.  Rose  is  lecturing  in  class  about  female 
archetypes,  and  that  turns  into  a  discussion  of 
romantic  love.  She  admits  that,  on  the  one  hand,  we 
don’t  believe  in  Romance  because  we  know  too 
much  about  how  it’s  constructed  (in  a  later  scene, 
the  secondary  . readings  for  Rose’s  course,  written  on 
the  chalk  board,  include  Michel  Foucault’s  The 
History  of  Sexuality  and  Roland  Barthes’  A  Lover’s 
Discourse);  on  the  other  hand,  she  says  (mention¬ 
ing,  in  passing,  the  medieval  literature  of  courtly 
love)  we  can’t  do  without  it  because  when  we  do 
fall  in  love,  “it  feels  fuckin’  great.”  Her  students 
erupt  spontaneously  into  applause  and  laughter.  She 
responds  in  turn  by  giving  them  the  thumbs  up  sig¬ 
nal,  and  the, scene  is  over. 

You  don’t  have  to  be  an  English  teacher  to  be 
bothered  by  the  fact  that  there  is  no  text  in 
Streisand’s  classroom.  The  teacher  and  students  are 
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Why  doesn’t  Barbra 
Streisand  understand 
that  she  already  has 
our  attention,  and  then 
take  it  from  there? 
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charmed  by  each  other,  but  there  isn’t  much  analysis, 
nor  is  there  any  focus  other  than  the  personality  of 
the  teacher.  I  don’t  understand  why  Barbra  Streisand 
does  herself  and  her  film  this  kind  of  disservice.  You 
wouldn’t  know  it  from  The  Mirror  Has  Two  Faces, 
but  Streisand  herself  is  a  famous  autodidact.  In  a 
recent  New  York  Times  article,  Stephen  Holden 
reported  that  “Ms.  Streisand  spends  more  time  edu¬ 
cating  herself  at  home  than  she  does  at  work.  She 
watches  or  tapes  virtually  all  the  weekend  news  pro¬ 
grams,  reads  newspapers  and  news  magazines  vora¬ 
ciously,  studies  Freud,  the  Bible  and  the  mystical 
teachings  of  the  cabala.  She  seems  consumed  by  a 
hunger  to  learn  about  everything  from  art  to  poli¬ 
tics.”  People  always  complain  that  Barbra  Streisand 
puts  too  much  of  herself  in  her  movies,  sucking  up 
everyone  else’s  oxygen.  I  almost  feel  the  opposite — 
she  doesn’t  put  enough  of  herself  in  her  movies.  A 
romantic  comedy  about  the  kind  of  intellectual  life 
Streisand  really  has  would  have  been  fascinating. 

(Straight)  Male  Sexuality 

The  Mirror  Has  Two  Faces  also  misses  the 
opportunity  to  explore  Greg’s  desire  to  have  a  com¬ 
panionable  relationship  uncomplicated  by  sexual 
attraction.  The  problem  of  integrating  sex  into  a 
relationship  is  a  real  one  and  a  wonderful  subject 
for  a  film,  but  this  film  suggests  he’s  foolish,  even 
perverse  for  not  knowing  how  to  do  it.  Early  in  the 
film,  Greg  is  trying  to  forget  about  sex,  but  he’s 
bombarded  with  TV  images  of,  mostly,  animals 
humping  each  other  from  behind — in  effect,  what 
looks  like  anal  sex.  Why  anal  sex?  Probably  because 
the  film  can  think  of  no  better,  “comic”  way  of 
alluding  to  the  maladjusted  sexuality  of  an  adult, 
straight  male.  In  another  scene,  Greg  says  he  wants 
to  incorporate  his  evolving  theory  of  relationships 


into  a  book-length  project,  at  which  point  Rose 
throws  a  snowball  at  him  and  tells  him  he’s  been 
thinking  too  much.  She  even  tells  her  students  that 
their  bright  ideas  about  how  and  why  we  experi¬ 
ence  falling  in  love  are  “too  intellectual.”  The 
Mirror  Has  Tivo  Faces  is  drawn  to  potentially  com¬ 
plex,  intellectually  challenging  issues,  such  as  the 
relation  between  intellectual  and  sexual  attraction, 
but  it  isn’t  willing  or  able  to  have  anything  other 
than  an  anti-intellectual,  generic  response  to  them. 

There  are,  however,  a  few  genuinely  meaningful 
and  moving  moments  in  the  film.  For  example,  as  a 
way  of  reassuring  Rose  that  what’s  important 
between  them  is  not  sexual  heat  but  their  emotion¬ 
al  and  intellectual  compatibility,  Greg  tells  her, 
“when  I’m  with  you,  I  feel  as  if  I’m  home.”  I  suspect 
that’s  what  Barbra  Streisand’s  fans  have  always  felt 
when  they  look  at  her  and  think,  god  she’s  beauti¬ 
ful.  Much  of  the  discussion  about  Barbra  Streisand 
around  my  house  when  I  was  growing  up  consisted 
of  my  siblings  and  parents  and  other  relatives  con¬ 
ceding  that  she  had  immense  talent  but  insisting 
that  she  simply  wasn’t  pretty — ’’homely”  was  the 
word  they  liked  to  use.  But  I  couldn’t  then  and  still 
don’t  agree.  I  think  Barbra  Streisand  is  beautiful — 
my  heart  sighs  whenever  I  see  a  picture  of  her.  I 
think  I  feel  this  way  because  I  “love”  her,  and  I  love 
her  because  of  what  I  know  about  her,  because  of 
what  she  has  meant  to  me. 

Streisand  has  said  she  thinks  she’d  be  a  good 
teacher  because  she  feels  passionately  about  her 
own  work.  In  fact,  she’s  probably  right  (as  long  as 
she  teaches  something  she  knows  about),  and, 
indeed,  the  only  scene  where  she  seems  suited  for 
the  part  of  Professor  Rose  Morgan  is  one  in  which 
she  is  trying  to  help  Greg  improve  his  teaching.  I 
liked  this  scene  because  it  was  the  one  that  most 


persuasively  portrayed  Rose  and  Greg  as  intellectu¬ 
als  and  as  teachers.  (I  myself  teach  college  English, 
and  I’m  always  trying  to  work  out  pedagogical 
problems  with  my  friends  and  colleagues.)  Except 
for  Rose  and  Greg,  the  classroom  is  empty.  She  is 
seated  in  one  of  the  student  desks,  he’s  up  at  the 
board  demonstrating  the  way  he  teaches.  She’s 
telling  him  to  look  at  her,  not  stand  with  his  back 
to  her — tell  a  story,  she  says,  to  help  explain  the 
point;  loosen  up.  She’s  not  flirting  with  him,  and 
he’s  not  hysterically  avoiding  intimacy  with  her  as 
he  is  everywhere  else  in  the  film.  It’s  a  simple  scene 
played  for  little  affect,  yet  it’s  one  of  the  few  that 
has  more  than  an  ounce  of  integrity.  I  suspect 
Streisand  is  acting  in  this  scene  the  way  she  behaves 
on  the  set  as  a  director — clear,  focused  on  someone 
other  than  herself,  sure  of  what  she’s  talking  about 
without  having  to  fight  for  anyone’s  attention. 

Why  doesn’t  Barbra  Streisand  understand  that 
she  already  has  our  attention,  and  then  take  it  from 
there? 

Patrick  Horrigan  is  a  university  English  teacher  in  Long 
Island,  NY.  He  lives  in  New  York  City. 
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GCN  Prisoner  Pen  Pal  Reauests 


These  requests  are  in  addition  to  those  printed  in  the  Fall  1996  issue  of  GCN. 


The  Gay  and  Lesbian  Prisoner  Project,  a  program  of  the  Bromfield  Street  Educational  Foundation, 
works  to  support  gay,  lesbian,  bisexual  and  transgender  prisoners  by  providing  them  with  informa¬ 
tion,  referrals  and  support.  Many  gay,  lesbian,  bisexual  and  transgender  people  are  incarcerated  sim¬ 
ply  for  who  they  are  or  whom  they  love.  Others  face  harassment  and  discrimination  while  serving 
time.  All  have  little  access  to  information  about  and  support  for  their  queer  identities.  The  prisoners 
listed  below  are  seeking  pen  pals  who  will  write  to  them.  Offer  your  support,  learn  about  prison  life 
and  make  a  new  friend  by  writing  to  one  of  the  people  listed  below.  If  you  want  to  become  involved 
with  the  Prisoner  Project  by  volunteering  some  time,  please  call  (617)  262-6969. 


24  yr  old  GWM,  looking  for 
pen  pal. 

Troy  Sears 

#1036618 
Iowa  State  Prison 
POB  316 

Fort  Madison,  IA  52627 

BWM  in  mid-20’s,  5’9”. 
Looking  for  someone  I  can 
share  my  life  w/  and  share 
my  words  as  well. 

Terry  Hoyle 

#7596 
Box  854 

AZ  State  Prison  -  Winslow 
2100  S.  Highway  87 
Winslow,  AZ  86047-9790 

GM  30  yrs  old,  6’,  170  lbs, 
brown  hair  and  eyes.  Will 
respond  to  all. 

David  Bunch 

#574437 

Route  1,  Box  150 

Tenn.  Colony,  TX  75884 

Hispanic  BM,  ages  22  and  40. 

Jose  Luis  Vellarreal 

#367727 

Alfred  Nunuz 

#651839 

Route  1,  Box  150 

Tenn.  Colony,  TX  75884 

22  yrs,  WM,  6”,  185  lbs. 
Brown  hair,  blue/green  eyes. 
Tattoos  on  both  arms.  Looking 
for  single  bi-female  or  TG 
male.  I  am  very  exciting  and 
need  someone  to  help  pass 
the  time  and  keep  me  out  of 
trouble.  I  am  a  top.  If  you  are 
a  bottom  who  thinks  they  can 
handle  this  good-looking 
youngster,  drop  me  a  line. 

Shannon  Clark 

#113372 
ASP  Winslow 
2100  S.  HYW.  —  87 
Winslow,  AZ  86047 

Born  1971,  6',  150  lbs,  green 
eyes,  blond  hair. 

Brian  Reynolds 

#CP  9604 
Smithfield 

POB  999,  1120  Pike  Street 
Huntington,  PA  16652 

31  yr  old  BM  looking  for  a  few 
sincere  friends. 

D.L.  Scott 

#AS2630 

1600  Walters  Mill  Rd. 
Somerset,  PA  15510 


WM,  38  redhead  “fighting  the 
system"  segregating  inmates 
from  Afro-Americans...  ongoing 
civil  rights  complaint  #CV-N-95- 
788-ECR.  Help  is  needed, 
please  write. 

Keith  Warren 

POB  1989-23562 
Ely,  NV  89301-1989 

WM,  hung  “Texas”  style,  32 
yrs  old.  5’  11”,  170  lbs,  blue 
eyes,  brn  hair,  seeking  long 
lasting  relationship  w/  educat¬ 
ed/independent  male.  Age 
not  important.  Top  looking  for 
bottom  and  commitment. 

Ronald  McLain 

#628343 
Rout  3,  Box  59 
Rosharon,  TX  77583 

“American  Indian"  26,  jet 
black  hair,  sky  blue  eyes, 

6’2”,  180  lbs,  would  like  to 
write  to  everyone.  Interests 
are  reading,  writing,  kick 
boxing,  working  out,  computer 
science  and  small  engine 
repair.  Will  respond  to  all. 

Jerry  Walker 

#470151 

Route  4,  box  1200 
Rosharon,  TX  77583 

24  yrs  old,  serving  10  yr  sen¬ 
tence.  I  spend  time  drawing  and 
reading.  Looking  for  someone 
to  write  and  become  friends. 

Any  age,  race,  or  religion. 

Eugene  Barry 

#6672848 
Route  1,  Box  150 
Tenn.  Colony,  TX  75884 

GM,  5’11”,  170  lbs.  Enjoys 
reading,  dancing,  and  quiet, 
romantic  evenings.  Looking  for 
friendship  and  possible  LTR. 
Will  answer  all. 

Sam  Williams 

#48308 
Unit  32A 

Parchman,  MS  38738 

GWM,  5'9”,  160  lbs,  long  brn 
hair/big  blue  eyes,  28  yrs  old 
in  need  of  someone  to  share 
my  mind  and  feelings  with. 

Lost  and  lonely. 

Thomas  Hodge 

#9322893 
BCH  -  Loc  -  406 
Indiana  State  Prison 
POB  41 

Michigan  City,  IN  46361 


Heartbroken,  soft  spoken, 
gentle,  6’,  196  muscular  lbs, 
36  yrs  Bi  BM,  HIV+.  Looking 
for  friendship  w/drug  and  alco¬ 
hol  free  man  or  woman  based 
on  truthfulness  and  reality. 
Easy  to  get  along  with.  Enjoy 
bike  riding,  fishing,  long  walks 
and  car  rides.  Florida  area. 

Will  be  out  midwinter  ready  to 
start  a  good  wholesome  life. 

Jabbar  Israel 

FL  96.12066 

Broward  County  Detention 

Center 

POB  407-037 

Fort  Lauderdale,  FL  33340 

SWGF  in  search  of  same. 

25  yrs,  5’3”,  blue/brown. 
Incarcerated.  Looking  for  some¬ 
one  special  to  spend  time  with 
and  for  a  long  lasting  relation¬ 
ship.  Your  photo  gets  mine. 

I  would  like  to  become  your 
friend  first,  then  who  knows? 

Peggy  McClamma 

#A517126 
GA  18A 
JCI 

POB  430 

Monticello,  FL  32344 

GWM,  24  yrs,  160  lbs, 
blond/blue,  seeks  pen  pals 
for  friendship  and  possible 
relationship.  I’m  honest  and 
sincere.  No  games! 

Chris  O’Neill 

#39343 
Ely  State  Prison 
POB  1989 
Ely,  NV  89301 

Lonely  GWM,  21  yrs,  5’8”, 

150  lbs.  Long  brn  hair,  brn 
eyes.  Enjoy  music,  outdoor 
activities,  romantic  dinners, 
and  reading.  Seeks  friendship, 
possible  relationship  w/a  sin¬ 
cere  man  who  believes  in 
building  a  trustworthy  founda¬ 
tion.  Will  respond  to  all. 

Wesley  Kvasnick 

#3699 

Ely  State  Prison 
POB  1989 
Ely,  NV  89301 

6’2”,  200  lbs,  ebony  male. 
Very  open-minded  about  life. 
33  yrs  young. 

Ricky  Jones 

#568880 
3001  S.  Emily  Dr. 

Beeville,  TX  78102 


Incarcerated  BM,  30,  5’7”, 
165  lbs.  Very  attractive  and 
body  hard  as  rocks.  Very  intel¬ 
ligent,  honest,  witty,  romantic. 
In  search  of  true  friendship. 
Color  doesn’t  matter. 

Scott  Jackson 

#132068 
POB  56 

Lebanon,  OH  45036 


BWM,  30,  5’7”,  160,  brn 
hair/hazel  eyes.  Seeking 
correspondence  w/anyone  for 
friendship,  companionship  or 
possible  relationship.  Will 
answer  all!  M/F 

Mark  Fultz 

#854704 
POB  41  B-516 
Michigan  City,  IN  46361 


Lonely  but  cheerful  profession¬ 
al,  incarcerated  in  hostile  envi¬ 
ronment,  seeks  friendly,  posi¬ 
tive  interaction  w/ambitious, 
studious,  success  oriented, 
career  oriented  young  minds. 

I  have  much  to  share  for  the 
right  person. 

Chris  Chapman 

#17628 
POB  1989 
Ely,  NV  89301 

No  prisoners,  please.  34  yrs 
old,  brn  hair/hazel  eyes. 
Looking  for  a  sincere  but 
honest  person  as  a  friend  and 
a  possible  relationship.  I  am 
loving  and  caring.  Love  to 
read,  write,  etc..  I’ll  answer  all. 
Robert  Vance 
#135-404 
POB  4501 
Lima,  OH  4501 

Inmate,  27  yrs  old,  5’8",  145 
lbs,  brn  hair  and  eyes.  Clean 
cut  and  virile.  Honest,  sincere, 
and  good-hearted  man.  Seeking 
someone  who  is  honest,  sin¬ 
cere,  and  enjoys  corresponding. 

Bryan  Lovins 

#144-172Le.C.I 
POB  56 

Lebanon,  OH  45036 

Nice,  sincere,  caring,  warm¬ 
hearted  man  seeking  friend  or 
future  lover. 

DeMario  Loston 

#922089-SHU 
POB  1111 
Carlisle,  IN  47838 

GWM,  30  yrs  old,  blnd/hazel. 
Slender  but  muscular,  5’9”, 
165  lbs.  I  am  pierced  and  tat¬ 
tooed  but  very  submissive  and 
loving  to  the  right  person.  I  am 
an  artist  into  writing,  reading, 
and  working  out.  Seeking  GM, 
18-30,  preferably  in  West. 
Mass,  or  CT  area  for  letters, 
friendship. ..more?  Will  answer 
all.  Your  picture  gets  mine. 

D.  Bissaillon 

#191519 

Ellis  MacDougall  C.l. 

1153  East  Street  S. 

Suf field,  CT  06080 


GM,  5’9”,  165  lbs,  athletic 
build,  blond/blue,  24  yrs  old.  I 
love  the  outdoors  and  animals. 
I  am  a  loving,  caring  person 
looking  for  someone  special. 

Charles  Rapoza 

#665584 

Route  1,  Box  150 

Tenn.  Colony,  TX  75884 

6’4",  1.85  lbs,  blond/blue. 
Looking  for  TV/TS  people. 

I  go  both  ways  and  love  TS/TV. 

Stacy  Roedding 

#200556 

Alger  Max.  Corr.  Facility 
POB  600 

Munising,  Ml  49862 

GWM,  26,  long  blond 
hair/green  eyes,  6’,  160  lbs. 

I  am  intelligent,  healthy,  and 
good  looking.  ISO  someone 
special,  preferably  older  but 
still  interested  in  having  a 
good  time.  I  enjoy  music,  read¬ 
ing,  writing,  camping,  and  easy 
country  living.  Will  answer  all 
but  hoping  to  meet  a  sincere, 
loving  individual  ready  for 
possible  LTR. 

Jason  Buddemeyer 

#181413 

Potosi  Corr.  Center 

RR  2,  Box  2222  (HU  6-B-41) 

Mineral  Point,  MO  63660 

GWM,  33,  Sagittarius,  attrac¬ 
tive,  6'3”,  200  lbs.  Well-edu¬ 
cated.  Interested  in  different 
religions.  Open-minded,  cre¬ 
ative,  affectionate,  sense  of 
humor.  Love  outdoors,  body 
building,  music.  Desire  corre¬ 
spondence  to  share  thoughts 
and  feelings.  Possibly  meet 
that  special  someone  that  can 
bring  serenity  and  love  to  tame 
my  restless  searching  spirit. 
Sincerity  important. 

Jeffrey  New 

POB  900-154357 
Jefferson  City,  MO  65102 

Incarcerated  WM,  26,  lonely, 
blond,  blue  eyes,  6',  180  lbs, 
clean  cut,  virile.  Has  the  need 
to  develop  special  friendship. 

W.  Charles 

#218-716 
POB  56 

Lebanon,  OH  45036 
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Letter  to  the  Editor  continued  from  page  2 


GWM,  HIV-,  22  yrs  old,  brn 
hair/blue  eyes,  180  lbs,  5'9". 
Body  builder/exotic  dancer,  9 
3/4  cut,  is  very  versatile, 
seeking  long  term  friendship 
and  more,  your  sexy  flick  gets 
mine. 

Marc  Rich 

#903147 

W.V.C.I. 

POB  1111 
Carlisle,  IN  47838 

36  yr,  light  skinned  BM  would 
like  to  correspond  w/  a  sin¬ 
cere  TV/TS.  I  have  many  inter¬ 
ests  and  a  heart  to  share.  Will 
answer  all.  Race  unimportant. 

Anthony  Atkins 

#560931 

Huntsville  Unit,  POB  32 
Huntsville,  TX  77348 

BGM,  5’7”,  26  yrs,  210  lbs. 
Very  lonely.  Seeks  pen  pal  for 
short  or  long  term  friend  and 
possibly  more  if  our  connec¬ 
tions  produce  light  at  the  end 
of  the  tunnel.  Will  answer  all.  I 
can’t  write  inmates. 

William  Howard  Bemnister 
Box  316 

Fort  Madison,  IA  52627-0316 

TS  WM,  nympho,  37  yrs  old, 
5’8”,  160  lbs,  brownish  blond 
hair/blue  eyes,  imprisoned  for 
a  consensual  oral  love  affair 
w/a  forbidden  apple  from  the 
government’s  tree;  seeking 
that  social  apple  for  my  friend 
and  possible  future  lover.  I 
can’t  write  inmates,  but  I  will 
reply  to  all  others. 

Charles  Risdal 

#802094 
Box  316 

Fort  Madison,  IA  52627-0316 

Gary  Hudson 

#111594 

E.  KY  Corr.  Complex 
POB  636 

West  Liberty,  KY  41472 


All  transsexuals  would  welcome  "...  a  solution  that  does  not  stigmatize  people  yet  still  retains  a  basis  for  reim¬ 
bursing  those  intending  surgery.”  But  until  you  produce  one,  please  stop  undermining  the  only  solution  most 
transsexuals  now  have. 

Sincerely, 

Lynn  Ford 


hank  you 


Thanks  to  all  who  contributed,  or  who  still  plan  to  contribute  (it’s  never  too  late)  to  Bromfield  St.’s  year-end 
fundraising  drive.  Thanks  especially  for  your  ideas,  inquiries,  questions  and  notes  of  encouragement.  For  all  of  you 
who  missed  the  mailing,  Bromfield  St.  is  offering  a  membership  option  for  those  who  want  to  become  more 
involved  with  any  of  our  projects.  Become  a  member  of  BSEF  for  a  donation  of  any  amount.  Receive  periodic 
Foundation  updates  and  project  mailings,  feel  entitled  to  let  us  know  exactly  what  you  think  of  how  we’re  doing, 
get  that  warm,  fuzzy  feeling  from  supporting  an  institution  that  makes  a  real  difference  in  the  quality  of  queer  life. 


ner 

eeds 


I 


Currently  the  BSEF  Prisoner  Project  sends  free  sub¬ 
scriptions  to  about  800  incarcerated  g/l/b/t  people 
annually.  We  also  sponsor  a  Pen  Pal  project  that  draws 
many  more  requests  than  we  have  space  for  each  issue. 
We  are  in  the  process  of  completing  a  resource  booklet 
on  FHV  issues  that  will  be  available  for  free  distribu¬ 
tion.  Correspondence  from  prisoners  is  some  of  the 
most  lively  and  informative  mail  we  receive. 

The  Prisoner  Project  is  an  all  volunteer  effort  and 
we  need  your  help.  There  are  many  possibilities,  such 
as  assisting  with  the  high  volume  of  weekly  correspon¬ 
dence  and  data  entry.  If  you  can’t  make  an  extensive 
time  commitment,  consider  becoming  a  Pen  Pal,  make 
a  directed  donation  to  support  free  subscriptions,  or 
offer  your  services  working  on  grant  proposals  or 
fundraising.  For  more  information  contact  the  office, 
617/262-6969. 


OutWrite  Producer 

20  hours/week,  annual  salary  of  $12,500. 

|  Flealth  insurance  and  paid  vacation. 

Administrative  Coordinator  for  the 
Queer  Progressive  Organizing  School  (QP0S) 

10  hours  a  week,  $12. 50/hour,  temporary  job 
from  February  1-June  15,  1997. 

For  more  information  and  full  job  descriptions 
contact  Ann  Holder,  617/262-6969. 


Thank  you 
to  the 
following 
volunteers: 


Melissa  Barton:  office  assistance  and  bookkeeping 

Donna  Keifer:  office  assistance  and  Prisoner  Project 

Bill  Magner:  Off-the-Page 

Beth  Berio 

Dean  Burchill 

Carrie  Dearborn 

Doreen  Drury 

Neil  Miller 

Jason  Moore 

Patrick  O’Malley 

Julie  Netherland 

Nancy  Palmer 

Delores  Sanchez 
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The  7th  Annual  National  Lesbian,  Gay,  Bisexual  and  Transgendered  Writer’s  Conference 

February  20-22,  1998 


New  England  Region 

Look  for 

OutWrite  U£M 

A  Day  Long  Event  for  Queer  Writers  and  their  Friends 
Fall  1997 


cnvinDf  flirccrV 
5[II Hip 


The  Sheraton  Hotel  and  Towers 
Boston,  MA 


Register  NOW  and  receive  a  33%  discount  off  the  standard 
registration  rate 

$50/individual  registration  Deadline  April  1, 1997 


If  you  are  interested  in  working  on  either  the  national  or  regional 
OutWrite  events  please  let  us  know.  Fill  out  the  coupon,  write,  fax 
or  email  your  relevent  information  to: 

OutWrite,  Boston  Host  Committee 
29  Stanhope  St., 

Boston,  MA  02116 
outwrite@bsef.terranet.com 
Fax:  617/267-0852 

More  info  call:  617/262-6969 


Name: 


Address: 

City/State/Zip: 

Phone: 

Areas  of  interest: 


Email: 


YES,  register  me  now  for  OutWrite  ’98!  My  check  for  $50  is 
Or  my  VisiriMC  information  is: 


Card# 


Exp.  date: 


